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" THE UNIVERSITY EXAMINA.
o2 TI0!

Mhe end of Lhe scademic year'is now |
fast approaching, snd tho fact will be

| intimated | from time to time by the pub:

lication of the yarious examination-lists.
| At the University classes lectures onded
last Wednesday, and the students swho
have beon storing up knowledge all the

will have to face the examination
papers ‘on the 20th of this month in
order to demonstrate how much: of
lmn‘mg they have i‘sﬂy mhmed‘ ’,l'he

month, and the namea of the succossful

unam.u- apposred in  Saturday’s|
& me year. &o year, it w1l

gmvu darger. To has now beeonu
evident that music is ono of the |

arts. Last yosr the successful can
at the junior lexamination, in- theor
music numbered forty-! -four in. njq

forty-five snd fifty-three.  Again, in the
seniorsection of the ssme examination,
tho first class lust year included séven and
the second class ten, while the numbers
| for this year are thirteen and eighteen.
Tbe advance in one year from seyenteen
passes to no less than thirty-one in the
;nemox division is indeed 3 most hopeful
sign, and indicates a determination on
Lho pm of the students not to let: thou
pdirectly they have p

first test.

\ Thero is something more than. t.he mere:
desire for public honour in the very
strong desive, exhibited in modern times
smong almost all sections of the people,
{to pass tho examinations prescribed. by:

various inatil Some no
doubt, gio up for examinations with very
Little aim but that of showing off’ before
the world at Iarge. It was this form of
intollectual vanity that Lord Neaves
satirized when he wrote :—

To have & shivg it nothing if you're mot

ed to show.
Aund to know a :hmg is nothing unless others
know you know it

But against those animated by such
metives one must in fairness place
| the largo number of candidates who |
lxeally etudy the subject for its own |
sake, and who use the oxaminations
merely as a means of testing their own |
progress, and deciding at what stage
they are ready to go on toa moresd .
wvanced grade of work. For good or for
evil the examinatiord system is firmly |
established among us, and there can be |
no doubt that it has come to stay. For
this reason it is of the utmost importance.
{that the stundard tests should be based
upon tho most liberal and enlichtened
ideals. The suggostion that federated |
Boards of Examiners should be estab- |
lished by all tho Australian Uni-
vorsities was again  brought  under
public notice by Canon Posle at: the
rcent meatings of the Scionce Associn-
tion. T& is difficult to understand vhy
this proposal has not made more head-
way of recont years. Even in the case of
such examinations as those in music it is
surely undenisble, as we have wmore
than oncs urged, that 'an  examina-
tion by a Board of well-qualified
‘oxperts  must  always  le more
gatisfactory than one conducted. by a
singlo individual, however distin-
| guished, more especislly in a d.puram.ug
‘lilm tho practice of music, in w'hinfg@
umnuhof praise or of blame dop
ind;




