15 Hoveuber 1932,

Dr, W.T. Calmain, F.i.2.,
Britipi Lusewn, (N.H.),
South Lenalngton
Londony S.#. '5‘
Jear Dr. Calmeini
I am weedting to ssk 1 you can put me in touch with
any bird expert on your staff on the qQuestion of the
relutive abundance ol diffesrenl epecies, #hat L am
after ultimately i & relative estimuate of tue total
anhunl breeding ;.upulatlion. 1t ili be I Lhink fairly
easy to get wetimales of Lhe relatlive abundance of the
Eritish breeding epecies in this coumwry. e other main
factor is bresding range, and of course what 1ls kuown of
relatlve abundance over this range. However, vcanige alone
may scmatimes settle the question, Il the vcunge lo net
extensive,; and the ey known %o be low wilhun it .
For a start and as an exumple take the Lwelve Eritish

breeding ducks &.. Jeeuwu.

Anas crecca Meargusd um%anner
penelope Nyroca fuligulas
strapara farina
platyryncha Somateria molllssima

Anser anser Spatula clypeata

Mergenser senator Tadorna tadorna.



Dr, Calman =2-

would it be po:sible with prosent knowledge either
(a) to put these in order uf total abundance, or (b) to
proup thom in egay, five classes of abundance. [ shall,
of course, conault Lhe Oxford pesople about relallve
abumvanca in thils country, but your staff may have a great
deal of valueblo imowledye to the point, even if (a) or

(b) cannot be dcne at once.

Yours slncerely,



