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It really is a very great distress to me that you and I
are so mich eut off from one ancther by tho great distance of
England to Australlia. I ecannot even pleture your envliromsent,
aince Adelalde iz the only large town in Australic that I have
never visited. I wn3 to some extent holding back from writlng
since I was expecting your return, when I hoped you could have
visited Oxford and we could have hadfhelong tolk which T would
give anythlng to have wlth you. Yet the other day I received
your Christmas ecard immedistely after my return from the U.S.4.,
which supgpested you had ne imediate intentiog of returning o
this eountry. M- Bwed i3 a big thing to say 1t 1=z almost more
losz to me than %o anreone. I do hope, m eer Ron, that 1t may
not in reality be too long before I seo you.

Weo have %ﬁ'l: quantities of most exciting remlts hare, and of
eourse you will have ssen the varlous papers whish are coming
out, such as those of Bernard Kettlowell on his Tndustrial lLiol-
aniam and ours on the laniola work. If theore are any that you
would lilte roprints of, do plesse let me lmow.

licWhirtor iz melding pood propress with bis mlce and the Wr.
David Jones, {a) with his studles of polymorphism on Vieia oracca
and (b} en the ocecurrence of the blood group antivodies aond re-
lated substances in plants, Robert Creed is hoping to study the
polymerphism of the ladybeotle, Adslia, from the point of view of
acologlcal genetles; alsc t}m’m frustacemn €rangonix.

You wlll know we have hed a blg paper out on lanicla jurtina
in relation to the Mainlend,and s small one in regard to & COLlsc-
tion in the north of Scotlsnd. Thera is a atill higmer paper in



press,bringing the worl of the Islez of Scilly up te 1958 that
Hhoulé appear in Hnrnd%jx in the suturn. Dowdeswell has pot
the most exclting results on breeding Haniola and comparing
what happens in bred families with the spot-oistrlbutions in
the flying population wnence they are derived. It is about
time that we published the Panaxia dominula results again. The
gene-Trequency went up a lot In 1957, declined slightly in 1958
and a good desl more In 1959, but it 1a not as low as it has
boon. If there are any details in regard to any of this work,
mine or othera', which you would like to hear about in full, I
wlll send you the Informatlon and the data with the pgreatest
possible pleasure, cr those that work upon the subjeet will do
80. I am atill following my Hellitaea solony in the hope of re
peating the big fluctuation in mubers. This I have conaider-
able expectation of. It iz now dosm at a very low lavel.

0f course, as you know, we feel here, and they kindly feel
in Liverpocl, that the genetie woplt there is part of that going
on in these laboratories.imsws. We are in constoant touch with
Philin Sheppard and Cyril Clarke. I go up to see them four
timea a year, and thoy come down to ses me about the same smount,
and we nre ever consulting with one another. You will, I know,
have followed with the greatest pleasure what they are doing on
the relation of blocd groups and disease. Still more, you will
have scen with real joy what they have both been able to accom-
plish in their worlc on mimiecry, for you will by now have read
Philip's paper in the new (old 3pring Harboer wolums. It soems
to me & pgroeat achievement. After gll, mimlory hos been one of
tha moat strongly contostad and violently discussced phenomena of
evolution and dlsplay of seloctlon, and gﬂ has cotmpletoly windi-
cated the selectionlets' hypothesis of 1t at the point where it
has been most contested.

One of the things I particularly wont to put to you is this.

I am at preasont enpgaged in writing a book which I am calling
"Beolopgleal Genetlca™. I am proposing something about 70,000
words, and of course 1%t ia g book for serious students, assumlng
A knowledge of the relevant penetlcs, nceology and rairiy simple
statlstics which are emnloyed. It 1a, of course, taking the
line which, ha you !mow, has always been dear to my heart] that
by plecling upon the right sort of situatioma,lt 1a possible to
dotect and study evolutlon pgoing on 1n nature by a combinetion
of pgenetle experiment and observation in the fleld. I propose
noaturally a fair nusber of text fipures, diagrams and graphs,
and p cortain nunber of black and white photoprapha. Question-
lass, in repard to some of the matnrialruﬂlnur platesz would be
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a praat advantage, but I am atrongly opposed to having them, ns
I do not want the great cost invelved to put up the priece of
the bock unduly. Exeepting in the case of such things ns mimi-
ery, it does seem to me that the cost of colour plates has now
axcecded their wvalue.

How, my deoar Ron, what I particulsrly want to put to you is
this, I wonder il you would eonslder having & look at the chap-
ters and glving me your opinion on them as they come slong? The
carbons are, of course, on thinner paper than the top copies, anad
1 do not suppose it will be too expensive to send them out to you
by meana of the flying machine. Wething in this world eould help
me so muich,as you will !mow, as to pet your views on what I am
doing, espeelally upon such a matter.

On the archaeclogical front,our work on the Iron Apge in Wast
Cornwall has proved more Tortunate than we dnred to hope. We havae
at present clmost completed the exeavation of a blg foupou (arti-
flelal cave of the Iron Are). kost of 1t was cholted with earth
to within two or throe feet of the roof, and one ean now stand up
in 1t, for we are down to the original floor level. Considering
the main passage is forty feet lonpg and the side passape about
sixteen feet long, this has meant a good deal of worl: Tor two
people. We have gol the complete dating by means of pottery, but
I beliove we are finding here for the first time a strueture con-
nocted with worship in the Iron Ape. We havo slso cbtained inm 1t
the firat Iron Age sculpture to be found in Britain.

Do let me '‘mow what you are onpaped upon. It would pive me
the wvery greoatest plessure and aatiafaction.
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