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Deaay Colleagus,

Meny thatiks for your note. So fay,in trying to finf out what our Priends
and collesgues in England have been doing,and how they have wheathered thoss
five years,I found them all setive end well,

Thanks for the promise:of separates; 1t might Be nsdessary te send thenm
through diplometie chenndélse,I sm efraid,
As I heve been working on dominance end on:the oripgin of noval characters
I am especielly anxlous to find how your experiments with beokorosses to
Gallus ferrugineus (wenkiva) turmed out. Wesn't-1t terridly diffieult to
‘broed those besats in captivity when-the genotype became practisslly-that
of those .pesicy G.sankives?

A8 you may lmow I do not eccept the ides that G.bankive has bsen "tha"
sricestor of demestié poultry;théve &ra saveral ress-~na,I thifk,for tHe hypo-
thesis thet the first chiclens domedticated whre of snother apecies with
naturally astrong "homing" 1nat1nﬂ%;%5.snanﬂrétti,tﬁa sanliva colourdnz and
other qu:lities being derived from spedissércssing afterwsrds. ‘our own poul-
trywork beers out your expsctations very élearly, espocilslly &a fer & the
"berring" 1s concernsd (one of the best genes for the purposs asz Ehis zives
us quantitstive differences in gsnofypss 'whidh are-visible in tWé effoct of
the gens) Breeding beck wild houdemice to dofinsnt yellow dhd nob denge

the colour of the yellow #nimals slhough thers wes & warked chenge in enother



raspact. .
Lfﬁ:ﬁili Qﬁrul: 1n&ersat;£ﬁutn'ﬁnul that wa suceeedsd in preducing & atrain

of mice in which albines end buffs interbreed, albinism being aEEEEEEt to
buff colour.wWe Gét clearchit 3:1 ratios,in the hybrids no trace of plgment cen
be cisoovered;this 1s,I tudni, e very good 1llustration of the effsct of

8 genes on the action of enother one.I think Goldachmidta views,your own and
mine are closoly identicel,but I'don't think you ever discovered my 1911
poéper on “ﬂutukﬁtaiyticnl substencos” in Roux' series or my book on the
Relative velua of fectora in ovolution (1921) My fault,for not draw{ggrattan
tion Lo my writings!

When I first showesd how the absolute numbers of 1n?igidualﬂ in 8 gzéenera=
Elon :ttlnx::ii ocoasionelly esuse s chonce reduction of the potentiasl veri-
ablllty of the group (whet you cefl "verience) end celled sttention to this
a8 to a ma)or cesuse for sppeific puriily,I must hava wesh tng s@rly.Il-think
you greetly helped to maks the ides go down. Its epplicstions in plantbres-
uing,but especially in enimslbresding tcchpiqua heve,I think,only wory partic
11y been resliszed/.so far.

There is one point ¢n which you &nd I are not in sgresment.l have the #m-
presalon(from your pre-war wripingaj that you -are too apt to eccopt gene-sube-
stitptions ea ceused by mutetions. I hed s wery. good sxemple of the origin
of 8 doublerecossive novelty (esbb from the cross ALbbd x ssBB) closely resem-
Bling a mutatiwn.Ib-ia-sﬁnarlllr exceedingly diffienlt to maks the dlffaren-
tisl ﬂieznusiﬂ,inﬂ you havo o be on the lookout for such things 19 advance,
But I -think in this case there is no Boukt whatever.I wlill send you this
pepfer on the waltzing -ferretas sdod &s it appears,

To puzile out the possibllitles of practicial spplicstions of our véews
on dominance in ;:rli'ﬂ’.l‘i end enimsl breeding end eugenics i1a @ ite sn emusing
thing.When the wer lmmobillsed us in Socesterberg I had great fun in writing
8, thickésh boolt on the importence of genetics for medicine (which will

be published in two languages) and an extensive plant- and snimelbresding
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3' hﬂnki
Effiﬁrfnﬁi'r;guﬂnnﬂ I hear from Hammond theat he has been so kind ss to
SOESTERBERG

errenge 8 second edition of my ook on "Animal hraadi,}xg“
PosTREcENNG 43150 i
TecrooH 517 wWhile I wes forced to remein out of touch with the rest of
the civilised wokld. I had been worrying whether enybody hsed aver resd
it.

We were very lortunate In beolng sble to keep on working with our enimals
at Soesterberg,aven at grest ddds. As there wes no communication whataw!lr,
trains,automobllea and even bicycles having been stolen,I ves cubt off from
Ege Institute of preventive modicine in Iediden,end hed to kesp everything
home.But we pulled things through sll the same,mostly rats,mics,pixeons,
poultry &nd beens,and we hope to get better facillitles pretty scon.

So fsr I heve hesrd from Heldsne,@rincberg Hemwond and Winge (Kopenhagen,
Do you hsppen to know how Orew wheatheared the waer?

When you have time,plessa give me en ides of whet experimentsl work you

are doing just now,end who are working with you. As sScon es femaible I

went to come over to Cambridie to ressteblish contack,

Vury truly youra:



