February 20, 1939

Dear Dr Rietz,

I wonder if you oan tell me anything &bout & certaln
G.A.Baker, the author of a recent paper in Metron - vol 13,
p+49 - in which he, svidently thinking that the result ls
naw, gives the dlstribution of the ratic of two vsriances
obtained from sampling the same population. I write te you
2s he geems to be anoquainted with some of your work, snd may
perhaps have atudied for & time at Iowa City. He evidently
hag no idea that the solution he gives was obtalned, and
actually demonstrated from the same polnt of view ag his
own lpprnanqi at the Internaticnal Mathematioal Congress,
1924, at Toranto; that tables for the oritical percentile
points of tha dilstribution appeared in the firet edition
(1925) of my book on Btatiatioal Methods, and that the

regult has baen used with quite remerkable frequenoy during
the last 15 yeara for all the teats of slgnificance based
gn the analysis of varlanoe.

What I find puzzling ie the contrast betwesen the
obvious intelligence and abillty of the author, and his

ourious lack of familiarity with the ourrent state of the



subject he is discussing.

So far as the Edltor cf Hetron is concerned, I presume
it 18 a case of & contribution in & forelgh language being

passed through unread; fer some at luﬁgt of the Italiane ere
L e
better aware than this example would shak of the tests of

algnificance in ocommon uae.
Youra sincerely,



