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charaeter in his pupils
yer growth in one dircetion and sumus
h; mm ﬁnthrn 'Fmi :ug
1 this necessary ormers are loo
ing ho ¢ to psycho-anslysis, There
are pdens and embryonio
Newtons, Miltons, and Herschels always
awaiting discovery, given the necessary
disc t to detect their specialitics.
At present all that education can do i3
o ide the environment n which
th?' lesser geniuses can develop,
and this aun the Educational Society
which has been meeting in Adelaide this
week has set itself to further. Fapers
on art. music, the humanities, and scienco
have been read with the object 01 securs
ing an improvement of the school courses
in order that the child’s varous powers
may be so dealt with as to ensure the
exeraise of all. We are reminded by
\Mr Van Raalte that art is based on
observation and on the analytical study
of nature, =o that the’teaching of art
may be at the same time the teaching
of logic and analysis. It might be added
that art is not a special branch of crea-
tive effort, but extends to the whole of
life, differentiating finished work of every
kind, from the making of a chair to the
deft bandling of a plough, Irom mero
slovenliness. It has lessons for the
workman who produces things for uso
no less than for the sculptor or painter
whose 1dess are represented by the
stutue or the picture, :
And =0 of music, which Luther defined
as ope of the “most beautiful and
) glorious gifts of God, to which the Ewl
| One is a bitter enemy,” a knowledge of,
| it ‘pot proficiency in it, cannot. ba
-divoreed from a truly liberal educition,
| Plato’ held music to bé “a schoolmisiress
| that makes men milder, gentler, betters
bebaved and more reasonable™; ' and
happily, 45 Mr Gration observed, it has
long since begn promoted to a higher
rank than that of the “Cinderella of
school subjects.” Whep Professor Darne
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leyz Nayjor demands a place in the cure

reulum for “the humanities”™ he anticie
pates and conciliates a geod deal of tha
lukewarmness, not Lo say opposition, from
those who have maintained that it 19
not enough to show that any branch of
knowledge 1s worth acquiring, but that 16
must be shown that it 13 morp valuable
than other subjects which it would mors
tor less displace. - At best, all that the
ttime at the disposal of the schools ad-
{mits of In regard to any subjeet is the
unparting of a tuste for 1t with a view
{10 1ts development in later life; and one
Leannot but think that  Professor Navior
“has struek a heavy blow on behali of
tEe retention of the classics by his pro-
' posal to relieve the pupil of the drudgery
bof turning English into Latin and Greek

¥ - P = s 4
L and requunng from him only ability 1o

T

read those languages in the onginal,

¢l Professor Navlor would reduce grammar

1)

land syniax to a munimum, and would
‘even allow the use, at examinations, of
the. dictionary and the grammar.  Suen
i sugeestion would hornty old-fashioned
spedants: but in these dayvs, when the sum
bof Knowledge is over enlurging, while the
pupil’s time remains the same, 1t is a

L ehoice between Professor Novlor's drs-

f1c meéthod and no classics at all, and
ho knows their value as & part of literary
eulture far too well to aequiesce in their
falling into desuetude,
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Educationa]l Society of South Australia

was continped on Friday at the Institute
soveral

Buildinz, North-terrace, when
problems of vital interest to teachers and
pupils  were discussod.  The present

crowded curriculum of the schools was
sovercly  ceriticised by D r_ RKerr

Grant, who admitted that after 20 yeors
as & toacher of science he found the
results of the present system disuppoint-
ing. In the ovening an excewodingly
fraux discussion took place on sexX mat-
ters,  the principal speakers shaing Profes.
sor Bruilaford Robertson and Mr, A. C.
Carnett, N A,

Dr, H. T. Postle presided at the after-
noom scexon, when the place of stience
in education was discussad,
g the speakers, Profesors T, G. B,
Osborn and Kerr Grant, he said the world
had Benehted -vastly oy the attitude of

modern physical science.  Especially - had
it benefited from those teachers whose

viewa were for over expanding, Modoern
school life was totally different from thut
of half a century ego, and there should
ho the freest discussion possible in order
to sccure the best curviculum. (Applaus:.)

