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ADELAIDE LAW DEGREES.

A serious slur has been cast upon the
law degrees of the Adelaide’ University by
the Senate of the sister institution in Mol-
h_ﬁumo. The resolution which. was car-
ried by tho Senato on Wednesday cor-
tainly makes no specific allusion to Ade-
laide d LA y
ates or undergraduates of other Univor-
sities should be admitted to a degreo or.
status in tho Melbourno Univawsity only

that to which th ¥
had undergone would entitlo them in the
Melbourne University, It is intended to
apply to all cases in which porsons |
holding degrees may apply for admission |
ad eundem gradim although the smount
of study which they have done may nch
te fairly equivalent to the work required
from students of Melbourne University
itself. But as it is understood that the
Adelaide LL.B. is the only degroe which
is at the present moment called in quess
tion, the general motion has & moro par-
tieular referonco %o our own University
than to any other.

Tt will be memembered by our readers |
that some years ago, when the LL.B.|
degreo was first added to the list of |
honours for which a course was preseribed
at Adelaide University, the very unusual
step was taken of excluding from  tho
curriculum  all those subjects swhich
impart general culture as distinguishod
from merely professional logal knoywledga,
Indeed it must unfortunately be admitted
[that while, on the ome hand, nostu-
| dent would be likely to take the whole

course and remain sbsolutely an ignorant
man on the general subjects of an English

| education, secing that matriculation was
to be successfully passed before the law
course was begun, yet, on the other hand,
it remained possible for a man to become
a full-fledged barrister without kuowing
anything of general history or literature,

| and with only tho veriest smattering of |
| classical knowledge. So. obyious was
it that the degreo was what bas boon |
contemptuously designated  *shoddy” |
that the Melbourne Universityauthorities,
on being requested to admit an Adelaido
Bachelor of Laws to the samo degree in
the neighbouring capital, flatly refused to
recognise his status in any Wo
pointed out at tho timo what & mistako it |
would be to allow the University
of Adelaide to remain under tho
stigma of issuing cheap. degrees. The
reflox disgrace of such o  proceed-
ing would undoubtedly affoct tho out-
sido -estimation in which all other |
distinctions granted by our University
sere held, and the final result would bs
thiat not merely one but the whold of our
degreea would bo sct down by o_umidm
45 on a par with thoso of tho misorable, |
sell.covstituted Colleges of somo of tho
American States, whero they givo a man
a degree for writing a letter or cssay and
piying s foe. |

Tho matter was brought prominently
\ofore the Senate in Adolaido, and after
much delsy & compromise waa sgrood
upon by which cortain subjects of tho
Arts course wero imported into that for
the degreo of L. B., and the torm of study
was extended to four years. The Mel-
bourno graduato who, on Wednesday,
| assorted that only a thros years' law
course was roquired in Adelaide was,
therefore, in error. Both the calendar
for | v and that for the curront

- got forth moat distinctly tho details

-

[

one another.

of the Adelaide course, and such's mis-
statement ouglit not to hayo been allowed
0 pass une . In Melbourng
every candidate for the Law dogree must
first take his B.A. degroe, and thereaféer
spend two yoars in special law studios.
In Sydney, also, tho Arts degreo is
required 45 o preliminary, but the whole
course can bo ' comploted, as in Ade-
lide, in tho spaco of four yeam.
The  substantinl  difforence  be-
tween the curricoium as it exists
in this and in the neighbouring colonies
is that whilo Greek is compulsory ia
Melbourne and Sydney. it is optionl in
Adelaido.  Without. entering into tho
question’ ey beirg debated o warmly
in England as to whether compalsory
Greck  should he abolished  in “the
Universities, we may  point . out
that if v be allowed to romain
optional in Adelaide those stadents who
avoid taking it up ought to bo called
upon to do an equivalent amount of work.
in tho way of gencral culturo biefore being
permitted to take their degree. - Scholars.
who aro ready to abolish compulsory
Latin and Greck lay’ themsolves opé to.
Sydney Smith's sneer that they are only
too ‘anxious to kick down the ladder
by which they themsolves have mounted.
Yet in view of the strong feeling swhich
exists in England at present it would
certainly bo well for the Australian
Universities to confer together on this
subject, and to find out whother thoy
cannot, sottle their differonce amicably,
instead of throwing academical|stones a®

AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITIES,

There is xo greater enthusiast in the
cause of learning in Australia than Pro-
fessor Tucker, who has just returned
from a trip to the old country. Much
interest, therofore, attaches to tho
opinions expressed by the Professor in
the interview of which a report
appears in another column. It is
evidently with am a settled. M{ia[
that _all our Australin  Universi-
ties must offer greater induegni»\mu
to students to specializo in particular
studies in order to secure tho highest
grado of talent and of training in any
department of knowledge or of scientific
attainment, Our ordinary examinations
are even more severo than those of some.
of the best Universities in the old
world ; but, on tho other hand, the
honour men are seldom bncouraged
to ponctrate 8o far into  tho
highor regions of their ‘branches
of study ss aro those of tho older
contres of loarning, It is the opinion
of Professor Tucker, indeed, that the
standard in spocial departments advances |
50 rapidly in the cld country that young.
Professors fresh from College with all tho
newest impulses and ideas seom profor-
ablo to gentlomen who may have speat a.
long time out of contact and association
with the cultured minds of the bost
colloginto society. Ho appears to adyo-
cato in conneotion with our Universities
something very like tho short servioe |
system which has boen inaugurated in |
Victoria and New South Wales
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