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No true student will allow. lnnuulf to
be turned asido from any fleld of cuquiry
merely because he does not imme-
| distely s the prospect of a so-
valled’ practical — that is a money-
making- -issuc to his inzestigations. Yot
| in the four different aspects under which
Dr. Rennie discussed his favourite science
he was able to show how at cvery turn
the student finds himself rewarded with
the discovery of some utilitarian fact which
should supply at all events a sufficient
reason, even to the most materialistic
mind, in favour tf public support
being sccorded to the oviginal re-
search of the scientist. In the purely
physical aspect of chemistry the wmost in-
teresting work touched upon, such 4 that
| of Professor Crookes and Lord Kelvin,
| bad reference to the efforts now being
made to account for the action of the all-
pervading other of the universs in giving
riso to the phemomena of matter.
On the chemical side: it has been
shown that one metsl may’ bo made
to manifest itself in at least five
different aspects, thus suggesting that
this apparently clementary body is. really
a cowpound dorived from somo simpler.
substance or substances. Nothing was
said about the indirect evidence which is
Bow accumulating to show that hydrogen
is the bass of some materials which at
one time wero thought to be chemically
indivisiblo clements. But the bold
generalizations of Lord Kelyin in looking
to the ether as the prototypo of
all so-called clementary substances
have  presented an  cven  more
interesting field for thonght. Hero
again, however, the practical side of the
scientist’s work was not left unnoticed,
and it was shown that the motal nickel is
| now being rendered availsble for purposes
to which it would never have beon applicd
but for the partly accidental discoyories of
_u:a _chemist. 1t may be meationed, in
tion to what Dr. Rennie says fo his
¥, Hiat the procass of mickel-plating
ely to be revalutionized very soon by
discovery of certain solutions of the
samie motal, and possibly by this mens
| the practical man may be enabled to
‘obvitte tho losses occasioned by metallio!

~ If an equally simple remedy for|
blo *rust” were found out thero!
L maich eause for rejoicing.
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of usefulness for chemistry, hoth from an
‘agricultural and from a mannfacturing |
pomt of view. The proof that such plants |

and beans actually have tho eﬂaei
ol’mnsrm-lng nitrogen ‘from the atmo-
sphere into the soil is giving & new and.
highly scientific bearing to the theory of |
tho rotation of crops; while, on the
other hund, tho synthetical instead of the
analytieal part of the chemist’a funotions |
liss boen (called into’ exercise in tho
artificial production of sugar. In all
quarters thoe Horizon “of kuowledge is
widening out and disolosivg new direc-
tions in which patient and ' eonscientious
cfforts may ho productive of |immense
results in improving the happincsd
of ' mankind. . Toxicology, or the
medical  and  chemical  study  of
poisons, must at once assumo a moat
vitally, important meaning for ‘oll' the
world when it is clearly understood that
in many of tho most deadly diseases it
is a cortain specilic poison, probably the
product ‘of ‘somo species  of ‘microbs,
which' Kills' or weakens rhe. patient.
In this, indeed, we have a sphere of
chemical research regarding which it
must, troly be said that the harvest is
plenteous” but the libourers are few.
How to neutralize these poisons may be
termed the grandescanu1ao  domentous
problem which the science of this genera-
tion is called upon to selvo. There
is for many .reasons wuch cogency
in Professor Rennie’s appeal to students |
toapply themselves to original researches.
1t 'is not really necessary for the student
to'take up his permanent abode in the
crowded contres of the old world in order.
to effect valuable and lasting work in the
cause of humanity. The scientific pub-
lications of London, Pavis, Vienna, and
Berlin are ever open for the recognition.
of any” communications of real value.
Tho true brotherhood of science is in
fact independent of local habitation.
It is at present nothing less than a
reproach to Australians that they leave
the investigations even of their
flora and fauna to a largo oxtent in
the hunds of English, European, and
American enquirers.  Much valuable work:
has indeed beon done in Australia, but
tho workers are s0 foy, and the amount of
work to be accomplished is 50 great, that
the principal cause for reproach applies |
to those who might wmake soma!
effort at original researsh, but who
completely neglect, their apportunities.
Tho University is the crown of our educa-
ticnal system, and its annual commeniora-
tion i fitting inayguration for the series
of school speech-days and reunions which
signalizo the close of the year. The love
of knowledge for its own sake must ever
bo stracgely blended with that of the dis-
tinction which it brings. But in con-
gratulating those who have won the
lauxels of the year we alyovemind thom
that the most precious possession: Mueh
they have acquired i not the prize or tho
degreo, but: the mental training and the

knovdcdgn which it typifies.
i




