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_ detailed course in music at the teachers
- <ollege.
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Music Teachers’ Conference, wus devoted
- to.phe discussion of various points reiated
‘Lo ‘the arp of music reachibg.

" the theory and practice of tonic-sol-fa and
~ ataff notation,

o
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8 imposxible at present to combine all the
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AN INTERESTING DEBATE.
~ Friday

morning,  the fifth day of the

. An interests
ing Duper was read by Mr. F. L. Gratton
(supervisor of music).

Profeesor Harald Davies. Mus. Doc., pre-
dced Dis answers Lo questions by saying
that he hoped thai members of the Pro=
fossion understood the ditficulty of obtain-
Ing complete list of teachers, so that f
&ny one had bdeen left out it must be under.
siood to be quite unintentional,  He then
deait in o lucid manner with varions tedh-
nical questions, especially that of training
a dull edr to proper appreciation ol tone.
The matter of choosing a4 time for & future
ceonference was mooted with reference: .o
the difficulty over holidays occurring at
differens times. Touching on the need for
more .prominence being given to the place
0} musie in III..I!IFJﬁUIL f)t'. Davies quoted
the opinion of Sir Henry Hadow, Chancel-
lor of _ﬂu; Sheflield University and Ohair
man of the consuliative committee of the
Board of Education, who, in an address
at the anuual meeciing of the Manchester
High Schoo! for Girls, made a special plea
for the inclusion of music as a properly
recognised part oi-the educational system
He said that some people did not under

any thonght that it consisted of teaching
reluctant people to play the plana rather®

adly. He wouwld gladly sweep away 90 per
centi ol the pluno lessons now given. What
wias wanied was an appreciation of muosle
rather than executive ability. Music ought
not to be regarded as something which
foreigners made and England paid for. It
had exactiy the same appeal as  great
literature, and cverythinz thai could be
mud i tavour of bhe inelusion of Shaks
peare in an educational syvstem could be
urged equally for great music. It was to be
noted, alo, that musie was mast Promis
nent in these periods of history whioh
were the most splendid and full of life
and happines=s, In introducing Mre  Grat-
ton. Dr. Davies said that the question eof
muait in schools wis of the greatest im-
portanece,

~—Mume In. Publie Scencols.—

Mr, Gratton said:—In our primary
and  high schools we  have abou
80,000 children, who are taught by!
abous 2,000 Leachers. In addition to the
usual echool subjects, these children re.
CeiVE regumr insiruclion in singing  and
in musical theory. It is of the utmost
importance that this i(rdining in  music
saould be on correcs lines from the begin-
ning; 2130 that those who teach phis sub-
ject should be properiy equipped for their
work:' In teaching music in the schools we
endeavour o accomplish - the following
aims:—To train children (o sing sweatly
and toniinlly, and to develop their voices
by suitable exercises; to use singing as an
aid to physical development, and as a
mcans of brigotening the daily routine of
school: to ineuicate a love for music, and
& desire for further study of the “divine
art:" to give .children euch o knowledge
of moee as will enable them later on to
take £ effectively in the work of church
choirs and choral sociciies; to familiarire
childron wifh our beat national songs aw
an aid to the development of a spirt of |

patriobiam. In order to  achieve
thae armea we aive LI teachera
A compreiensive training 0 maosje.

#todent teachers have necesmiri.y 80 many
subsects to study that only a limited
amount of time ¢an Le spent in musical
Jwork,  Still much cap be accomplished.
‘even in the little time available,  Many of
‘our teachers have been edueat ! ab publie
schoals, where, amony other things, they
went taught the correct use of the voice,

_ rt=singing, and muaical in-
terpretation, 18 treining e continued =8
Har as possible in our State high schools,
“and is supplemented later on by a more

At this institotion we have at;
prosent about 300 atudents, all of whom re-
_eeive ipitruction in the essentials of music,
%ﬁﬁ?:lmdmh are prepaced for several oxa-'
- minations in music. and are also inatricted

in voice culture and the teaching of sing-

Special attention is given to the
unactompanied part-singing. it

ons), but even in small
. tive work is being done in thia
atful form of vocal mume, A collec-
part-gongs for mixed voices recentiv
ot lh)‘nt \ _Eaul".‘ﬂj_ﬂﬂ tment is
f¢L1n copnoction ot b this work,
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-eountry sohools,

unsuspected talent for music has been r¢-
!veniml.

