T |Tnovom Professor Rennio declines to

s

d hi orator, lna nddmue

ho £y commem yostor-
day ory wway woihy of the
men, and ml.l well ropay careful |
| pernsal. Tho. subject ho chose for his
theme is of great and gnmg practical
importance. ~ Chemistry is closely con-
nected with a wide rango of the industrial
arts, and has done flr more for them ﬁum

The.

s not without reason that chomistry as a
soience is insuttiiently honorod bocause
its scopo and aims are insufficiently under-
stood.  To a good many peoplo a chemist
medns an apothecary, and tho term is
generally associated in their minds with|
portly globes of colored liquid, indi-
cating places whero prescriptions are
made up. Even smong those who are
botter. informed the relative - impor-
tanco  of chomistry as a  science:
lis often - lost sight of. Professor
Rennie points out that medical stadents.
areapt to view the subject with repug-
nance, ‘4% something to be crammed up
and got through with the minimum of
knowledge.” It is not easy perhaps to!
fall in love with & number of uncouth
pames and symbols which, Dr. Rennio
uimms, may fairly bo compared with|
les, and especially when the

valuo of that kind of knowledge is not
perceived.  Whatever difficulty there
may boon this scoreis probably supple-
mented snd increased by one of the
special characteristics of our times. There
|is manifest eagerness on all sidos for tha
pru:uu.l spplication of scientific facts and

Dexterity and i

are fostered by the keen competition that
provoils.  Applied scionco is at a. pro-|
mium,  Both the demand and the
|desire for technical instruction are:
|urgent. The immodiate benefits that
sre obtained as the result of
\¢his general tendency need not- bo
undervalued, but it may be freely con-
fossed that thoy are likely to prove an
allurement from tho less attractive psth
of patient and plodding investigation.
Dr. Rennie showed very clearly that the|
st results are not likely to bo obtained!
by haphazard experiments, but that the
study of scientific principles, even though
there be no promise of useful issue,

yields tho grestestamount of profit in the

end.

With such o theme as this to expatiato
upon, and such & plea to urge, Dr. Rennio
hod no difficulty in finding arguments|
| both. lq’mhlamd eloquent, in support of
|the claims of chemistry as & science.
o bare fact that in its brosd serise,
Which is the true, it desls with tho|
sloments, forms. forms. and m\hﬂmm
matter, With the prooesses by ¥
le 7 substarices aro combined o
d, and the laws by which thoy

,uld
cultivation of this branch of knowledge.
The indigonous products of this continent
have so much that is special to them as to
promisa of abundint reward for

scil

of SE about, bub only.

enough to suggest how much romains un-'

lmown. Only tho other day tho discovery
“to &

roportod; from Broken Hill, and the
chomical - combinations in  that  region|
aro, f riob absolutely unique, o diver-
sified a5 to bo intensoly interesting, whils
to solyo tho problem:

Touching zhls mattor. of special in-
ion into the various

whire scionce hdlds up ' beckuning
{finger, Dr. Rennic's observations were
{stimulating plmggomyo. They embody.
@ conclusion that has been reached. and
oxplessed many timnsmhy ‘those who
desire  to seo Australian Universities
taking their proper place and exercising
their proper. function. ~‘This_ will never
bo dono as, long, as the digging. and
delving ‘are -left -to othor- hands and
wo aro content to bo their copyists
or to reap the fruit of thein
labors. If our seats of learning are
|to acquire respect and oxert influence they
must prove their capability for original
work that shall be of value to the world.
Thero are several conditions very much in
their favor. In some directions there is
virginsoilto be cultivated which mayboex-

pocted to yield an abundant harvest. Tho,
txonblu is that we huve so very foiv who
think it worth whilo to give their
timo and talents to the work. Dr. Rennia,
contrasts thy scarcity of persons who de-
vote themselves to bcientific pursuits in
theso colonios os: compared with tho ' old|
world, and his statoment of the case.is no.
doubt perfeotly correct. Graduates in
Australian Universities as & rule ngud
tho curriculum through which they p.-
s the means to an end, and that end is
to enablo them to tako o certain position
or to earn a living. . It would bo unfair
to blumo them for doing 8o, inasmuch a8
thoy have scarcoly any choice. Yob it is
to bo rogretted that such is the easo, and
the question is a very natural one whether
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