19th February, 19%4.
My dear Henry,

Thanks for your letter about the blood-groups; I think
28 & vetter of fact we agree perfectly. Let me express my
uwn -Attitude,

For teaching purposee the distinction of gene and antigen
must be stressed,if only to ma%e clear what an important

observational fmot it is that antigen inheritence is so ex-

ceedingly siuple. In meking the distinetion I ordinarily
use A,B,0, for eantigens, and represent the genes in your
notation Gﬂ. 4:'."‘, EB j similarly when a group of ue had some
legal reaeon, I We think in conneetion with the Inter-state
Commerce Commisasion, or one of ite sub-committees, to make
a formal specification of the Rhesus systen we euggested e;&:.uj 2
w#wien suoh as ROP°, 5°%%, R®T% for the three common genes
or gene combinations known more shortly as Byr s Bou Dil
courage in all this we were aware that we w&rngp{maing notations
which might be uesad for inatruutiuuhpurpua&a by those who
thought the actual situation to be of closely linked lu-::!i,
and those who thought in terms of multiple allelomorphe, The
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and E, were in fact those of the Bhesus system.

Beyond teaching, usags in Research Iaboratories is alwaya
liable to diverge in the direction of slang, nick-names, and
technioal distinctions of which the theoreticsl meaning is
sbsoure, It is, I think, for the temcher to make clear that
such usages ere not wrong, save to ingerfectly instructed
people who way mis-understend them. Occasionnl danger points
ooy be apecifically guarded agﬁins't without pedantically over-
.?aighting the whole struocture of nntatinnﬂllnnuanulatura and
terminology, For my own part I should like to see such & term
as carbolic acid abolished by every means that law and edueation
cen accomplish, for it is not an meid, doee not give the reactione
of an anid,.ﬁﬁgja dangerous substance in common use which way
fril to be rnuugniﬁa& just because it is faultily named.

50 far es Reoe mnd Enngﬂﬂ% book is concernmed, I am sure
that there is at lemst one passage to whioh students could be
d;r&nted in which it is pointed out that in the common serological
usage the same symbol is used for gens and antigen, Thie
seews to me no inconvenience provided the student is taught

how to make such a distinetion whenever he wishes to.

8incerely yours,



