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The ..L. Hev.
Tha Lord .ish_op of iinchester,
Wolvasay,
WINCHESTER .
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I have wut t.zether a few notes, and endeavoured
t: control their tendancy tu strajgyle away from the
main ,oint, with at most unly partial success.

I ghall nvt be offended 1f I never hear of
thew again, though I du hopa that some parta of them
may be found to be of uee.

I have noted that you will expect me tu coume on
Saiurﬁlr by the 3,3Cp.m. train arriving at <inchester
S.Cp.m.

I remain,

Yours sincerely,



THE CHURCH AND SUGENICS.

A._ Moral Basis for Co=-operation.

The moral basls for an active religious intereat
in dujgenice seems to be a very simple one, namaly the
extension of the traditional notion of our neighbour,
Lovards whom we have moral cbligations, to inelude
future generationa. rﬁin extension is not new in
principle, but has gained extended comprehensiveness
with inereamsed knowledire of the degree in which our
prosent actiona do or may affect the welfare of pos-
tarity. The force of the obligation would zesm to
increage with the extent ol vur potentlial influence.
Regarding mankind as a fleld for the exerciss of
altruistic endeavour, it would appear that we can do
nothing for the dead, little for the aged, much for
children, and much more for peraons net yet conceived.
Cur increased obligatlon towards children flows from
the fact that we can to some axtent modify the enviran-
ment in which their innate physical and mental poten-
tialities are developed, and sc assist them to make the
beet of themeelves. The fact that, for future generas=
tions, we can and whether we will it or not, in faot,
do, to some extent, influemce their innate potentialities
thinnllvni, seems to lay an sspecially hsavy moral
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responaibility on all of our actions which, in one way or
another; have this effect. On this basie I look forward
to the Church,not admitting,but rather alriiili; Liat oon-
cern for the ilnnate endowment of future generatione e a

Aefuas poosccupation of the Christian consciencs.

E._ The Churgh's Special Fart.

Evary aspect of ijugenic saffort would gailn support,
and I should say also guidance, from a widar recognition
of its moral basis; bul the current Zugenic situatlion
doas seem to Indicate rather astronmgly that the Church
nuuli::iay a4 part of very speclal lmpeortance in the
effort to change a state of racial deterioraticon into
one of racial improvement., EBugenic efforts may broadly
be divided intec (i) negative or reatriotive sugenics,
inoluding all attempte Lo discourage the parenthood of
undesirable parents, and (ii) positive zugenice, or
attémpts te enoowrage. the parentheed of deairable parents.
The point of the current situation is that the very large
recent fall in the birthe-rate of all classes has made
the first class of problems lees urgent, and the gecond
class of problems more urgent than ever befors, and it ia
for the second class of probleme that .e must rely most
eapeclally upon the current state of moral opinicn, both
in ite influenee upon the voluntary cholce of individuals,



and ae the condition for co-operative action designed to
overcome a recognised avil. The birth=rate of that

gr'oup of social clacses, whose lower limit may ba typid'ied
by the railway booking-clerk, is at present provably

less than nalf that needed to maintain a staticnary
population,. This group constitutes only a small fraction
of the pornlation as a whols, 8o that even thoese, vho most.
tiread ever-populatiom as an occoncomice evil,could find little
to fear in an incraease in their birth-rate; moreover it
cannot be doubted that into this proup of classee the
abler children of less prospercus ¢lasses are annually
drafted in large numsbers, the number of eorreaponding
demotiona being very much smaller. Tho eugenic effects
of such a distribution of reproduction would seem to be
clearly disaatrous, but even apart frem its sugsnic
effects, & syatem which throws the burden of reproduction
more heavily on the peer than on the rich would seem to be
sufficiently ebjeetionabls, At rresent, hovweter, ne
remedy which raelies only om a further decrease in the
fertility of the poor can claim to mest the situation.

