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Dear Dr. ¥isher,

Some tlme ago you suggeated to me the
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for the information asbout B« For two sumples only, the
contour integration presents no difficulty for m,, W, both

odd, but ihe algebralc expressions for the residues become
veary lengthy ss w, , W, inorease.

I was intereated in the suguealion you
mw.luiiu eénnection with thes problam Ithﬂ-t- in particulser
cHaea we could obtaln m test of significence by caledlating
the likelihood function L for e number of values of P
and finding 5% levels for p from [ itself. Would this
procedure be appliceble to the least squars fitting of

equations of the form e.g. Y =1 - uF Tﬂhnr! the equation



is not effuetively linear in ihe purﬂmﬂ.arP 7?7 You
pointed out onoe in & lecture that the "linear regresalon”
theory no longer holds snd I have often wonderad how far
it ia out for smull samples and how one could wake an

exact teést of slpgnificance if wunted in any particular

cage. Opuld one use P 3 2
“Ls{y-#0-e )
L &

caloulate L for diffdrent velues of P and reject velues
at both teila. It ie not clear toc me what relation thia
procedurs would have to the samphbing distribvution of the
leest squarea sslimate of 1'3 « I would be grateful fer

your advioe on this point.

Yours dincersaly,
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