unity
astronomical and other scientifio re-
mmhu. and by long study and practice
lh hu become tho scknowledged Aus-

n automatic encyeclopwdia upon
_ concerns connected  with postal
telegraph  communication,  In
matters  Australasin has shown
greater advance towards federation than
‘in anything else, and no trifling part of
rﬂis colonial concert of action respecting
them must bo credited to Sir Chazles,
'In promoting this federation ho has
attended  more intercolonial con-
\ferences than probably any other
' man in Australia, and this alonewould have
won him a knighthood long ago if he had.
been a politician instead of a Oivil sorvant.
Dr. E. €. Stirling, O.M.G., may also
accept his new title with the conscious-
ness that it is only a fitting roward
for his arduous performance in other
deparomencs of the public servico
Apart from his work in bringing under
the world's notice an Australian mar-
supial previously unknown to matural
history, and irrespective of tke enthu.
sinsm which he has displayed in connection
with the recent remarkable discovery of
fossil and other remains in Central Aus-
tralia, Dr. Stixling has probably done more
than any other man in recent years to
Dring the public Museum up to ita present
excellent condition. In tho task of en-
riching and otherwise. perfecting that
valuablo collection he has expended moro
intelligently directed cnergy as @
mere labour of love than many
possibly equally competent men would
have exerted as a matter of business.
The medical brauch of the University he
Das fostered snd dovelopod with great
zeal and success ; he has long been one of
the most prominent members of the South
Australian Branch of the Royal Socity;
he has filled tho importsnt position
of President of the State Children's
Conncil; and during the short time
in which he mingled in the sphore|
of political nctivities ho wis equally
| characterized for his  ability, his
affability, ond  his thoroughness. His
journey. across the continent with
Tord Kintore in pumsuit chiefly

of his scientific enquiries must bo |
considered not as/the cause of his present
| distinction, but merely as an evidence of ©
|4 the practical earnestness which he hasput
meo N:o stadies which he has made his

‘This new list of honours indicates
broadening of the bounds within |
which merit  is  offisially  rocog-
mised.  Poth Sir Charles Todd
and Dr. Stirling have been chosen {

cientific attainments. In the past thero
me too common a tendency to'

2 M’nyor of tho City of Perth.
{is & unique record of which
|might well be taken,

.bue it is hia work »s o m(m#-uh

| | and not his semi-politicsl position.

thich
{has boen thus acknowledged. Neither
| kel to
| be oceasioned by Her ,Mn;mye omission
to select lundmg politicians in the ld)n

superstition to tho effsct that tth-pal
\gift of the Golden Rose is apt to bo
followed by dire misfortune to its Royal
recipient ; but it is o fach, due to the
exceptional vicissitudes of the times, that
the newer order of Knights in New
South Wales and Victoris have beon-
singularly  unfortunate. ‘Those who
flourished  thero & fow years sgo havo
since, metaphorically spesking, been
cast into the oven; and thers are
o
tribution of further lnighthoods amonget
in tho eastern p
bodelayed.  Tn South Australia cirum-
stances aro different, and some peopld
probably expected that the Spesker of
our Assémbly would have been offered &
similar distinction to that obtained by,
the Prosident of tho Legislative |
Council in Westorn Austxalis. = The
oxplanation  of , the 'omission is
simple. The second’ consecutive term
of tho prosent Spcnkor has  not
|yet Dbsgun, and it is understood
| that Australian  Speakers have been
| selected for ticular * dignities on tho
understanding expressed in tho phrase—
< Once Speaker always Speaker s0 long
8 your Parliamentary life shall Iast.”
| Whether Mr. Coles would feelat liberty to
accopt any special distinction is, of eourse,
‘bcsido the question. In VictoriasDr.
| Madden's elevation to the post of Chisf
Justico has been rapidly succeeded
by a knighthood, but the title practisally
goes with the position. The lata 3r.
| Higinbotham might haye had it yearssgo
had not his strong opinions in reference
to all such honours interposed an insuper-
able obstacle.
The rule observed in referenca to
the Australian appointments has been
adopted to somo extent in connection
| with those made in the old country.
Merit and genuine attainment have been
conspieuously rewarded in several cases.
Tho authorities who control this title-
giving at present caonot justly be
reproached with the old plainti—
*Tia pity honons ahonld ‘bo bonght with gold—
off all desort.

Neither wealth nor meretricious repu-|
tation seoms to have been taken specially
into consideration this yesr. The recog-
| nition of so many distingaished journ:
| Tists does ot form & now procedent, but
|'such & thing was unknown not so very
long ago. It may be * tho bumegqnﬂ

dmervmg porsons,”  but: there