I & i - ' - -
| T'he chier feature of the musical work :n

|pitch, and the children are tmined to be

most miporant mus':.:ﬁ avon

each of whigh is considered

cquivaient to

& pass in ohe or more university subjects. ||

The requirements of those i

advanced examinations in #E:m: m?}dﬁi
practice of sol-fa and staff notation, har-
inony, composition, instrumental musie
and school choir training. The adoplion
of #his scheme has enabled many teachers
1o qualify fbr promotion by specializing in
their favourite subject, "and alko
caunsed a4 considerable improvement in the
musical work of many of our schools. Lec-
tures on the above subjecta are given from
time to time in various centres, and clusses
of instruction are held at f
vals,
atrations of correot methods of voice cul-
ture, &To., are given, usually with the aid
of & class of children from the nearest
school. The teadhing of musie in our
which 18 largely on a tonie-sol-fa basis,
ont childven in the higher grades are
also taught to sing from the staff by sol-
faing and notes on the “movable doh™ svs.
tem. The constant use of the sol-fa syl-
Eﬂh'.q‘.-ﬁ I8 of great assiatanee in voice train.
Ing, as these evilables are naturally vocal,
singing. By means of modulators of vari-
ous kinds, charts, manual signs, &ec., the
children are taught to sing any of the ordi-
naty intervals used in music, and to re-
cognise the various tones of the seale (in
relation to the keynote) when- sung or
played hy their teachers. Much importance
is attached to this brandh of musical work,
but unfortunately only a small amonnt of
time cin be devoted to this helpiu] study,

~ —Voice Training.—

Tn this matter we aim at the produe-|
tron of clear, ‘pure tone, free from all
harshness or straining, Breathing and
voice exerciges are practised regularly, and
the chiidren are shown Thow to use the
“head voiee’' for all the higher tones of
the scale.  Exceollent results are achieved
by many teachers, who, without much mu-
sioal knowledge. have grasped the men
prineiples of voee training, and know how
to apply them.  The sweet and tuneful
cinging of the thousand-voice children’s!
choir at the annua) decoration concerts af-
fords hine evidenee of the good work done |

by our teachers in this important oranch
o! musical study. Lo all our &chools ntens
tioni is given to the development of the
vhythmie faculty an childvon. This trame
ing 18 begun in the kindergurten depart.
ment, where the children prictise suitable
games and other rbythmic exervises, and
are also taught to “lkeep step,’’ Deat time,
and Lo give the proper degree ol accent Lo
each note.  Children in the higher grades
are taught to use the time names (taa,
Taa-tai, &), for all opdinary rhythng, and |/

and help to produce clear, open tone ip,i'

are also tra.i'nml- to beat time  correctly
while &nging their songe and other
vocdl exorcises, In this matter
wa try. to  counteract the somewhat

pernicious influence ol L_'lu' "r.iR'ijQ” and
“jazz" music which is heard so frequently
nowadays, Much of this music s catchy
a=d attractive, but it tends to destroy the
feeling for rhythm, especially in children, |
During tne last few years special efforta |-
have been made to encoursge children to
sing alone, without undue selt-consciousnces
or embarrassmont.  Much excellent work
has been done in this matter especially in
Children bave also been
indunced to try for easy cxaminations in
singing at sight from eolfa and the stafl.
Ag the result of this more thano 4,000 music
certificates of various kinds have been
gained by children attending our primary
and bigh schools. Many beautilul voices
have been discovered in this way, and much

—Nchool Songy.—

our schools ia the practice of songs, which
urs frecly used for recreative purposes, and
as & means of expression. Suitable son -
are published in “The Children's Hour

snd many others are easily obtaipable, In |
most schools these songs are rendered with
much Sweetness and expression, with due
attention to light and shade, pure tone,
and clear enunciation. The children are
encotlra to identify themselvea as lar
us possible with their songs, and to endea-
vour to interpret the composer’'s meaning ||
intelligently., In the upper grades rounds |
and other part-songs are practised.  Lhess

sOngR  are  often  used as 4@
"hrmnf: in the daily routine, and they aiso
Turnish exceliont material for sohool con. |
certs and other entertainments. Special |
‘ailention is given to the maintenance ol |

come independent of instrumental gccom:
paniment tes far as posnble. The singing
of the wellknown *“Thousand Voice Ghoir
at the Exhibition concerts may well be |
termed  the highest athievement of the
musical work of our schools.  Mudh find
music hasg. hﬂt;ﬂ hourd at ::;_:‘ﬂﬁgm |
which are generally @E}i -&“ it
resylts achieved are - . g
~ w. the _skill and. palipuce o

