20th. Deomiber 15108

Dear wr. lasiiru,

Thame. oo dor o long wd pose lutereoting
detior ca the poopoesd ecologloal cxyurlicnts with LoLletes
in Trinddsd. vere iz cne atutonent whieh I have frowm Wings,
and have no Joubt 1t ia true, but of which I have never seen
explielt publiahed evidence, snd that le thal in the wild
populatlion the epigmnle sei~linkied doalneants ¢ocuwr alwaya, or
with muoh higher frequancy, in the Y ohromosomo than in the X.
Thie faot 1o oo ivportant in lte beariig on the genetic edtuvation
of the wild populations that I am oure 1t would be worth while
to eatabllah 1t by the dircet investifintion of the hrecdinpg
behaviour of n aanple of wild welus,

If thin 15 no, and 1if, :;:: one ot preowne, e oanall
proportina of crossovers from the Y-bearing to the X-bearlng
ghromosone ogcur in noture as they do in the loboratory, then
thare ot be in nature vome mechnnlam elinminating X ohronosomes
asscoisted with suoh dominants, probably through fenale
elimination, with a corresponding compensabing selective advantage
of mules carrying such dominants, I tiink on theoretical
grounds one would have to reject as lnadequnte the passible
explenation that the slimination takes plese in homoxygous
dominsnt males, though this would be enalggoua to what undoubtedly



takes place in the outoscmal dominmmts found smorny: the grouse
locrotae.

You mention preliminary oenpling work in the etroms in
northarn Trinided where ryou orovoss to oparate, I vorder i
you could give nc an 1dea of vhat such a atrean would loock like
if mapped for the occurrence of differcnt merhers ol the akx~
1inked and aox-limited dominent sorien, fre all the dominants
fairly rare, av in the grovee 11:::‘.:1.\517.", compared with a commnon
universusl regessige, or dogs one geot casen where peesing along
the strosm one dominent is replaced by enother, or a mixture of
saveral different Y=bearing oomplexea in all parts of the stream?
I put these preliminsry guestions becsuse provably much that you
ere Laking for granted on the beals of your preliminnry
ohservatione may be unknown to me and naturelly they have gn
importent bearing on how one coild procoed to an experirental
enquiry, and on what partienler sacetioms srou Antond to
elucidrte crerientelly.

Fopding to henr from wom ecein om thir intercsting subject,

yours ninoerely,



