23 February 1032,

Prof. J.B.S. HEaldane, M.A.,
John Innes Horlicultural Inat.,
Mcatyn Road,
Merbn Park, S.%W. 18.

Dear Haldane,
J should think the coueln marriages would cover a moat
upeful range for recessives, If uvne starts with a number
of well disgnosed Jdefectives and claselifles tham Ly parentage,
lat. cousing versup not [irsl cousina, Lhen the teat for a
glven number of defectivea yeld aore and more sensltive the
rarer it is. Uf coursge li'::. iﬁ'ﬂl’ the Jefectives ars
only fed inte owr populatien at 60 a year or less, and one
may ert of casesaj but this enly means that these dafects
are unimportant from the point of viaw ¢f publlc health.
Starting with cousin marrlages, oma would certalnly
work at a higher level of frequemcy, but for that reapen at
a partioularly important level. It has the great advantage
of spotting alsoc desirable facters, if any are recessive,
4.§, musiglans or mathesaticians, or axplorers in families
not 8¢ charagterised; and these there 16 scarcely any other

method of finding out about.
&
It is atupid that nmw marrisges are not uni-
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versally legal. Near kin know much better than others
whom they will get on with, and what faults to look out for
in thei» ghildren.,
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