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lNADEQUATE HEALTH LEGISLATION
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Public feeling should be decply stirred by the paper which was read
~last week by Dr, F. S. Hone, president of the Public Health Association,
'*qnlthz prgent need for a new Health Act. It was a revelation of the
' -gﬂvt inadequacy of the health laws, which the general public: should read

and assimilate. A case is set out which the Government and the Legis-

,I;-Illll-'lfﬂ lave a solemn duty to grapple with, urgently and effectively.

In a comprehensive pronuncement upon the health laws, the key-
" pote is the absence of provision for the operation of preventive medicine.
Since the Health Act was passed in 1808, enormous advance has been
‘made in the science of preventing disease, but the public are not enjoying
the fruits of wider knowledge, because there is no legislation to give

_ effect to it. No demonstration is required of the self-evident proposition
that prevention is better than cure; it is a truism. :

With a wealth of admirable detail, Dr. Hone sheets home the fact
that the cifect of the administrative provisions of the Health Act is in the
direction of effecting cures and not in the prevention of discase. The
figurcs are convincing. In 1019, when the death rate from t}'pﬁnid fever
was .04 per 1,000 of the population, there were 125 cases reported, but in
the following year, though the death rate had fallen to .03 per thousand,
the pumber ot cases had increased to 176. This is true not only for those
particular, years, but for a series of years.

Clearly and unmistakably the story which those figures tell is that
medical science, on the curative side, is reducing the mortality from
typhoid, but that nothing is being done in the prevenlive area, hecause

- the number of cases increases or is at least maintained, Like results
arc obtained from the statistics of diphtheria and scarlet fever. With
preventive and curative methods working together in full operation, the
public health would be vastly improved and the State would be a great
gainer cconomically and in the efficiency of its people.

Of what avail are the more enlightened methods of curing disease, if
there is no provision for dealing with germ carriers or to restrain those
who are becoming convalescent from infectious diseases, from mixing with
the gencral public and spreading anew the seeds of further infection? Pre-
vent:ve science in the great war preserved the armies from the scourge of
typhoid, despite the existence of the most terrible conditions, and it can
be surely reduced to a negligible quantity, if not exterminated altogether,
in the abodes of civilisation. AH that is necessary is new legislation, so
that cases of one carrier infecting 14 persons with typhoid, which Dr.

“Hone relates, may be securely guarded against.
Added to all this is the alarming fact that, notwithstanding its won-

derful climate, which is ideal for the treatment of the disease, Adelaide
shares with Hobart the ignominy of having the highést death rate from
tuberculosis of any capilal city in the Commonwealth,

Rcfﬂrms i the health laws will be required in the w hole administra-
tive scheme, but there should be mo difficulty in that, now that the
necessity of the reform has bheen demonstrated. The chief difficulty. will
be finance. There is, however, no greater asset than geod health, and no
¢ost is too heavy to cnsure it. Whatever the outlay, it must be faced,
secause, beyond the call of humanity, enterprise, efficiency, and progress
are hampered and impaired by ill-health and disease.

Dr. Hone's paper is of surpassing importance, and cannot be per-
mitted to. pass into oblivion. It is a clear call from medical science to
 the commonsense of the community in a matter of vital concern, and the
& 48 is on the Government to see that the principle of the recommenda-

.« he makes are translated intn law.
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THE DEAYH PEHALTY

stantly ‘being raised an miany counirics,
and qtute  recently it has beén dis-
cuseed here. It s ncambent on the

{who possesses “nu:{,

{manners behind prison bars are a veri-
table peril to the cnmmun:h.
jattitude of unreasoning humanitarians

commuanity, and especially on léaders
ot thu\tgltt. to have clear views on the
:ubject one way cr the other; HUHE
ierence 18 inexcusable. DRut our views
should net he the cutcome of mere
fecling—whether soft sentimentnlism
ar stern andignation; they should bz
hased on a dispassionate weighing of
facts and theories in ‘the search for
truth without partisan preposgession.

As late as 1800 there were in 1Eng-
land more than 2300 offences
punishable  with  death, and  when
capmtal  punishment  awas. abolished
for nearly all of  them  there
‘Was no ancrease i those crimes.

countrics—the Arrentine, Brazi
Costa Rica, Holland, Italy, Mexico [m
three States), Norway, I'ﬂt‘tﬂg’-{.’ﬂ, Rus-
s1a, aweden, Switzerland (in 15 ont of
the ' 22 cantons), Venczuela, United
States (in 11 States)—and in Deigium
and Denmark the practice has been
discontinued without formal abolition.
In none of these countries, so far as
I know, has a resulting increase of
murders been reported. There is a
movement in the same direction in

pamment to the cvolution of demo-
cracy and of the sense of social soli-
darity and interdependence, and as a
manifestation of the SEI-EH.JHE spirit
mrr:'mm,h* apphied to the investiga-
tion of human affairs and relation-
ships. '
Purpose of Punishment