WS =y " = e T -
4 divided into four groups, | |

, uent inter- |
At these mectings practical demon- |/

cently been included in theen conserts, no
‘thut 23 sclioois will be represented in the
“big choir” this year. The concerts will he
given on three successive nights, but the
personnel of the choir will be different on
oach oceasion. The value of the training
received by the children who lake part in
this effort can scarcely be over-estimated.
and if the present high standard 15 main-
tained there ghould be no lack of capable
vocalists for church choirs and choral Bo-
cieties in Adelaide und in other parts of the
State, -

~Uniformity in Mugical Education.—

It would bs ‘an excelient thipg if a con:
ference of those who direck the muscal
work of poblic schools in the various paris
of the Commonwealth could be heid. as
goon as possible, Ab present there 15 not
much uniformity in this  matter.. FEach
State has'its own musgic curricalom and
ita own methods of fraining school teach-
er< in this subject. These methoda coin-
cide to a certain extent, but it would lead
to much greater efliciency if some uniform
gystem were adopted. A conferepce ol
this kind has been suggzested on several
oeeasions. One  restlt of such a4 meeting
would probably be thar within a compara-
tively short time the teaching of musio
in Australian schoos would prepare chi-
dren much more adequately than at pre-
aent for the voenl ‘or instrumental musie
which many ol them take up after leav-
ing school. :

—On Splendid Lines.— _

At the conclusion of Mr, Gratton's paper
Dr. Davies expressed his appreciation of
what was beinz done.  As far as it went it
wag goingx upon #plendid lines, an appre-
ciation of musie was being tapght. and chil-
dren. trained to understand piteh, rythm,
and time. and best of all music was being
given it place. Tt was for all members
of the profesgion to help the movement for-
ward.

' —Piten,.— .

The question of piteh come up for ton.
asideration.,  In a short but practical and
forcible .spoeech, Mr. W. [I1.° Foote,
ARON.. went into the-difficulties ot the
high piteh. especially in Austealin, where,
.myil}: to high temperatures the pitoh rose

|'so that a sinzer singing as she thougat €

| above mf‘.‘:t really be singing E. Dr. Davies

'-‘ilti‘-' rted, explaining that the high pitoh
made the performance of some of they
greateat muaic impossible unless 1t waa

practically transposed. He related difficul-
ties he met with, Other speakers agreed

t real oral training was practically im-
posaible with the uncertainty of pitch on
difforent manes A uniform pitch was ne-
cessary for the real education of the ear,

A resolution was proposed by Mr. W. H

Foote, A.R.C.M., seconded by Mr. Girat- |

tan, and adopted:—"That this conference
5f musio teachers in the interest of musical
education strongly recommend adoption of
a uniform low

honaes of -this Stale be asked as a

all
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—Status of Mugig Teachers.— .
Tn the afternoon the subject under dis-
coestlon was' the status of muaio teashors

and the. advisabloness of 20me fm'u! q‘:
registration.  In introducing Mr. Eoolbs
Miteholls Dr. Davies « pointed ount the

dangera of mrminh unc’l}mqherrd. @-v:‘]',-:&
sical eolleges which held examinations
AT S The Roval College
of Mugic and the Royal Academy of Muwie
authority.
not, - chartered,
oi London.
e

authorized collegea oms ghown by Lhe fac
while the whole number of people
diplomas . [rom the
London Collage of Music was 700, one un-
14,000  in one
hers for a

o rvight dtﬂ.lmt, |
names, and wear|
rod &0k facings and college

m:‘ﬁ-. Alitchall spoke in interesting fushion

and ﬂ“'il._]‘i!l.‘d_ dl*g'l'l."{\ﬁ-
wero  chartered, and held
Trinity Colloge, though 1
worked under the University «
The extent of the operationg

that, :
holding wrofessional

authorized college dssued
J'c%:"‘ and amt'ﬂﬁ:} offared
subscription o a year
four lotterw alter thoi
“oowpa with

jir §

of the regitrtion of music teachers. I
ather directions, he said, the

registmtion was resognised—for axample,

firat, it must have seemed

whose f{recdom of

cortain  indiv:duals,
limited, but the

action . wus thereby
greatest good Lot mbe:
wisoly served under the new negime.
legal profession was not so