SCIENCE IN THE SCHOOLS.

ADVOCATED BY PROFESSOR OSBOEN

Professor Osborn sid a place had been
vron Tor science in education in the mig-
dle of last century. There had been such
a revolution in hfe generally durig the
past 2 years thag no one could lay claim
to a wide general knowledge without w
knowledge of some science, . He «did pot
regard science as being antagomistic o
what were known as the humanistic
studies. If, howover, in a curriculum
yrepared for studentg under 10 ycars Of
age there had to ba any specialisation, he
would prefer to lay emphasis on = the
literary rather than ecientific side ol
study.,  Until that agze was reached he
could' see no reason for differing between
girls and boys in the arrangeruent of a cur-
riculum. He would personally like to
e gcience brought into relatiouship with
the evervday affalrs of life. A study
should have some reltion to ordinary hife
and should afford some mental disceipline.
It ghould have an cthical value, and herc
science tanght the value of exactnesg and
fostered n love of absolute truth. It
helped them also to realise the wonderiul
value of human endeavor., He felt, how-
ever, that science as it was taught to-day
had failed with regard to wutility, and 1t
had' certainly fallad on ethical grounds.
Part _of this inability.  to corre-
Iate smence and ordinary life might be
aitributable to the fact that theirstudents
learned from eclementary manuals which
were a statement of the basic principles
of some scionce, They were advanced by
an expert In that particolar science anid
represented the work of a speciaust, with
a view to raising other specialists, At the
average boys’ school sclence was confined
to chemistry and physics, and at a giris’
school to botany. * It was frequantiy coni-
plained that the youth of today showed
no appreciation of the wonders of life. In
his opinion 1t wonld be a termble indict-
ment of the present method of teaching
science if it had robbed vouth of its sense
of wonder. The average man in the streot
_had received httle miore direct instruction
than a youth sixtecn Years old.

The mid-Vietorian era was one in which
a man was judged a good deal by his bank
balance, amd the wealthy men of the day
had been quick to epe the connect'on be.
tween a |Fu-«r bank' balapee and the ap-
plication of scientific principles. Scienca
should mean a at deal mora than this,
however, for they shomid all strive to
know a hitle of the world they hived in,
of the patural laws ecoolrolling it, and
of {heir own bodles, Children were not
going to learn thess things by the ele-
mentary manoals of which he had dpokon,
A student wouid learn more about wpecific

~ heat by boiling a kettle or investigating a.
| steam engine than

by mere arademic
methods, because he wonld De interested
Eﬁm o:pcr{l:b;rm. ho was r:?]rrrinz ont.

‘was, A engaged in physics might
learn a good deal about Ii gt-. heat, and
sound, and nothing -of electricity
- magnctiam.  Some day, hawever, he would
find out something . himself when he
mstalled an electrie bell in his own houke,
As a bio he regretted that such a

and

fod=d h | iproficiency could be obtained: which would
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cation was supposed to be ﬂﬁmmﬁ plause.)  Ho consldered the tesching of
oo sl il 4 dlie Ry, L8 il

In introduc- }

lcommits an improfundity.’

A plea for a better rocognition of the place of sclence in the sehool curri- the 'prﬂhlmi:l of scquiring
culum was mado at tho annual conference of tho Educational Soclety yestor- ,  SE7Eh 1 Yo eknowied
day, . #ults of the present
| , : ' i |
The second annual conference of the | made no wlioWance for ignorance, and }M?ﬁ?l-l:il:ﬂl T iy

they sometimes paid o terrible price for
this in relation to their public and domes-
tiec hygiene and the laws governing food
preservation. Occasionally this gnorance |
was responsible for a buge notional loss.
During the recont plagne of wheat weevil
from which this State had suffered a re-
presentative of the people had solemnly
asserted that weevils were spontaneously
generated, A knowledge of natural lows
would have saved him from making him-
solf ridiculons,  An important feature of
blological training that should not be over:
looked wus that it engendered an atbitude
of mind which ensured that a child would
approach the &sex question frankly and!
naturally. Mention must be made of the

a8 Sanderson and Uunndie,

of Harrow, and Professor Nunn,

tion of youth,
gnhool training into tonch with the 3

bat the ismorante and prejudices aof - the
world,
world depended upon their knowledge, and
thair volition counted for much in the
progress of tha race. (Applouse.)

