Ea ™
s e

W

[N

AR g

A1Port Dirie,
! 'bu ttl: Electrolytic Zine

- il
!-

| 1 3

: "‘.‘ nd
gud of tueir tailings.
sore, expect that in the Iutum,

7=

e . ELEL LS b 13 = O = u‘#:’:ﬂ;t‘-'-lﬁ::" =

-
e

e

i

="l

:I[

ha Jim’km 'H

By =

IIT i'

-.| u[_‘-fruﬁl't on the rai

,ﬁ.ﬁ*‘"

Avokén Hill. o

duﬁ'ht
fﬁ: traders

e OpT nl'.u direction,

nding, February

-I & |

 show that the exports for

o N

e R el e S R - ’ Sienl
. - e T b e - B = il -
: o 56 aEaDE . 2 Hiae
. 0 RN e R T . =y o, ek
v L " ' ¥ ® s = } - o
r + i =T s i J . i -

=

.....

- of an mn'l

st per cent.,
; Hju hﬁh}u and com

¢ determine the rates cha
“Although the

nmﬂunung
ns of wine, .
hﬂ.ltqt been u:mnhunnl!v

Ilh.'n now going forward to

at rates ran

» maintain the present rates

d B

‘,::.I'-‘_ : _: m 1
A s hw wut. away
..#F g é‘m“'t;in
Y et .f‘* ; at

ha

of the
Fl'l-

agated £89.214, i?ﬂ
g .ﬂnm,m. _

$, owing tn the

Ilma 4s & year ago, "“““}' w

Ilﬂ'ﬂ expanded by neariy
‘.'I'I'm mm q-f OUr imports
* replenish-

mt:r fmm llmum

dispues,  The time 18 long owr'lut for

okn 1 this matter, and it 18 Lo be I

: mﬂ the fortheoming Conference ﬁl

Iaru ml! decide. that the powers ¢

al Conrt shall be restricted s ruch
du:-t‘riu as are Federal in charncier, leav.
ingz the States {0 acas with their own in-

dust.nnl affairs,” .

ﬁuﬂrnmant Tradlnu Ventu *as.

“We view with great eatisfaclion the
lassurance given by the Commonwealth Go
vernment that it is their intentida to in.
erfere na little ns possible with individual
Ten the
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Blar avenues of trade. There came a time
when the Federal Governmens could have
honourably and profitanly withdrawn from
this business, and it: profit might then
have justified ite incursiva into the tradine
world,  That day bLas passed, and teeduy
it is reported that there is an idle ﬂl:-u
of Commonwealth Loats lying at anchor in
Some «f the vessels
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. LAND TAXATION IN
' AUSTRALIA.

The Federal Land Tax.

——

By Dr. H. Heaton.

The Federal Lond Tax, imposed in 1010,
differed from its State predecessors in that
it was frankly and chietly aimed at the big,
valuable estate. Of course, rovenue wae
a subsidiary object, for the expenditure
on new projects such as the East-West

line, the maternity allowance, old-age pen-
#1008, the navy, the ']Ln:tmx, and g0 on
called for IHIIIJH which would have to hc:
rused by loan, by increased  cus.
toms and f!ﬁ:lhﬂ or by tapping some
new source of taxation., The vield at first
was almut. £1,400,000 a year, but with the
Increase in mtu, in 1014 and 1018, and
+tim taxation of Crown leascholds after
1014, the wield from the tay climbed up
to over L£2,000,000, .:q‘rpt‘nlmntel}' 4 per

¢ent, of the total Federal taxX-income. j A
perusal of Federal Hansard and of poli.
tical speeches during the 1910 clection,
shows that the Labour Party had scts 1ty
heart on using the Federal

achieve. the eviction of the
landowner, who was
obstnele

continent, By 1910 it WAS  evie
Australin was pr ogressing far tigrntslrf-]:]l:
with the settlement of a big rural popu-
lation. In spite of Iup.,HTutmn in favour
of tht.l"'lf nall M-t]:thr eNormonus
im - publie WOrks, | resumption f
HeliTmltmll, wr lg ﬂlmi. Igttlgrlnt?gn Cl“:?::
per, * dry farming, immigration, n ricul-
tural educ ation, &e., our rural nr:mn WaH
painfully slow. The net :mmlgmtmn for
the first ten years of this century had
been only -lﬂ{iﬂﬂ and Victorin had lost
50,000 by mmqmtmn to other States or
countries. The total population had in-
creased by only a million in 18 years, de-
| spite the fact that during that ]"H"Hﬂd
40,000,000 - acres had bheen disposed of h:-.'
the Crown to purchasers, and at Jeast
100,000,000 acres to lessees. Between the
it‘l‘IHI'iE“t of 1901 and 1011, the population
Aunstralia grew 18 per cent., and the
uumhm of p{-mnm engaged in factories
and workshops, 58 per cent. - But the
| number occupied in agricultural pursuits
roge less than 4 per cent., the number in
pastoral occupations 36 per cent. Twenty
years of exper imental legislation,- “resum 4
tion, &e.,, had given New Snuth “"n.l::n
5,000 more agriculturists, ".mtmm 1,000
more, and Queensland 200 less in 1011
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#uﬂmlmu lnnd statietios are sufficiently
detailed to show the extent o ”i
eqtute problem in 1910,  In

there were abont 210,000 freehold estat !'1‘
of over on ncre in Australia (Queens *"!‘....
excepted). These holdings had a otal
area of 107,000,000 acres. Of the _';-_. .
holdings, llﬁﬂ had an are& ul’- over
10, acres, and 111 were over Mt
acres in wige, The total area ﬂf |
large cstates was nearly 31,000,000 |

