March 1, 1939

My dear Ginil, 2

I have Just hed the pleasurs of adding my name in
support of your candideturs as an Honorary Membar of the
Internationsl Btatistiocal Instltute. This reminds me
of two thinge of which I have wanted to epeak to you. The
firat ls that this year I have proposed F.Yates as ordinary
member of the Institute. Yates has recently won the Bo.D.
of the University of Cambridge, which, as you know, 1s by
a long way the most advanced dootorate of science glven in
this ocountry. He 1s one of the moet brilliant and enter-
priging of the younger English statisticlana, and has
contributed very notably to the epplications of statistics
in eclentific experimentation. 1 think his 1s 8 name you
might bes glad to support.

¥y other question related to a paper published in
the current number of Metren by a certaln G.A.Baker, giving
ag 1f 1%t were new the solution of the problem of the
sampling distribution of the ratlc between the variances
eatimated from two different eamples of the same populaticn.
You will, I think, remember our meeting &t the International
Mathematical Congrees at Toronto, in 1584, when I gave thia



2

eame solutlon and & brief summary of the meny statistiosl
problems whioh could be solved by 1ts means. During the
lest 15 years 1t has become widely known, and eertalnly
several hundred papera could be olted 4in which it has
baen used ae the statletical test of significancs in
eonneotlon wlth the enalysls of variance. The numerical
tables for the 5% polnt appeared in the first editlon
(1925) of my book on Statistical Methoda.

It often happsna that a mathematiclan intereste
himself in scme problem, without knowing that it haas
been already extensively Slscussed or fully solved. The
faot that lr Baker knew nothing of what I have eaid 1s,
therafore, not altogether surprieiny, but I ghould have
hoped that your seorstary, or whoever passed the mrterlal
through for publiocation, would have drawn lir Baker's
attentlon to thes faot that thers was nothing novel in
the rasults he obtalned. I suppoce, &s sometimes happens
in theee csses that, belng in a forelgn langusge, his
contributien wae paesed for publleation without being
examined very carefully. %You will, nc doubt, be glad
to have your attention drawn to thia ociroumstanos.

Yours ainosrely,



