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Dear Darlington,

Bhankse for your letter and the high compliment of inviting me
for the'Bateson Lecture'. It seems a long way off, so I will socept,
though I ¥mow &% will be a chore when it comes to writing it. At the
mement I am & 1itile preccoupled with having undertelken to give the
Eddington Leoture next November, snd consequently, shall have to refleot
on the semi-vitalistioc or quasi or psuedo-vitalistie tradition through
Bergeson, to Smuts end 80 on. I hope it may be possible to disentangle
80me unnecessary oconfusicms, :

As %e your consanguinity questiom, I 40 mot think that 1t has
kecn established as a faot that consenguinsous merriages have fewer
srviving boye, or vhat is a @iffersnt thing, more mals deaths, I
Bay'a different thing' beceues &t would seem $het methiug conduoes
more to surviving ohildrem than some disessedllike haemolytie jeundiee
whioh greatly inoresses the mwmiber of etill-hdrths end infentils dsaths,

If the Oalton Lah, were not committed %0 Qomwanistic chacurontism
I should eonsult them, Ae 1% is, I should thisk Fraser Robepts would
e more likely than anyons o be willing to give time to sort out
what deta ere avalleble,

Yours sinserely,



