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Deay Flgher,

I am imrensely obliged to you for allowing
me to read your eplendld paper. It ls remarkable that so
much that le new can be extracted from Mendel's account.
You have treated the difflcult matter of the faked data
in a most t.a-atful WAY.

In the left hand margin I have corrected a
few unimportant typlng erreps, and suggested one or two
glight additions of punctuation and the llke. These are
on pp. 1,2,3,12,17,20,21,22,29,34,35,36. All are in pencil,
and so ocan easlly be removed if not requlred. The only
sentence which did not read qulte olearly to me the first
time 1g p.10,1ine 8 from bottom. I think the two commas
suggested would help 1it,

The only suggestlon whioh oocoure to me, and
that a tentative one, 18 that the paper might be provided
with a summary. I always think thiles rether helpful, and
the end seemed perhaps a little abrupt. You see you have
naturally had to be eo careful in your statements on the

faking, that the point eeems rather lmmersed in the paper
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ag & whole. A summary would obviate tnia.

The most excltilng 1dea 13 your suggestlion
that Mendel may posslbly have deduced his lawe origlnally
ag A mental construct — It would be diffloult to pay him
a higher compliment. Aspuming that thile is &0 (and it
does seem poseible now), it relges a difficulty in regard
to the strategy (apart from the tactlos) of Mendel's
work. In such elrcumstances he must have reached hile
conclusions ap a wide gemeralization. 8o 1t seeme extra-
ordinary that he should verlfy them, and (in particular)
demonatrate them to ::::rpﬂnplu, with reference to a
elngle specles. Had he uatgzignugh characters in FPlaum
to demonstrate independent assortment and employed the
time a0 galned in damunﬂ‘t@ﬂting his ratios between a palr
of characters in even two other widely Aifferent organ®
isme (say an animal and a very different plant), his
poBition would have been lmmeneely stronger. It would
then have been clear, perhapa with no more work than the

peas required, that he had dlscovered & principle of wlde,
inetead of loecal applleation.
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Agalin, many thanke for letting me sse thia.
It has been A great pleaspre — 1t la certaln to cause
wide Interest. I dont know where you are golng to publ leh.
But where ever 1t 1ls, there are certaln to be poeple
intereated 1n the hietory of blologleal theory who will
not see it unleas you alao send 8 short account to Nature.

I hope you will do thia.

Youre elincerely,
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