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THE UNIVERSITY PRELIMINAR!
EXAMINATION,
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tion b tho University this year, if nnr
may judgo from the fact that nearly five
out of every oight of tho candidates
have had to suffor the unpleasant!
ordcal of being plucked. To myl
bo, however, that the standard hsa
roully remained about the ume, but |
that the uvomgnﬁmeuor theaspiring ones
has not boen so high &8 in pruvmlu yoars
owing to s growing desice among younger
students to submit to the testing pro-
couses of the chief seat of learning
in the colony. By the way, itis especit
ally moticesble that the proportion of
girl candidates is largely incress-
ing, and it is clear that among
the rising geveration the mono-
poly of University study formerly en-
joyed by the sterner sex will be more sud
more extensively challenged. That there
is justitication for this is evidenced by
the large number of girls included in
the pase.list published by us on Tuesday.
The Preliminary Examination, as we
have more than once pointed out
on previous occasions, cannot bo said
to supply a full test of the curriculum
which it is desirable that all the lower
and middle classes of the schools:should
follow out. Itis held during the month
of September rather than at a later period
of the year in order that candidates may
haye an opportunity of submitting to the
tasts proper for their ago by ofioring
themselyes for the Junior or the
Senior Examination in November of the
samo  year. Tho subjects prescribad
for the Preliminary Examination are
really tho compulsory subjects of the
University matriculation, or, in the
case of the Adelaide University, the
Senior Exsmination. The idea which
prompted tho framers of the present
system to' limit the firss test to resding,
English, and arithmetic will therefore be
obvious.

Tt was thought that, as failure to reach.
the standard in thess branches must
necessarily entail oxclusion from tha
Univorsity classes, tho candidates whote
elomentary knowledge was nob satisfacs
tory might be spared the trouble of
sitting, and the Umvem{y the task of
examining them in tho other subjects.
The truth, however, is that it.
Was never intended that the Pre-
liminsry Examination should, in point
of time, bo so completely disso-
ciated from the public examinations as
it bas been in tho common practice of
the schools aud of the candidates. If
Wwe go into one of the schools whon
| pupils presont themselves annually before
the Umvamby oxaminers wo shall !




