158k, Taxmary 1947,

By desr Duprlingtom,
I have Juct secn your letter of Jenuary 13th.

ac to type T should lire jyou to comslder the conveition adopted
by the Journel of Genvtics of uailna- Olarendon or bold-faced typo for
genatic symbols. I 8o not ¥now when this convention wan first
sdopted, but it 1s ropresented by wy recont offprinte, ard I think
it a coneiderable gain to distinguish in text, table headlings, ete.
genstlo symbols from other letter press, especislly now thet weny
genes take two letters of whioh the first may be & cepitel, 8o that
you may write down Beck or Oall without Imowing it.

T think 1t is gouod to reserve italies for tiheir univeraal
applicution to Latin names or forsign words gensrally, but a
difficulty certainly arisss here in that the aAmericans would gposk
of & pink, Booty, roughoid female, without ltalics, whercas Wings,
with equal coneistenoy, might opoak of a Zebr meoulatus nalo
and would oertainly use itelics in doing so. [How would it do to
use téalics consistently for the names of genes or 1looi even when
thllnmnmltnthnwlgwtunauﬂmdinMﬂmha tranalated
into GQerman or Ruseien by geneticists speaking thooe lwh on
the ground that within the sphere of influenge of our own language
ﬁ wisgh to use tho word ms a technicel designation? e.gs I would
ppesk of Dunn's Ruby in italics to designete a partioular mutation,
while reserving the right to speak of eny mouse as ruby-syed whioh



ssemed phenotyrically to deserve that descriptions

I ghould rather not use capitals for j.ersonal names which in
tue daglish convention are sufficiently distinguished by their
initial cgpltale. Wy pwefurenpe hore ie besed on a dielike for
introdusing unngoossarlly a typngraphleoal diference between
solentific and other literar: work.

An regerda mathouatioal n;!mbnln,l I should give Oliver & Bopd
e free hand, aa they have always &one tha:s rather well. In any
on@e I am sure we ought to rely on genersl instrugtions to the
pxl'inmu,l who ara far more llahle to garry tham cut consistently
than we ghould be ouraelves.

Toura sincersly,



