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My dear Fisher,

Many thanks for your very helpful letter.
I have not anewered 1t by return o that I might be able
to give 1t more careful conelderation. I feel rather
gullty that you have had to put off the meetling, I belleve
on my account. But you would, I am sure,understand the
g¢lroumatances, and any date next weck would be all right
for me.

I found the statement of your oplinlon in
the matter moet helpful. I am very much obllzed to you
for taking the trouble to put Lt 8o oclearly, After what
you eay I qulte agree that 1t ig deslrable to stress the
economic alde.

The gueetion remains how thie should be
done, and this 18 a dellcate matter. In my view we muet
make 1t guite clemr that the lssue le economic and net
political. That is, 1%t muat cut across party politlos;
wve muet avold all possibillty of glving the impresslon
that the Boclety 1e allying lteelf wlth the program of

one politleal party.
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Now it seems to me that 3 particularly important
polnte stand out in Your letter:-

1. Family Allowances tend to relleve the distress of the
poor.

2 That, for thle reason, they should glve ground for
ehifting some of the burden of taxation from the
direst to the indirect type.

3+ It 1e important to secure non-Scoclallstlc as well as
Scelalletie support for Family Allowances.

Now my feeling 1s this. it Beems to me that
the short passage I mentloned in the pamphlet stresses
point 1 to the exeluelon of 2, which you made so cleap

el of

In your letter. Thus many people reading LtLFI personally

Teel certailn) regard it ae having a distinet bias

towards the soclallet program, and be répelled from the

project,

You see it brings out so forocibly the ldea
of yet another burden to be lald on the rich (an element
in the sociallst program) that 2 (which contalns an
element of the Conservative program) must be brought out

at the same time, and with egqual force, to balance 1t, 4&
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if the objlect under 3 1e to be achleved and we are to
k“p,.t From party blas. The additlon of Just one or two
Jﬁ“g

pentances ln thls passage to bring out polnt 2 would, be akat
all—shat 18 needed to make it mcceptable all roungd.

I glve you my opinlon for what it 18 worth as
you kindly asked for 1t. As I have told you,l am delighted
with the artlcle as a whole.

Youra Bincerely,

L AL~

am——



