Aprll 10, 1857

Dear Echults,

Many thanks for y-ur letter and the offprint from
the American “tatistical Asscolaticn's Jurnal, I quite
agree with you as to the importance of what Gauss did, as I
have often insisted on 4t, In fact, one of the mrst serlous
dissarvices of Harl Pearson to the sadvance of statistlcs came
from his contemptucus attitude to the Gaussian tradiblion, as
11lustrated by his attack on the method of hemst squares, and
his insisting on regarding correlation socefficlents as more
important than regressions, irrespective of the nature of
the date,

I did try to make olear what was due to others whem
I subatituted the historical note, now Seotlon B, for the
previous sscbion glving altermative socurces for tables,
Perhaps I ought to say that I do mot personally agree with
your remark that olearing up the :,‘l_.lpmbhn is the most usaful
thing I have dons in statlistloal theory.. The series of sxack
Alstributions on which the tests of eignificance are based
was oartainly mors immedistely fruitful, and I think the theory
of eatimation is sertainly of more permanent value,

Tours sinaerely,



