November l4th, 1988

Dear Sir,

1 understand from Dp Bliss that Professor
Zelendkhin has invited him to work in the Institute of
Plant Protection in Ieningrad, and that his application
for a visa to return to the USSR 1s now under consider-
atlon,

Dy Bliss has besn working in the Laboratory
now for over two years, and I have had a good opportunity
of forming a judgment as to hins interests, experiences and
oapacity. In theas respeots his qualifiomtions for such
work sesm t0o me wholly exceptional, Hs has hat lﬂl‘.
prastical experiense both in pure entomelogy, insluding
genstios, amd in insecticidal ressarch, both under
leboratory and under field oonditions, Whepre he i
excepticnal, however, most partioularly, 1s in his having
during this pericd formed & olear conception of the
statisbtioal problems to ba faced and solved, If laboratory
experiments ars to contribute progressively to building
up & body of firm and established knowledge for fubture
mildences, and if practiocal trials are mob sithsr to fail



in their object, or to mchieve it only with a quite
unnecessary wastage in time and money.

During his stay at this Labtoratory he has
beon particularly sngaged in developing and applying a
syatam of methods of statistionl anmlysis and tests of
sipnificance, which I do not hesitate to say ars of
fundamental importance. I cught, perhaps, to mention
in this nunn?ctiun that I have !:m-ln for many yeara in
touch with ths insectioidal expsriments carried out by

Dr Tatterafield at Rothamsted , and had a good deal to do
also with the attempts made by Professor Oaddum and his
nascclates at the National Institube for Medical Rasearsh
at Hampstead when he was attempting to systematise the
method of blologleel assay of which that Institution 1s the
centre,

Jp BElles has tackled the fundamental problems
on this subjeot with a width of view and insight which ne
statistiolan of purely mathematisal training sould be
expeoted to show) he has, in consequanoe, during his spay
here,.developed methods appropriate to a mmeh wider range
of applications than has hitherto boen attempted., This is
due, of course, to his persistense in mAking every aspect
ef the problem clear to hinself, as well ms to his
experience of the difficulty and amblguities which arise
in the practice of such nnu.;-nh. Apa:t from thils sepect
of his work, however, I should like to stress my impression



P
that he is a meticulously careful experimenter, with
an Imaginative glft which enables him to foreses Important
developments, and to lay down in advance tests cajable
of exploring their possibilities,

Une of the polntes which I have for years
been in the hablt of stressing in regard to the
statistleal examinatlon of experimental reaults. and to
the statlstlical design of experimental programmes, is that,
without the exercise by '.'.h.tu. means of laboratory and
sratematic control, experimentation is liable to be, and
has besn in & hundred inatmnoes, sither excessively
wasteful, or i;'llff'ﬂntl.ll.]., or sometimes 1ndeed both, through
the experimenter falling to use such vast exparience aa
is available i* to plain the structbure and extent of
his programme that it will be fitted to supply the
informatlion practically required In ite inception.

in say'!ng & much as I have done of Iw.,
Blisa'a qalificaticons in fundamental research, I should
like to stress the importance that such research may
have in & programme thet 1s aimed primarily at practioml
ends,

Yours falthfully

Tha Consul Jensral
of the USSR
2. H¥gliry Oardens,