£

trance g once it Wwas, and in 8¢ igﬂ*
colieges, as a rule, the nmmfur,g qual Eﬁ

tions must be :
wond be teachers. Indeed, it
i:ﬂﬁt"dh thﬁ"with.mrd 1o educa
‘i maby other matters, the trend of
Do e oy .o those th
aertifiod capacity to do those t
“m-pt‘ﬂfmplﬁd.tﬂ be done. Sure
also, the queen of the S was
of the highest dogree of efficient
S tho were
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itah, and that the musie
first
gtep to authorize their tuners to as soon ||
possible brin ingtruments under
their hands to fﬁe standard of A 435 at 60

necd of
ix the Mfid‘-'lf-ﬂ and the dental professions.
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' mate operation fully trained

Cdenired Lo be included ill.-th;':‘f

acquaintance with

0 %0 mAaDY surm
orious art, whose insistent dema
or musical enlture called for

zl'lulltﬁﬂtiunn on the part « '

e

ould provide it. What hll'_} ' ‘-'#';
Kaid clﬂilrs' i:giw;-'u ntages
a fram .

mmhlu. would ..
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be available throughout the student’
course, and there would be Temoved t

anomaly of voung students. who had “_'
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selves only passed one or two elementary |
or intermediate cxaminations, ubdertasing |
the responsible task of ipstructing Des
ginnera. Unfortunately, it was often foungd |
that this so-called teaching had resulted in
loag of time and money. An éntively new 1
foundation had to be laid before sound

teaching could proceed. A suitable h!lg; {
tration Bill should obviate this, as all who |
sought to enrol themselves would be re-
quired to demonatrate their ability to teag

musie, not only to perform it A few rears |
ago some of the more prominent music
teachers of this State discussed these mats |
ters fully, and decided to ask Parliamen |
for an Act of voluntary (in preference tolf
one of compuisory) registration. Hﬂﬂliihq-

As

"
was gained just then, beyond the oppor-
tunity o state the paﬁt%nn, Eﬂt*“ﬁ‘-n Was
thought by many that the pmm_ﬁm ]
3|8
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opportune time fo revive the 'qﬂmﬁl
The enforcement of o cmpu!mr{‘ﬁnh

: mtl' olavecs, would no. dou
irastic . a n_l,l;l_;rq*'_\-.n' possibly
Would * entajl  mome ujp
wilk mot desired.  The  proposa

fore, wia for voluntary repstration ont
twolold basiz of knowiedze and ability
teach, both of which must’ evensvally bel
*he subjoets of examination at the handsi
ol » regstration board, to be appainted by Bk
‘the Govesnment, Further, there shotld i
be llu.'n qn’-:jna ﬂft Wﬂ*ﬁﬁtﬁﬂtiﬂﬂ—h: Certificated |
eacher” and ‘certificated toacher, advanced
grade’—so that it might be possbleford
younger teachers, recently out ‘of st
sliip, to qualify more qu for the 1
to practise 1n an olementary, way. Th
first operation of the Act ‘would be the
cnroament of all teachers who had pres
viously been in practice for o ]‘-r:rpi :
sgy, &ix months, No examinstion’ Wi
E:;if required {ar th. but it ﬂ'lll'. wiad |
at this right of iree enrolment should ba |
.Eﬂlﬂi‘d to a I'i. ol non ". dnc 4, f
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tled to | ”-,,ié;f-__.lq..ll:,‘ st}
their gualilications to the board
negpskarys  undergoing. Ahe - exsmimat
1rmmd to test their fitness. Th

grace would thus be” exten T
30V

tegmiration List, so that no one & -
Jairnoes make complaing on bhe soobe’ of
iﬂilﬂtiﬂ.\h - \ 1 1
tory provision, it was app - th

nﬂs nelit of the
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