MODERN EDUCATION.

A CRITICISM OF METHODS.

Protessor Kerr Grant said he belioved
the present educational system was much
too pative. Ho was a strong be |
Hever In  the oducative valuoe of per-|
formance a3 aRainst mers absorption. |
Tha mind of a child was not an empty
hole, but a liviog thing that would grow
and develop by the nssimilation of suitable
nourishment. They should get away from!
the 1den that education was merely know-
ledge absorbed fram books. sooks wore!
certainly of great value, but the modern
aystem tended to produce only bookish
men, unwilling to 'undertake and olten|
incapable o1 ﬁiﬁplﬂ}*ing:_ any self-initiative
or of making any self-directing effort. This
fatal passivity wons not a characteristie of)|
healthy, but uneducated youth, Mr, Bry-
ant, of Harrow School, bad declared there
was a “eclose connection betwéen motor!
activities and mental development.”' If that
were o fact, then a fundamental revision
of the educational systom was wanted, It
wag essentin] that there should be more
opportunities for a freer exercise of indi-
vidual taste and power, This  would
| necessitate the aholition of eompulsion for
the corriculum must be adapted to the
capacity of the individual, and this implisa
uw correspondig  diversity. For instance
the prozramme of study best suited for
girls was not the best for boys of a simi-
lar age. It wns a rare occurrence for a|
boy to possess any considernble liking for
literature. Galsworthy had remarzed m
connection with this pbese, “Just af the
critical time someone puts into his bands
one¢ of thosa damnable mechanical toys,
and he is lost forever.” Yet literary saob-
jecta oceupiod more than half the avail-

must to a large |
the <lnst-room  and the te :
workshop would have the 1
place in the - wol of
The future of humu.llg;r

stitution of active
the students, either
.{I-[lm':llliun. b _
merely 10 imitate the Univergity me

but “to woark ont ir. w
with n =2crenoce giving all
the manifold potentialition of
mind, whether artistic or
plause,)

pioneer work accomplished by sich men Ing sexsion,
It was hﬂh*][‘-bli'lldilﬂiﬂ'.

i now that men like her Vassal :regarding the impart of ' ‘
ing to know that men like Archer u;j-jﬂ;‘uﬁ S5 el dren IS %ﬂm |
“undertaken i

acores of other noled teachers, were ad- ! think the
vocating “science i'_-ﬂ all” |_i,, the ¢gu¢ﬂ. 1@1*,;¢- ¢
‘hey wighed to bringition m :
Eh tu- emotion must be guarded against

dents’ daily lives, so that they might com- control

Their power of controlling the young

‘In addition to theso

They should be tndé;t

their  lives perm J '
possible sope tco|

solentifc, (Ap!

SEX EDUCATION. |
oW SHOULD TH JECT BE
2 TAGKLED?UNET"-'-!!’

Dr. Helen Mayo presided at the er
Whien there was a crowded a
I ntnlinf her persopal v

