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Deasr Ur,Fisher,

Tou sald you might posaibly be gble to find
time to enawer specifiec gquestions about my
Galspagos data, I enclose a specimen set of
figures for one spescies,snd should be extremsly
gretaful 1f you would answer the following
guesries:

l« What is the smallest number of messurementsa
for which 1t is worth caloculating the standard
deviation 7

2s To how meny places of decimels should one
glve the means mnd stendard devietions.(Culmsn
and depth of beak were messured to 0,1 mm. and
wiﬂ.ﬁ to l.0 Ml:l

s The data provide an opportunity to test
Sewall Wripght's view that smell lsolated
populatlons are less variable than larger
populatlonss One. can assume that the popula-
tions are proportlonal In size to tha size of
the 1alands (deteils in the tatle), By casual
inspection,it seems thet the smaller more
1solated populations tend to be leass verigbls,
But can one formulete this more preasissly ¢

If so,could you cutline a method for. me
(bearing in mind I have no mathematissl
training).

4s Sincéd I willl be dlscusslng kedh differences



in both mean snd stendard deviation when
compardng populatlons of different islanda,
should I ineclude in the tebls the standard
error for sach of thease ® Or could ona leave
these out since they are resdily caloulable
I'rom the Aats provided ¢

I am sorry to trouble you with such
elementary querles as nos,l,2 and 4,but I have
no pravious experlience of this kind of work.

S8ince I disoussed my detu with you,I
think I have found s good remson for tha
frequent disappearance of males secondary sexusl
plumage characters among lend birds of oocsanic
islands. Such birda have got eway from all
closely related apeciea, I prasums thut femals
birds fraquently utilise male secondary sexuaml
gharacters when peiring up,to distinguish melas
of thelir own specles foom closely relatad
forms. Henoe npuﬂg fram any functions in
courtahlp dlepley ‘which ls as well dsveloped
on oceanlc i4slands- as anyvhere else),secondsry
sexual plumags chaructera have survival value
in reducing the frequency of hybridisstion.
But thera are normally no closely related
apacien on oceanle islonde hence no chanos of
hybridisation,and this function of secondary
seaxual plumepgs dlisappears. I think you
mentionad to me in dlsoussion that Fheasants
show the, cpposite of this,en extremsly elabor-
ate diffsrentiation of male plumage characters
correlated with sn abnormally high frequency
of hybrldisatlon owing to primltive palring
habits.

Yours sincerely, Jawkdsl.
David Laok
I am at ths sddress given until April 30th,
sftor which st Dartington Hall.



