Eveu 50 nuntly s in Sop-
‘tomber  of last yoar. thero  were
[ only 165 passes. Th cossful e
| dates on this .
about B8 per cont. of the total numbor
|| who pmun!od themselvos. It is inte-
resting to note the rulutiva proportions
|| of tha two soxes and  thoir variations
from year to year. In Scptomber,
1890, for examplo, there wore 154 passes,
| xnd tn the list of the successful students
appeared tho namos of no less than sixty-
one girls, This year, although the aggro-
gate ofjpasses has risen to 231, the
! girls only numbor sixty-four, This com-
parative, although not actunk, falling.oft
is in strong contrass with the fact that
tho Iist of successful boy candidates now ||
Bumbers 167, or mors than doabla the
tntal of 1890. It wmight seem from tho |
passes this year, which wo balievo aro.
/Approximately proportionate. to  the.
‘entrien of children belonging to each sox,
that the passing of an oxamination
88 a test of the year’s work is not now
considered 8o necessary in tho caso of a .
gl as in that of a boy. Ib would
hardly bo safe, however, to deduce
any general cooclosion from  the
figures for two or thrae years.
It is true that in the past boys have
in & special degreo had to look for
ward to earning their living in pursuits
for which their fitness could to a largo
oxtent be estimated by their proficiency
in such subjects ms English com-
position, spelling, and arithmetic,
But a change has taken placo in
this respect. Parents, finding that
clerical oecnpations offer but poor pro-
spects for theic sons, are beceming more.
and mora reconciled to the ides of cheir
turning their attention to rural inaus-
tries. Oa the other hand, the need is
baing incroasingly recognised of pro-
paring girls by means of s good educa-
tion for such active and remunerative
dutios as they are best suited to perform.
It is not unproblblu, therefore, that
the increase ia girl candidates will in
future ynn knp pace mh if 1t doos
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