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Prison Refor

(By Professor Coleman Phillipson.)
In my last article in “The News” I

m

pointed out the general grounds and |

objects of criminal punishment, and the
principles which, in my opinion, should
guide the administrative authorities of
a progressive nation in imposing the
penalty of imprisonment on offenders.

ades are taught a itala, and
work turned out is excellent, despite
the present inadequate accommodation.
But in a country like Australia, agri-
cultural pursuits are miore important
than manufacturing occupations; and,
in my opinion, the establishment of a
great prison farm in South Australmj
would be, as it has proved in other |
States, an excellent nnovation, :md'b
would undoubtedly produce a better|
return than any manufacturing enters
prises that can here be embarked upon.
An institution of this kind, too, would
not only be intrinsically profitable in|
a financial sense and in supplying)
wholesome out-of-door activities to the
prisaners, But would also be a means of
developing the agricultural resources
and potentialities of this State, and so
preventing or mitigating the exodus of
people from the country into the towns

‘I have already said, and in order to
prevent misunderstanding I now re-
peat, that it 'is far from my mind to
treat social malefactors as though they

were hotel guests, and to regard pun- ||

ishment as anything but a very unplea-
sant process and experience. Punish-
ment should and must be unpleasant,
but 1t need not be inhuman, savage, or
in excess of what is sufficient and ade-

quate for attaining the necessary ob-
ject—a duly balanced and rationally
adjosted compound of retributive, de-
terrent, preventive, and reformative in-
gredients.

Reformative Devices

In order to ameliorate the lot of
prisoners and to promote their chances
tor rehabilitation, various devices have
from time to time been adopted, es-
pecially in the earlier stages of the
application of the reformation prin-
ciple. For example, the system of
giving material rewards for good be-
havior has been tried in several coun-
tries, but without success. Another
method was discharge by good con-
duct. This was first tried in Auburn
Prison (New York) in 1817, and was
adopted, with excellent results, in
1840-1860 by Capt. Maconochie in Tas+
mania, and by Sir Walter Crofton in
Ireland. The practice might with bene-
fit be applied increasingly at present,
in the case of certain classes of pri-
soners whose behavior and disposi-
tion have given the authorities con-
cerned confidence in them and reason-
able belief that they would return to
society as useful and law-abiding citi-
zens. The South Australian Govern-
ment recently adopted this practice in
the case of W . 1 had observed
him and talked with him at Yatala La-
bor Prison, and came to the conclusion
that the continuance of his long sen-
tence could really serve no useful pur-
pose. By releasing him the Govern-
ment showed a humane disposition as
well as a fine progressive spirit. A
merciful and magnanimous pardon in
a deserving case redounds to the honor
of the administration, is an example for
good to the community at large, and to
the person pardoned 1s a great incen-
ftive to complete and permanent re-

habilitation.

Training System

_ Another plan adopted to effect a re-
| tormation of prisoners is the bringing
t0 bear on them of religious influence,
| through  the ' instrumentality not, as
originally, of the prison 3authorities
themselves, but of independent chap-
fains and missionaries. Efforts of this
kind generally failed, when prison life
meant solitary confinement and use-
less demoralising toil; but they are a
valuable adjunct to the more enlight-
ened modern prison curriculum. It
has taken a long time for society to
realise that training, physical and in-
dustrial, and general instruction of
prisoners, are absolutely indispensable,
if the prison system'is to be produc-
tive of good, and is to justify the enor-
mous expenditure on it. Nothing 1s
more stimulating and salutary to a man

ho, once a parasite of society, comes
fo recognise that he can do work which
is valued and paid for, and which can
be the means of his restoration to a
self-supporting and honorable position
among his fcllow-creatures. Scveral
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—an exodus that is a greater danger {0
the community than many people
realise,

Honor and Self-Government

In any case—either in the present
conditions or in a prison farm—the
honor system supplemented by a cer-
tain measure of self-government on the
part of the prisoners could with advan-
tage be introduced, at least among the
best and most promising sections of
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the prison population. No one, not even
the most uncompromising conservative
in regard to penal quéstions, or the
severest advocate of the old regume,
would deny that it would be of the
greatest benefit to all of us if a sense
of responsibility, trustfulness, honor,
and loyalty could be inculcated in pri-

trustfulness and confidence in them,
giving them liberty to associate for |
games, meals,
bates, and other activitics that may be |
conducted on a communal basis, and |
generally by imparting a freer and
more generous spirit to the usually op-

pressive and deadening atmosphere of |

gaol and prison. The whole community |
or class or section of prisoners, as the
case may be, would be interested in
and concerned about the good behavior
of every member of it. Various privi-
leges, liberties, or concessions would
be conferred on this or that prisoner,
on his giving his word of honor that
he would behave in a fair and sports-
manlike manner, and show himself |
worthy of the trust reposed in him.!
This method hss been tried, with some'
success, at Auburn and Sing Sing Pri-.
sons in the United States, but it ap-
pears that there have been many fail-
ures. These failures were due tal
using the honor system among prison-
ers indiscriminately. But prisoners |
differ vastly—some are gentle and in- |
nocent compared to the hardened cri-
minals. Hence discrimination is essen-
tial. My next article, therefore, will
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Among thpse who rocoived the degree

Batchalor of Laws on Wednesday,

f

deal with the classification of prisoners.

SPEAKING UNION.
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|

ADDRESS BY MRS. DE CASTRO.

A prepresentative mecting of the Ades

aide branch of the E:lgiish-ﬂl}:ﬁlkhih
raion waos held at the Lord 31;11.'1_31:3 par-
lour, Adelaide Town Huall, on Tuésday

L fternoon. and presided over by the Lord
Mavor (Mr. C. R. J. (lover).

The Chairman  welcomed' Ars, de
ICastro, the hon. commisson of the Fng-
lish-Speaking Union, who was visiting. dil-
ferent States. He was pleased to be idene
tified with such & movement. i

AMrs. de Castro, in outlining the objects
of the union, said those meluded o mutual
increase of knowledge among the Englishe
speaking peoples.  The union had no«
thing to ;1‘.; with Governments, and with
formal alliances. but tried only to promota
an  understanding among the deémocracy,
of pations which spoke English, Great
Britain and America had been” at pedba
\witli each other tor 100 years, and thit
\was a bright indication for the juture of
the movement. , : -

The Rev, 8. C. Myers said that such’
a movement was of grest importance aty
the present time. It could not do otheys
‘wise than prémote goodwill and peseq
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DRUDGERY.

%fROFESSOR‘DABNLEYEI
-' LOR OUTSPOKEN. !

Much fcod fom thought on edu 4
tional matters was provided by |
Professor Darniey Naylor in an
address at the annual speech night
of the Scoteh Coliege on \Vednes-
day. He deplored the lack 0
Latin teaching, the use of slipshdd =
English, and‘ attacked ocertaint
methods of modern educationalists,

| Spealking at the annual speech night
Ithe Scotch College, held at the Hink
City 1[{all’ on Wednesday, Professe 11_
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a leam of debalers which represented
Adelaide University and won the cham-
planship of all Australian Universities

malt in the finished Wt ﬁrf'_lj 'hiftj- e
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