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(CHISG TRIBES
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Spizri of e Dead

The waimnwonge people believed that ththeir dead (called tehangara)
£0 Mungeri, which is a bhig hill far away. They 10 not return
after they have gone to Mungeri; but they hover for soume time
over their own distriets before they go away, and when they are
finally leaving for .unger. they make a whistling nolise as they
&0, lehangare always whistle (wuruin) when they are going to

Lungeri, and the wondigulongu' (sorcerer) of the local group who

Lcars them, calls out to them, "Nyinda wuruin muna." (You

snistle not.)

Winyirdi, a Waianwonga, also stated that the country east aud
south of the #dalanwonga, particularly XYarnderi (lLake way listrict)
counbry, is full of techangara, who kill every yawajli (man) they

cateh hold of.

Names of ghosts, spirits, amongst the Waiunwonga (Wajida).

(Most.of these come from the north).

nijil Jinarundi
Mundang Manduri
Jangara Juna

Be jabuga Fodulya

There are several marda yamaji (stone men) called Jibu at Jibun
(Waianwonga country) and also on Iyumbaru's barna. The marda
yamaji often fight with the yamaji and spear them, but no yanm.
aJi can spear the marda yamajli.

sStellar Myths
The bull is now reprosented by the dark wavy line, near the
Milky way; the clay pan is the Coalsack; the emu adljoins the
Coalsack and wavy line.



Ngaiuwonza Tribe

pocovding to Jal, a Hgaluwonga, the waiurda (opossum) was a yamaji
(man) wijari (léng time ago) and hal a maruwa (species of bush rat)
as his mardungu. They lived amongst the merda at Balu (fanges)

until they becauwe kuga (aniwals, weal fvod, etc,)

yalabiri (emu) was a ligaiuwonga nyarlu (woman) wijeri, and Kagu
(erow) was her mardungu. They turned into kugza also.

Malamba yalabiri and imeri (long carved flat pointed stick) are

in the sky where they were put a long tiwe ago.

The warida jina (eaglehawk's foot) was also put in the sky maiamba
tiwe. All bundara (stars) were marda (stunes) at one time,
ﬁardu or Kardunga was a balu (Ranges) yamaji wijeri, now he is

the Uouthern (Qross.

Kardu put the buli \snake) Xkuro (clay pan) ard yalabiri (emu)
muwaba (in the sky). All the yamaji that are now wulba have heen

put there by Kardu.

The Ligaluwonga have the foliowing legend :-

Karongu (sun) was balbura (very hot) and had three kada (children),
but Malagulju killed Karongu ani Wilara (moon) who was her mardung
and they fzll down and turned into maiamba. Lkalagulju had plenty
nyarlu (women) and w.da-wide (ants). Ie lived in the sky (mulba).
The nyarlu could see the young men walking about and they cried
for them, but Malgnlju kept them all to himself, and he 1is up in
the sky now and the nyarlu are burmdara (stars).

Janjibala are men and women who live underneath the ground,



lizadawonzp, fxibo

Ngadagmrdain, a Ngadaw.nga, stated that bilargo (black ecockatoo,
red ta.l) was yawaji, iMalemba time. A warura or bogar (%) laid
gome eggs and coveared them up. Blargo wanli (wowen) ware avay
in the bush, cvut presently came back and saw the eygs, Thay
sat round them anil lifted the covaer up and thea all the eugs
fell down andi broke, The womena 11 fell down too and now they
are up in the sky. They turned into biargo and want up bila
(skywards) but some rewained down on the earth and that is why
there are biargo. The biarge who went up bila, now foru the

constellution Orion,

Yagarongu was a wouwan, Laiamba time. ohe came from the east

and made all the mili-mili (rock or "ngamu" holes) as she came
along, and also made liaiamba barunga (edible cresper sead).

She got a big rounl stone and placed it near the mili-mili ana
made a fire there and cooked the barunga after she had pounded
them up with the marda (stone). Jome yurlia men came behind

anl watched Yagarongu breaking up the seed on the rounl atone and
as they watoned her the stone sank down in the barsa (ground) ang
baba (water) cawe up, like the mili-mili lagarongu had umade.

This mili-mili is near Minleru. Then Yagarongu went away and all
the Yurla were very sorry and stood up and were turmed into .um

trees.



Stellax Myths

There are legends connected with the rleiades which are ealled
Faiari by the ligadawonga and Waianwonga and with Magellan's
Clouds, which are Darla and Tulgardanga and Wanarida (OUrion)

or Diargo, as Urion is called by some ligadawonga.