A considerably increased fertility of the upper and
middle classes must be consciously aimed at.
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€. Family Allovance Schemes,

I do not suggest that this l.'rm_ild he sufficlently
brought about ocnly by prlclpt|';;;-ln awakening to
censoivusness of moral opinion is a necessary part of
any uelboimined effort to cope with the situation.
Peracnally, I believe very strongly that a remady can
ba found by a syatem nf'fnnilr allowance pools comparable
with those now organised in all the larger Freach industries.
fhe aiw of such pools ie Lo squalise the iandard of living
ol the parent and nun-parent doing the same work, or, what
Comes to the samwe Ching, Lo distribute Lhe total wage bill
80 that parents receive extra pay in reapect of Adependant
¢hlldren Gto the extent of about 12 per cent. per ehild
on the basic rate of pay. Ferhaps the ureatest service
that the clergy could at the moment vencriiute tu positive
wugenics would Le to organise their own system of emoluments
in this way, nm;i;;u i prnatinll -Ilhpll of thm vway in
which nn-up-rntivn uffnrt cun overcome difiioulties with
which the individual ie powerless to deal. For the sake
of concretenese I append a skeleton schems of thie kind
applicable to a salaried professien, with considerable
differences im the rates of pay.

It is importamt t0 emphasise that the seheme is
sclely designed to egualise the etandard of living of



parente and non-parentsj other docubtless estimable cbjects
such as transferring wealth from the rich to the poer, must,
if they are wanted, be carried out by other meane. I am
especially concermed that the effectiveness of the family
allovance pyatem for its particular purposs shall not be
impaired by the admixture of other considerations.

Bqually it is not a prudential acheme dssignad te
Lwﬁrd uqﬁinst povarty by tha cecompulsory transference of )
a portion of the avallabla income from spendin;: to saving.
All income,which can now be fresly spent,or caved,at the
discretion of its jossessor, will remain in that conditiom.
It only resembles an insurance schemeé in that the membars
can suffer no fluctnetions in their atandard of living
by reason of an increase or Jdecreass in the nurber of
their dependent children. It is aimed at meutrallsing
twe sooial effects: (1) the soonomic motive for childless=
ness, and (ii) the social promotion of members of small
families before members of larger familiss. Thas first
ig racially harmful only in cceupatiens requiring or
attracting abilities and talents above the average level

of the population; the second must be racially harmful in
all clamses.

Jome questions which seem to require prelininary

consideration are:-

(1) Whether Christian tesehing, and in
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sarticular the traditions of the English Minisiry, is
fovourable to a partial scvelalisation of ~raperty, which,
without any egalitarian tendency, enaures that poverily,
when Lt nucurs, shall not press with special meverity
upon children and their mothers.

(1) #hether it is desirable that the
sconomic motive for fanily limitation, and the im,uctation
of this motive, should be remeved from the cleryy as a
body, 80 that questions of celibacy or marriage, abstinence
or contraception, should be determined whelly by other
moctives.

(114) Asswning that, by agreement awnong those
respeneible for their stipends, such & scheme could be
applied at once, on a diocesan or inter-diccesan basis,
to the assistant clergy, what leglislation wuuld be

necessary to ensure the gradual incorporation of those
holding banefices?
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THE EQUALISATION _POOL.

basic palary of any individual ie the salary Iixea by the
amployer for the poet occupled by the employee.

Anhanced valary shall be found from the basic salary by
adding to it 12 per cent. of the basic ealary for sach
fependent child.

reduction factor shall be tha ratlo of the total basie

palariss payabls within any salary pool to the total
anhanced silaries within that pool.

net salary pald to esch individual shall oe his enhanced
salary multiplied by the reduetion facter.

employers or employing bodies shall make an anaual return
to the secretary of their pool stating tne basic salaries
ror the coming year, and the numbers or dependent chiloren

at a chosen date, of all their employssa within the poel,

uurltﬂb::u of the peel shall edreulariss all smployers evely

year, informing them of the reduction facter for the ceming
year, (ef the net salaries payable by them), and of the amount
dus by them te¢ the pool, or payable to them by the pesl.

Cn receiving complete payments due to the pool he shall
fathwith make all payments due to employers.

legitimate natural children ef the empleyed person under the
age of sixteeny or, if receiving whole time educaticnal



instruction, under the age cf twenty-five, shall be
veemed Lo be dependsnt children for the purycees of the

GeLeme .



