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STUART.

LECTURE BY MISS THREADGILL,

_An eloquent and tooughtful lecture was
TVEII by Aliss Bessie Threadzill on Thurs-
ay evening in the Public Library Lecture
Room, Inatitute Building, on “John Me
Douall Stuart’s Explorations.” = Mhe lec-
ture, 'vhich was ilﬁlstrnm{l wath  lantern
slides, waa given under the auspices of the
Pubvic Library, Museum, and Art Gallery,
and abdiracted a large attendance. Profes-
sor Henderson introduced M'es Thread-
gul, and said that ne considered the Board
of Governors thad asked her to leature for
two principh, Teasons. Miga Threadgill
had read every available original document
on the subject in Adelaide, ]ﬁn!hmlrne, and
Sydney; and ehe (had w#iso studied every
map.  Also she had spent tie greater
part of shree years in working up a thesia
of explorations in South Australin from
185€. The professor concluded with a
tribute to the jecturer, whom he dharacte-
rized as one of the most brilliant of all
t1s students in South Australin., He wig

JOHN MeDOUALL |

sureé that she wouwl give a reliable and
authoritative  accouns one  of
greatest of  explorera s muntr_v.!
(Applanse.) |
Miss. Tlhreadgill prefaced her remarks
with an acknowledgement of the assist-|
ance rendered by Sir William Sowden.
Captain 8. A, \White, and Mr. W. (.
Auld in lend'ng lantern slides and paint-
mgs.  Misa Threadgill said that tihe name
of MeDouall Stuant -¥as a household word
«n Australia; and the value of his work
was so generally acknowledoed Ohalt it
woukl seem impossible for historical re-
geardn to add even the iraction of a cubit
But Stuart’s journals gave
true perapeative to his work, for they were
compiicd as he was blazing the overland
track: and ‘there were also notes and
papers o't by members of his exploring
party.  Stoart emerged from that exami-
nation without a halo, but with a repuota-
tion, not only for a very human equip-
ment. of ~veaknesses, but for one also of
heroism maintained undaunted througa
exp.oita performed in a relentlers teryi-
tory. The lecturer detailed Stuart's early
experience as a member of Sturt’s expedi-
ton nto Central Australia, which had
introduced him to a geographical ‘problem
which provided much materiad for discus-
sion in tre middie of Jast century “\Was
ustralia the desert it appeared
it an inland drainage basin.

ot
il

Lo Ibli': b)

Austraiin, with patches of desert be-
tween?'  The explorations of Stuart in
1858, of Leichardt from the eaat. {iregory

from the north, and several from VWestern

the |

Australia, were touhed upon, with
taeir | attendant failures. Then

took  the field with two
companions only. one a blackfellor and—
in contrast to former heavily-equipped ex-
plorations—with almost less appliances
than he needed. the unknown country,
north-weet of the Lake Torrens district,
introduced the first red! difficuities, and
the terror exhibited by the natives, pre-
vented any assistance from that
The horses suffered from the rough track,
toral zaitbueh country,  making for
Fowler's Bay, The final lap of the iour-
ney wid a race against time. The abori-
gine absconded, and the two white men

the rate of one small meal o day,
0dds and ends secured on the way.

final 100 miles was completed
el ol Doler ptﬂ’:‘m. So0wW tlh
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quarter. |

suffered hardsbips, living for a month at|

on two | |
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Sought means to bring her sout §5 :
| near as possible to her north one, _For
commercial and defence reasons, the State

elined to co-operate.
furtlmri discoyveries had
Lake Torzens. . 1t was a co

ﬁ% ent, for. i
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supply wpon 'Ii:.lﬁugrﬂ'._ ~Hergott Sprin:
-rmu Stuart's first. notable discovery, anmi
e
reached the Neale River
Range, when he was forced to return to
Chamber's Ureek.  The presence of an
immense hody of fresh water springs in
this country wgurred on the Government
to fresh effort, but the other colonies were
armin apathetie, — Stuart continued his
exploration, but lis health was beginning
to, suffer from continued hardships aod
incompetent asgistants, e became half
| blind, and bhad to relinquish active -work
to his officer and friend. Kekwick, The
sun, glaring 1pon eternal stony plains and
glittening qnartz, added to his sufferinzs.
But so Jong as he remained in the
mound apring country, <ovart wae laced
with  no water  difliculties, and
was  booyed with the excite-
ment of  oney distovery  after another.
testifying to Austraiia’s whimsiciity in
the construction of its naturil features.
William's Springs were fresh, wthoveh in
sall-sonked soil; and Primrose Springs
were of the same nature, bot hot, Sprines
were digcovered -all along the route to the
Hlanson Range.  In 1880 the trans-conti-
nental expedition began,  with typieally
simple cquipments, to which was added
Stuart's mother-wit and busherait., This
uapxeetion left a uebnlous impreseon  of
greal suecess,  The advance into the rreat
| Uentral Desert was heradded Ly prolonzed
floods,  with, attendant disadvantaczes.,
Heroie feats were performed in that rough
coantry, which ril’)[:{rd clothes and skios.
The hill nearest the centre was named in
gialitidde after Captain Wturt. Waterless
spinifex country was  located, and the
ravages of scurvy added to their sufferings.
Bishon's Creek proved a welcome retresr,
but at last they had . to pnsh on, aud
finuily readhed safety in' a mrni-ﬂt;jrriﬂ-:l
condition, "'Stuatl’s efférts liad bLroush:
him Dbevond thie limit of country explored
from the morth coast, thus practicaliv
crossing the continent,  The Sovernmen:
wus loud in its  praises, and provided
£2,500 for further expioration,