Wimrl tne evening star has also a legend and manylother constel-
lations are represented in legend and muth, Most of these are,
however, forgotien or only vaguely ramembered by the natives and
it was not possible to obtain a coherent account of any one
constellation or star,

A long legend, conngcted with the travels of some malamba yamaji
who are now turned into curiously shaped boulders or rocks in
various places in the idajari anahﬁgadawonga districts was re-
grettatly unprocuradble, as no onenative couldd remember the entire
legend ana consejuently no consecutive record coull be obtained
from thew; for when gathered together at my camp for its rela-
tion, each one ,uarrelled with the others' rendering aunld there

was no time to sift the contradiciory statementis wmade by them,



Barduwonsa Iribe (Turdda, informant)

The only information obtmzined was the belief that the following

birds vwere men a long time ago :=-

#alau uru eaglehawk
Kalaia emu
ialbi pigeon
hsapardi turkey
girgl hawk
Gamba cackoo

They apparently belleve their dead go northeastiward; that all
deaths oceur through magic; that the mobarn or sorcerers have
power to kill or cure; that eertain magic ccremonies mu;t be
performed (o obtain an inerease in their totemic aniumals or
plants; that a magic snake dwells in certain deep ools ana
guards these from unauthorised peesons having access to them;
that there are evil spirits, whom they name nalba, mindi angd
nganeri, who have power to injure them; that these evil spir-

its are distinct from the spirits of dead natives, "ghosts",

called k0li-pon, who are not malicious



In the Weld Range district tliere is a famous native mine
from which the coveted red ochre has bheen obtained b, the wajari
(men) of the district for many hundreds of generations.

The approuckto the mire, which lies on top of one of the
hills, is eircuitous and weird. The track windg in and out
anoigst nerrow valleys, which, green and well-wocded as they are,
gngender a strenge eerie feeling owing to the apparent absence
of any life iu the vicinity. This digtrict once Jossessed a
com nretively numerous native population, but one man now repro-
sents te tribe in whose cowniry the mine is situated. Just
fore the last turning is passed, there are iwo dark odd-looking
outerops of iron ore on the steep slope of the last hill Vvefore
the mine is reached. According to ldiongu, a Purgulu, the last
direct owner of the red ochre mins, these two outcrops are two
muniang or spirits of long dead ownsrs who are now watehing over
the road to their mine

The names ®f these mundang are Iliri or Jugalsura ard Dar-
bidi or Miril, |TNear the hill where these munlang are watiching,
is a pool called Darganu, where a Jila (mythical snake) sits
down with his wife. Jila also guards the mine and climbs the
trees in hia neighbourhood so that he can see "far away".

The mundang appear to be sleeping on the slope of the hill,
but if a strangalnativa tries to pass and obtain or steal the red
ochre, therecumbent munlang stand up and face him, and he soon dies,
Sometimes one of the mundang visits the mine, and if you caup
near the place at night, you can hear him running down the hill,
striking his yundi (club) with his miru (spearthrower) in his
" Journey over the .ath,

When Idiongu, a Kaimera, was born, he was covered all over
with duari (red ochre) and was said to have come out of Duari-
vatlu (red ochre holc). His futher was Zo'ana, a Burgulu, his
mother Ilijingu being a Paljeri. When his mother gave birth to

him he was ocovered with duari and the mundang who guarded the

place were his friends,



Boana and all his people are now dead, and Idiongu is far
away , so, except for the mundang, there is no omeuow to guard
the uine, If a great many natives go together to the uine,
they will notl be touched or hurt by the mundang, but if only a
few go, itlhe wunlang and jila will kill them. These mundang
are somewhat similar to the janga of the South and ranjee of
the north in that they were once living in the distriets which
their spirits now guard.

The mine has always been held sacred frum women and c¢hildren
and was used as a hiding place for tﬁe imeri (long carved flat
sticks) ahd vther objects used during initiation. These were
gtored in some of the "drives" or "pockets" of the wine,

Animals, eggs, snakes, birds,etc., all made ¢f, or turned
into, stone, may be seen in the mine. Jou must get the ochre
guiekly, as, if you are very slow, a bi; winju (wind) coues
along, and you very soon die. If a stiek ecraecks, you will die,
There are three syurings near the mine, but they are only ingwn
to Idiongu. When he visits his home he can go and see Liril and
Iliri, who were his ancestors,

Ilirl anu Miril did net go¢ Gto the home of the dead; they
remained mundang in their distriet and now kKeep guard over the
mina.

The Weld Kange natives beldeved that Lyjmi (the owl) was the

father (maman) of all yamaji (natives).



S2LRITS, etc.

There are many evil spirits.