| wurl; &tﬂu ;
e, ADpDlause, Such instry
ust be iudirPdl,n] and any show ol
i =1
in mannets wus a step in the ri J-,;,
direction, for it would help to restrain
people.  The moralists were faced
by a difficult problem, for a discussion of
the subject was apt to arouse dormant
impu]?ﬁ:. Rit t'tan S oG, e
Prolessor Robe n um--' ns
and physiological activity had bﬂl‘nmﬂi‘-
up in the process of evolution withiregard
solely to the physical welfare of the spe-
cics and its propagation, without say re-
gard whatever to thn'Fb:_!HL'n_ ¢ conceptions
of civilmed society, outline Vo
lutionary history was mmupun tha
remotest tissue of their s, Wha
ever they might desire they could neve
alter that fundamental fact.  Their evgd"
lutionary history was inscriboed in the
bodies. The qualities by which one s
was distinguished from another ‘cottld ¥
divided under two heads. irgd there
the fundamental ‘hallmars of Sex, name
its ' ability to produce I-I:ﬂ‘t‘lf.l d o
germ cell.  Then, in addition, there was
secondary group incidental to the nmin
differences. These were Enown assise
condary sex characteristios.  They vane
in different species.  Among sheep fh
ram had horns, and th T#Ir"‘tm
tinguished by its u comb, 1t
tail feathers and spurs. p
male human being was outwardly
fested by the growth of the beard,
deopening of the voict, and the ger
contour of the body, and in the fem
(he development oi the mamplary g
was another secondary sex cb
phj’ﬂ&'i
ako peychological ones prevail
class of higher animal, and® i
similar in diffcrent species to show &in
underlying causes. ' To the ongin 0o
sccondary differences they might nroa
attribute these psychol ~ differenst
It was not so generally knmﬂllﬁ} i
of certain orguns were nsplantadl 0
anotlier part of the body wecor 'ﬂz-
teristics would still develop,  “Ahiss
particularly remarkable when iﬂ'-
membered that the organs had bees
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nlile time. With regard to their own
lavanage no one could possess too deep an
asequnintance with at,

however, of the vahie
foreizn languages, excopt where a direct
cage of utility waa in question. | Under
other circumstances it certainly was notb
worth the years of drud@ery  mvolved.
More regard should be paid to the limited
powers of abstract thivking possessed by
the avernze pupil, In a story entitled,
“The Xuau Higher Up,/" O, Henry hod re-
marked “Yep, when n number one burglar
tries to turn hig Jemmy into James he
They might
paufe to wonder if oducationiste  to-day
wore not engaged in this very task. He

He was doubtiul | had
of instruoction in | which had resulted m the F"E‘

moved {from their normal ¢ and 2
deprived of their normal functiOnesSss
witnessed  experiments’ ONSCER

sunung the external ¢ teristICHEOLS
male, and vice versa. In this reege
was interesting to noticethat DO
assumed a behaviour to match theit

The secondary &%, o=

appearance, 1 i

ever, was quite independent of the s
dugtion of germ cells. Ia the RIS
dividual the incitement of SeX PEGESS

was ineyitable, and it TemainodERE
the educational worker 1o = GITGCEEE
channels whre it would bﬁlﬂ!{'
value to socroty. _{AEPIIP}_-_.__ L T
AMr, Garnett said he i ,.

Iy agreed with Proiessor Percy
Nunn, Of London, who sid, "\ girl can
gt through lils very comforfably with a
vory ®mall amount of mathematics,” Ouly
& few could pomuibly acquire any value
:f!'ﬂm a study of this subject beyond the
simpleat clementa of arithmetic, algebra,
and geometry, It was useless cruelty to
enforce & more advanced syllabus  upon
them. (Applause.) He would abolish
goneral compulsion in all subjects, and only
retamn special compulslon for those ree
quired ae the pro-reqmisites for University
degrees or special professional eareers,
The presontday ecurriculom was  too
crowded. No student should stady morg
than six subjects at the wmme time, and
Eﬂrnfmlgly__nin ore than four. It would
be pomiblo to hope that a degree of
proficiency '

with the problem merely a8
children. It was |

arzely o moral prok
The child must be taught to KU i ag
certain actions and ;imm 2L
moral self control. he weight O
dence was that the suppesed
effccts folloa childish per
sexual instinct had been @T0
rated, Jr. Andrews hlltl "X
large number of such boys if
public school, and had fount
ceptionally pnﬂariﬂﬂ_hm
hysically,  Their history
owever, showed that withot

they relapsed into medic
ru:grdl went to show
mentally

mhrﬁt' n BeX
interest in o




