30th August, 1938

Uear Frofessor Pearson,

The fulleat examination I have published on
the efficlenoy of the method of momente in fitting the
Fearsonlan ourves 18 in & paper "Un the mathematical
foundationa of theoretical statistios", Fhil, Trans.,

A, ooxxii, 309-368, lipgh efficiencies are iﬂlr
obtained in the neighbourhood of the normal purve ,
Liflelent equations of estimation may Ililfllbﬂ obtained
by the meathod of maximusm liﬁlihaud. These aquations
are often transendental, or, if alushrale, of an ‘dncon=
venlently hiph degres, and thelr solution, therefore,
usually requires the devices ordinarily employed in
solving transendental equations,

A method very penerally applicabls of
ostalning en effiolent mclutlon approximate to the
maximum 14klihood solution 18 given in ‘Theory of
statistloal sstimation", Proo, Oamb, Ph*l. too., mxii,
700-728, and an ezample in which sven the theoretical
a-i-l-EE!— frequencies are tumtiunﬂ& ) :Il[:lipu:lll“g



heavily grouped Type I distribution | was worked by
Koshal about two years mgo in the Statistical Soolety's
Journal, using the mbaolute values of the 11151-_1“;..;1
inatead of 1he difrerentisl cosfficients,

Yours sincerely,