%0 § per cent. of the total Jand

l‘.l!rhl nnnrl} 30 per cent. of the alig

land. If we turn from the crude ni’
area Lo that of unimproved value, I'lgﬂnd,
| that in 1913 nearly 14um residents awned
lnhd worth £5,000 U.V. or over. Of these
561’ had land worth mote than  £55,000
UV, (or, roughly, £100,000 ll'!I]l!l'l:lnd
value), and their estates contained

cent, of the total area of country’
Huhjnet to tax and 25 per cent. of i
impreved value. Most of the big ho
were in New South Wales or Queen
In South Australis there weré few
pastbral iruns leit ingide the area B¢ for
whieas, or. dairy farming. To “burstiup”
théke big holdings, to bring the Imd into.
batter 'use or into the market, was the
chilef aim' of  the Federal land lu:: Th
haopes. of its supporters were great, Land
wonld be made available for settlement in
vast areas, and both the nativeborn and
the [immigrant would- be able to satis
their alleged land hunger.  “There will bs
an anflux (of immigrants) which will b
an _ object lesson to the world," eaid ond
Senator, and Mr, Hughes declared thl
lhrmu.,h the operation of the tax thera)
would be “lnm.[ for the people, and where
| therp is land there will the people Some.
There mh ‘.IEI'I. be lacking guests to st ;t
the table.”” It is good that legi
should be so sanguine as to the efie nI
llu::r efforts, otherwisc we should gt no

Turns of the Screw.

Unfortunately for the Federal Jand re-
former, the Commonwealth Pulﬂult
had no power to touch land legislatio o!i
lli for carving up the estates was =it
Since only absentees and big holders Were
to be dnult with, residents ﬂwning D
worth less than £5,000 U.V. were eximpti B
from tax, as was also the first .EE ﬁ‘
'all residents’ taxable estates. 1rthe
since the big '!m‘drr was to be pinche
tax was progressive, working up, by e
of those mystic formulae which chard the}
Federal tax collector and bemuse the tax
payer, from 1d. on the first taxable pou
to 33d. at £75000 of taxable
Beyond that point a flat rate of 6d wa 1
nnpnmd Abszentees pald an exira penny)
all through. With the outbreak ¢ i
war, the tax was such a useful m ]
revenue that the screw was given ansd ol
tioud] turn, and by an alteration of th
formula the total yield was 'red i
about 30 per cent. At the same ’hﬁ J
area linble to tax was extended fromifrée
holds—real and wvirtual—to all -H 1
leaseholds. Originally  about 000N
acres  had been  taxed; now "o
400,000,000 acres were covered. o 1sis
one more twist of the screw l.ookj
with the addition of a further 20 pere
to the rate of tax., Hence to-day 8
owner whose cstate js  worth £I18
'U.T. 18 ]Hl'-ll‘l" to the Federal &

in Jand tax £2,312, If he lives in &
Australia he pays an additional £H
State tax, a total of over £2,700 1

tax alone. If he lives in Que

where the State tax is almost ll_i
lgraded as the Federal, his total landia
hill to State and Federal coffers is L0y |

to say nothing of contributions 058
government authorities. If the oS S
worth £200,000 U.V,, the total tﬂg

Queensland is £]l]',5&2 i.e., over 5 pet el

of the capital mumprm ed value ¢

| land. :
A l::umplax Act. 1

| The Act by which this impost

15 one of the nost complex, mcemu
incomprehensible in the “hn(l histey €
taxation. It endeavoured to mﬂmﬂ § i
watertight against all efforts at CEESSSES
and gave the man who levied the HESSS
power also to value the land on wiigh s
was going to charge., It establishe '
tindtion between primary and sccORGSS
taxpayers, by which if .Iuhu FI'OW“ e
land worth i%ﬂﬂﬂﬂU‘i in_ his own pamS
and held one-hundredth part of the Shans
of & company which owned hn
htymli]rr:dth part ?f ::iha “nﬁ:b&v o
ot the cmnpa ands wou

the value of n%" private h‘oﬂlﬂ& '
since his total hn]di: was

this way by, say, = th 'ﬂ

on his whole ;Eiﬂ..'rﬂﬂ Wﬂu
Tugenious, novel, but prﬂdllﬂtﬂ‘l ol
work' for the dapaﬂmmt. and  of/
additional revenue!. This far-reachis
in enges nnermm tax Wil imposed .
m I;ﬁt. us QE ' A ..'"
article, ‘syhat 1"El1.l|lil n. hq.m :f;.
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