Hovembar 1, 1941

Decr Hrrdy,

The oks Tor your letter. I am glad to know thet the odfd
frat I hrve found le nt opesessnt juet an ouvd feet, end is not
owvicur frow any #t-nﬂpulnt yat frmilisr. One direction in
witdeh I hrd 2llowsd myaelf to rpeculrte 1s thot

Bl RBlz+ 1l = EéEEET
“pnd thrt this 1s & fector of 2513—1, alnce Lt la 8 factor nlao
of 2°1-1. Conzequantly an analogoua, thouph not sn ideatiesl,
sltuntinn would be produced Af trare ware & rrime p such that
plg-l wore divipible by 262657. Tosslbly, howaver, the snrlogy
15 too vank A one to bhe worth pursulng.

I olsarly hava not vet graspad the effective working ifann
for this sort of problem, alnce I cannot aee any general method
even for the following problem, which I puees must sursly be
poluble, namely, 1if p 18 a prime, to chocse p + 1 out of
p* + p + 1 obleots in & ring so that all dlstanoces occur once
only. ©One might hope that this would be easler than the cor-
regponding problem when & powsr of & prime is subatituted for p

Yours alinoerely,



