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THE OALL OF DUTY. |

—Work of the Summer.—
“Yon will hear of my experiences down
here, We have discoveéred the windiest
place on earth—one continuous hurricane,
reaching 90 to 100 miles per hour for hours
und days on end. We experienced three
fine days in as many months during the
winter, but our 10 weeks of sledging was

Why Madigan Stayed Behind, -

The Clancellor of .flm Adelaide Univer-
sity (Right Hon, Sir 8 J, Way, Bart.) has
receivedl the following letter from Mr., C.

expedition to the antarctic, Mr, Madigan
was chosen as Rhodes Scholar for 1911, but
wis granted two yearms' suspension to en-
able him to join the expedition. The letter
is dated “S.Y. Auroms, Commonweakth Buay,
Adelie Land, January 31, 1913, and 12 as
follows:; — o)
~Y.eader of the Relief.—

“Owing to the non-réturn of Dr. Mawson
and his party from the summer sicaging
journey, prave asxiety is felt ' for ther
‘safety, and it has become necessary to leave
a party down there at the manin base to

search for them.  Cupt. J. H. Davis, com-
mander of the Anrora, and second in com-

imand of the expedilion, has assumed coin-{

‘'mand. He has to take off Wild's party
1,300 miles west along the coust neay Guauss
berg, and they are in = difficult place,
hemmed in by pack iee and bergs, and their
relief becomes deily more hazardous.  Dr,)
Mawson s 16 days overdue on Januvary 31,
and his instructions to Capt. Dayis are that;
in the event of his non-return the ship wall
Jeave here on February 1, which is  later
than Capt. Davis would have hked. The
captain and all concerned are, of course,
anxious that the very best should be done
for the attempted rescue of Dr. Mawson,
and that best 18 considered to be that 1
remain here ps leader of the relief., Six
men are necessary to form two sl{ﬂﬂ::‘ti;(
partics, and continue work at the hut, and,
in addrtion, Jefiries, the man who relieves
Hannan at the wireless, and the six best
have been chosen, and asked to remain.
None has ‘refused  this  doty,  diuhs
cult though the task is, and weary the
Jong antarctic  winter, especially in|

{ 'hotuir,

T. Madigan, « member of the Mawson|

mijes away; he took 'all the d-::_gd and
10, weeks' provisions; ' Bayes's party
 inland: Bickerton's western coastal party,

| which was unsuc

i over. the Barrer.

weather, be delaved on the mmn-hagling re-

in moderate weather. The year's average
wind velocity runs out at 49 mules per

We got through o good deal of
gcientifis, warﬁa_d'mn the winter—biologs-
cal, bacteriological, physical, meteoralog-
cal, and magnetic. I was meteorologst,
' There were fonr parties for the summer
‘gledging—Dr. Mawson over the plateaun to
the east, to attempt fo reach the land
farthest west sighted by the Terra Nova
on her first return vovage in 1912, 500

atarting with the aeroplane motor sledge,

" messhl{l; and my eastern
coustal party. The southern parly pgot!
300 miles_inland over & monolonous
platean;: Bickerton got 150 miles west
made a journey of
280 miles along the east coast, mainly
over, sea ice, discovering many rocky
bluffs and eeveral mountains end a glacier
44 miles wide, and taking observatjons of)
magnetic dip and declination, meteoro-|
logical observalions, geological and other|
dotéa. Dr. Mawson took much the same
general direction ag my=elf, but he travelled
1n. & straight line up on the platean, whele
I followed the outline of the coast on the
gea ice. M[Y knowing this &st is a strong
argument for remammg behind, and T must
say I took some convincing that I was the
man to stay when nine were relurning.
Except for the delay of Dr. Mawson's re-
turn,’ everything has been very successful
here at the main bhase. All may wef be
well wioth them,  They may have gone too
far with the dogs and, siriking heavy

turn, or one of them may be ill or injured,.
which swould greatly impede them. Wae still
have hope for them. 1 could write volinmes
on our experiences here. It is hard to know '
 where o &top. I have been t'reﬂaendnt:s}y1;
Lusy the last week getting provisions and
ccal from the ship and stowdng them, re-
pairing the hul, preparing for sledging and
the winter. I will leave winter quoarters

this fearinl place of continual blizzard,
[ fecl that 1 n:&..lnmng much by staying
here another year,

but T must do it, at{

for a month’s sledging or as long as
permits, aa’'soon as the ship Ieiveairf e%;her‘

at all costs. | am a member of the ex-
pedition, and I cannot desert it when it
needs me, Please excuse so long an ex:|
planation.  Perlups this will mean that
[ will lose my gcholarship, but 1 want to:
make it clear that it is no light matter
to me. No one who has mot spent al
winter in the polar regions can fully under-

case, the anxiety i8 very.greal,
—“It 18 Unavoidable.”—
“Ii s most unfortunate that after the
Rhodes trustees have been good eno
to give me two years' extension [ ehould
not even then turn up. I fear they will
think I do not value the scholarship. It

gtand the suxiely to return, and, in my |
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s unavoidable. I am sore you will rea-
lize the situation 1 was in when requ

tua
by Capt. Dayis to remain here in charge.
o one wished to lt‘{j several even spoke
of refusing, and to leudk the way in

this? T am very sorry that it has become.




