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I =m extremely glad that Race and Sanger have been indused
to u::qurt.al:u the heavy labour of prepering a modern book on
the blood groups, giving especinl attention to their inheritance.
The need for an exact and comprehensive text-book has been
ingreasingly evident during the repid progress of the last dscade,
and no suthors could be better qualified for the tmsk. Eoth ares,
however, fully ccoupled by new rossarches in the fields whieh they
themselves have to a great extent opened up, snd great self-
disoipline was uulrul:r needed to bring themeelves to sasrifice
80 mich of thelr time as this book needed.

Reeesrch people are usually so conscious of how much remains
to be done, that they sometiires underrate the extent of what has
been alresdy sccompliehed. In portioulsr this seeme to be the
case with reapect toc the future use of bplood=grouning as the
principel tool of s comprehensive study of the human germ plasm.
To have established; in a short time, nine usable maried loci
is surely to have gone a long way towards eatablishing that
"bheslo triengulation” by which in due time the whole will be
surveyed. There are in Men only twenty-three autosomes, and
to have at lsast one good marker on nine of these puts the
future study of the nunerous Mendelian faotors known in Man,
through the trensmission of rare snomaslies, in a position very



advantageous compered with that when I left the Galton Laboratory.
Many new linkages must be already within reash of dsteetion, when
famlly studies can be combined with comprehensive serological tests.

(n matters onoe controveraiml (mnd still eo oecaeionally)
the senior suthor has exercised a commendabls restrsint. No one
would Judge from the text how of'ten his personal contritutions
have been igmored, end when verified have been published I':l.t:nlxuut
acknowlsdgement of his priority. ur pressnt uwiierstanding of
the complex Eh oclituation owes mich to the good t&mur with whioh,
in epite of irritants, he steadily pushed on with his own
problema.

It is fortunate that the asuthors can command a simple snd
luoid etyls, for ruch that is to be expounded ie roelly intricate.
Those who have followed the work during ite development will
often be surprised at the asimplicity with which an sdeguate
asgount ean now be given. They msy also be smused at the

"evaslve asction” occcaslonally taken by the m:t‘.hc_mﬂ, when anything
heavy in the way of mathamntics oeems irrminent.
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