In former articles I endeavored to

show that the objects of eriminal
punishment have from time to time
been expiation, retribution, disabling
prevention, deterrence, and reforma-

tion. I suggested that expiation might
in these days be climinated, and that
the .other objects should be duly com-
bined to produce a new resultant
—social utility or social self-defence—
as the dominant basis of social reac-
tion to criminals. Some people -would
banish the retributive element; but
when society is unlawiuily atiacked,
and its peace and security endangered,
its righteous indignation is inevitable
and reasonable,

Indeed, a would-be  criminal
would be much less disposed to
commit an offence if he was cprtmn
it would call forth thé indignation of
every citiwen: the mtlm!ram itic tears
evoked by the condemnation of a man

eyes’ or “nice”
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The

must thercfore be deprecated as well
as that of those fatalists, alienistsyiand
medical men who heimvc, with such
fatal facility, that crime is a mental
discase exempting the criminal from
re:pnnﬁjh:htr and constituting him a
hospital patient, Punishment must be

lhmtgh it should never be unneces-

5=nl:.r cruel and crushing to de-
prive the

and self-respect.

Is the Death Penalty Deterrent?
The capital penalty  clearly {fulfils

ut“"’ of the purposes of punishment—

retribution and disabling prevention;
but it is equally clear that penal ser-
vitude will fulfil = them just as well,

gether destroys the reformative ele-
ment, which u:w:luatmn, enlighten-
ment, and social conscience increas-
ingly demand as an mdmp:mablc ele-
ment in penal administration: whlle

reformation might be achicved by 1m-
prisonment under proper conditions,

So far, ulhen,. it appears that penal
servitude s a more expadient penalty |
ment.
qr’ Is the threat of
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(By Professer Coleman Phillipson.) P b T PR\
! The views of careful ubsewgu,# m:'l
The quastion whether the death | experts in regard to :r:mq ‘and
penialty  should be abelished 1 con- | nals are worthy af cﬂnstdtﬂttun‘r Al

prominent official at the He
in London was quite
to have observed: “We of the Home |
‘Office know that ecapital punishment
tloes not act az'a rﬁttrrent upon “‘“}ﬁg
who have murder in their minds, It

ome Oﬂi;g
recéntly reported

=

Hl. l'ﬂ"l.I'I"i th"l”

other parts of the world—as an accom- |

A take:

made very unpleasant and disliked, |

person pumshed of all hope:

Further, the infliction of death alto-'

Thus, one | gi

rrent from  the '| “ﬂﬁf_* 'j*-*
{::'- e Iti
l"n fﬁ__’ﬂ' 1r|

can '.”:J 2T L

might, . probably woul
terrent upon  those “‘hﬂ—-hkt onr=
¢elves, for m*hnc:-—wuu‘ld never ‘.I:u:
likely to contemplate the commission
of such a crime. Thercfnu it secems
to me that the pr:mar}r purpuu for |
“1111’.‘“ ”_ I:"':I{"-'-.:"; 1.'4 ﬁ“![f
Sir E, Rugeles-NDrige, for many years
:‘hﬂrmun of the Trisen Cnmm::arun
in In 'I'md savs that so {ap as dq:f,qr.
rence is concerned penal servituds
{might well be substituted
| Mr. I.. E. Lawes, warden of Sing Smg,
[the rreat American prison, and. presi-
of the American Prison Cﬂnq'rﬁﬂ
challenges those who would maintain
the death penally to produce anythins
in its favor except the sentiment againe! |
change and the sentiment of fear. H"-'-l
says that only two Ameriran Goyer
(nors approve it, and adds the rcmar}f; !
able statement, hasell on firures for |

(the United States: “The number ot}
{ homicides per 100,000 of population frif
11 given ‘:ﬂﬂc n thuse I""itilh‘i's whfr-

capital punishment i: in effect, is hizhes
than in "'-:'uh o5 W I**rc it has been ahd%-
f‘il"tﬂ 4

T et us 1]':-*1[!,;"] the tIEﬂlh ﬂ‘!“ﬂ“}? a f
substitute leng penal servitude %
nlenty of wholesome, nrofitahle wm-ﬁ-
The death penalty does not dete-
more; it is irrevocable in case af’mh-cr

juries rareiy want it to be cas
riedd out, so that their verdicls so
times mﬁfﬁ.mrl the admmitlratmn‘
instice; it encourages l'nc.mmnfpl"",
of n-c-mm it 15 a survival of the |
barbarons’ lex talionis. and Has a
renerating offect on the mmmuml;
on certain sections of it: Ilt‘q'm-j
ratihle with the hs 1:11:uuﬂn;:, cu[j" al.
nml scientific spirit  of our gl‘ﬁ g
civ lhsatu}n 1*1.
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