Jarmary l6th, 1856

Hy dear Ford,

«any thanks for your letter and the return of the
papar, I am exomedingly mlad you think well of 1t,
sapeoially of thoas partes which 1 found 1t most Aiffioalt
to handle. I shall add & short paragraph to avold too
abrupt a finish, but 1 think £t would be too diffleult

too
to swmarise without being/dogmatlec on points where I

only wish to set ﬂ:lt the evidenoe.

Your question as to Mendel's =tratepy 1s really
most intereating and important. It ia difficult to know
how muoch confidence he felt as to the applioation of
his lawe to other organiems. I imagine that his
confidence wavered greatly rrm,#':ﬁ- to admther, la
atresses onoe or twice that hls data refer only to a
small plant group. Against this, he writes rather
confidently of the results with Phasselus, which, later,
it seema, he decided not to publish, for he only includes
qualitative statements in his paper on Pisum, The two

indications available ae to hle prelinindpy uﬂ“‘



are that attention was, from the fipst, directed to
leguminous plants, and that ornamantal garden plants
ware used, 80 perhaps Watklns was asctuslly right in
saying that Handel bred M—pﬂnnl If it were not
for the menticn of ornamentel plants, one would
suyposa that he had ﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂ!‘tl.inﬂd asad character
segregation in Plsum either before he went to Viennm
or after his return, and that, alfter the first large
counts in 1859, the ideas Tormed from these early
obeervations prystelissd repidly into a factorlal
schems Re lngad%‘hﬂ ¥hia scheme sugrested & number
of verifications, which mipght well lead him to work
more axtenaively with peas, perhaps at the expense of
other planta, than he hed oripinelly intended.

whean he wrote hils paper, I should judge that
his attitude was thkt he would refuse to clalm that
his laws had been de onstrated beyond Pilsum, but he would
be much disapuointed if they did neot, in fact, extend
mach further., It is not really improbable that he was

theorising much more confldently before hils experimental

work than he was afterwards,
Yours sinocerely,

£ 0 hatey