—To the Indian Qcean.—
Stouary's intention was now to make, as
ditestly as possible, for the Donney, hop-
iy to find it a highway o the Vietona
River, which emptied itseli into Cam-|
bridze Gulf, the lecturer weat an.  Mony |
roniecs were altempted, but sorub ind |
}ain together seemed a hopeicas harrier, |

avd Hanson

castle Waters, where they recuperated A
trial was made of the usrin-westwand
aitection towards the Guif of Cllr]h'ulnri;l.
ot the resuly was dishearionnz It ie
wteresting to note that simes given at
thig reriod of Stuart upoa the various
natna fexwres discovered woery not those
wheeh  he subsequentiv  ehose,  Burke
and Wills were aso in the fiz'd of exniora-
tion, Lub Stuart wns deterintasl 1o kven
e, In three months, thouth  neari
biind, ;e was out apain, his wajaruise Do
tha noerth end of Neweastle Witers, and
from there te take a route wesbwards, The
natives became warlike, (o add to the diffi-
A'tiew, The party got to Didvy Waters,
and  then to the coucsr of  Lhe
Adelaide River., The country became full
of interest and variety. Swamps covered
with vegetation forced the travellers 4
make the sea coast considerably to the enst|
of the montir of the river. The leader was
‘the only member of the group who had
realized that the coast was imminent and
great was the suroriee and joy of his com- |
panions. . Stuart eut hi= initials on'a
ree in the vailey near the beach, and
erected the Union Jack on a tree mear
the shore of Chamber's Bay, leaving x
message buried at its foot. Mr. G.
MceMinn located thiz tree sihsequently.
It was burnt down in a bush fire and was
replaced by a mpiece of railway irvon.
Stuart, suve of the capabilities of the terri-
tory he had onened up, eaid. after his
first dip in the Indian Ocean, “Thus, have
I. through the instrumentalrty of Divine
Providence, been led to accompliah the
great object of the expedition. . . . and)
throngh one ot the finest countries man
could wish to behold.” But he had to pay
the price of victory and that debt was
Lwith him to 'his lile's end. The return
journey nearly kiiled him and he probubly
would never have reached Adelaide but
for the [ricndly offices of the natives. His
recention was a royal one in prestige, ani
Australia paid him to the extent of £2,000,
and his men in proportion, He alaot ve- |
ceived the gold medal of the Royal Gen-
| graphical Socicty, a measure of fame, and
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Mirzed  the matter, but the colonies de-| |-
By that time, 1859, |
been  made at|
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Josenate of Malbourne
,!_%Mni_hotlmeq- Age ),
| the pumplkin, inSteas :
a0 amendment to statute 18 of the
| “yersity, praposing to give the profe
Cheard power to exolude eXceasive

h.l".\ L]

~or lazy students irom. the Universit
- feseor Skeats, who piloted the %

| =along its lengthy mum.-;-‘,-; ded 1]
Cthe power reguested Wias necessary in g
to rid the University of “ (st ty
- istudent kmown as “hopeless,” but ¢
“wos a fairly strong opposition tel this
Cposnl, mamly on the ground: thal B
s o student paid hix fee 1t was ng
,Emuuau.whm!mr e pussed or norsist
dnjled ar his exams,  And so the um

v ! NN -
ment waa amended and rent from the
“wersity counal  to the _-L\ﬁ;_;-_i.}; -_
“amepded by the seuate and sent Bagk to
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the council, and so0 on for two years.
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Jast, however, a compromive hant 1S
‘made, The University sondie st itk Ocl
| i gegsion on  Tuesday = ascepted &
“amendment as last formulasted |
~eouncil. In futnure first or ges
~gtudents who fmil m the @3}. )
_two suecessive anpual examinations
“hable to exclugion irom the Unf
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though they will be. entitled
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A VALUABLE GIFT OF OPALS,
The zeo.orical enlestions at the Adelaide BB
University bhave bLeen anemented b
;,"s'rT'E"ST‘:' T. C. Wollaz o). bt 3irenraas
tative collection of Australian op s, The
donor, as = well known ta' Adelaida peopie,”
is an authority on gem stowes .r'i,‘r“.i
I_.-..II ¢ quantities of the fattes from all ths
ficids have gone througl his hands., From
these he has selected types illustrative of
the occurrences in Queenslind, New South
Wales, and South Australin, and these, to:
gether with coalised iid
vood form a vzluable collestion for te .n.é.‘
10 puipeses.  Included amongst others
are pobished specimens of the black onall
ivom Lizhteing Ridge, New South Wales,
of tne finely flecked white opal 1.‘L*'-"T"-.'--.I
cania, and the hl'n:td-ﬂmgh:u: .-_..l:‘_“'._fmi'i
stone from the Stuart Ranges, South Afs
triwan, - The University © il has' ex-
pressed s appreciation of r. Wollustong'
gction. s el
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REV. H. HOWARD’S SONS.
LONDON, OE odar s
. Tae Rev. Henry Hﬁm{' .f.. enly:
Adelaide, visited fogtd ..;{, 1
witnessed the unusual sight of fwo sohs e
{ ceiving degrees on the ewme day. =8
| AMlr, Arthur Howard was made o Mastess
| of Xvts, and aentenant Stanford Hosanos
a Bachelor of .
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A Keaith Ward) bas been appoint od 4o X
; % i _.',"‘..._ o R
| Industry at a meeting of the Austra
1| Association. for the Advanceme

e vl Vo e S T
| Science o be held at  Wellmgtot
-j4ealand, ju Jenuary,
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