The spirits of desd natives are called Jooarrin (Jooarree Broome
word) .

Hzabboouzans is a famale spirit, belonging to the sea, who makes
a nolse like thunder. She is like a half caste in colour.
Sometimes a Jjillen (pative) will cateh a ngabboongana and bring
her to his caup. ihen she is there he lights two fires and
makcs breealjee (smoke),. The ngabboongana lies between the two
smokes; which are on either side of her and while lying between
them she changes colour and becomes & real nallil (black womgn),
After that she 1s the wife of the man who caught her and put her
in the breealjec.

Xarralallil is a female spirit who wears a forehead bgnd "like a
necklace of kangarco teeth"™ which rattle as she runs,. She

spears natives with a long wooden spear and generally knocked them
on ihe head;after cooking them she ate their Lrains. (Loongoolin -
brains). She used to take boys away to a dark hole on the top
of a hill and fatten them up and eat theum,

darrapvinleg may be elther a male or female spirit which had
horns like a bullock, It catches the natives on its horns
(bandaral = horns), It dizs a long hole or burrow through the
ground "like a tunnel™ and catches men, women or children and puts
them in the tunnel and eats them,
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faianwonga
kgaiuwonge
Ngadawonga
Barduwonga
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The Walanwonge peuplie beiiaved that thelr jeald (called tchangara)
go Mungeri, which is a big hill far awa/. They 40 not return
after they have gone to Mungeri; but they hover for some time
over their own districts before thoy go away, and when they are
finally leaving for .unger. they make a whistling nolse as they
£0 . lehangara always whistle (wuruln) when they are golng to
Mungeri, and the wonligulongu.(soreerer) of the local group who
hears them, calls out to them, "iyinda wuruin muna.” (You

whistle not.)

Winyirdi, a Waianwonga, also stated that the counlry east aud
south of the Walanwonga, particularly Yarnderi (Lake day listricet)
country, is full of tehangara, who kill every yamajl (wan) they

cateh held of.,

James of ghosts, spirits, amongst the Waiaawonga (Wajida)

(Most of thdse come from the north).

BiLjJil Jinarundi

Munlang Janduri

Jangara Juni

Bajabusa Tudulya
i‘iﬂﬂﬁ v:an

There are several marda yamajl (stone wen) called Jibu at Jibun
(Waionwonga country) and also on Nyumbaru's barna. The ngxds

yanaji often fight with the yamaji and syear them, but no yam-

* aji can spear the marda yamajl.

satellar Jvths
The bull is now repr:sented by the derk wavy line, near the

Milky «ay; +the clay ,an is the Coalsack; the emu adjoins the
Coalsack and wavy line.



Hgaluwonge Tribe

According to Jal, a Ngailuwonga, the waiurda (opossum) was a yamaji
(man) wijari (léng time ago) and had a maruwa (species of bush rat)
as his mardungu. They lived amongst the marda at Balu (f:anges)

until they became kuga (animals, meat feod, ete.)

yalabiri (emu) was a ligaiuwonga nyarlu (wowan) wijeri, and Kagu
(erow) was her mardungu. They turned inte kuga also.

Malamba yalabirdi and imeri (long carveld flat polnted stick) are
in the sky wheye they were yut a long tlwe ago.

The warida Jina (eaglehawk's fool, was alsc pul in the sky maiamba
tive. All buniara (stars) were marda (stunes) at one tinme,
Kardu or Kardunga was a balu (hanges) yamaJi wijeri, now he is
the southern (ross,

Kardu ﬁut the bulli \snake) K kuro (clay pan) and yalehiri (emm)
mulba (in the sky). All the yamajl that are now mulba bave been
put there by Kardu.

The ligaiuwonga have the following legend :-

Karongu (sun) was balbura (very hot) and had thres kada (children),
but lalagulju killed Karongu and Wilara (moon) who was her mardung
and they foll down and turned into malamba., lalaguldu bhal jlenty
nyarlu (women) and wida-wida (ants). IHe lived in the s8ky {mulba).
The nyarlu could see the young men walking abuul and they eried
for them, but Malgmlju kept them all to himgelf, and he is uy in
ths sky now and the nyarlu are burmiara (ztars).

Janjivala are men and women who live underneath the grounl,



Ngadagurdain, a lgadaw.nga, stated that biargo (black cockatoo,
red tail) was yamaji, Maiamba time. A warura or bogar (¢) laid
some eggs and covered them up. Biargo wandi (women) ware away
in the bush, but presently came back andl saw the sougs, Thaey
sat round them and lifted the covzr up and then all the ezgs
fell dowﬁ and broke. The womenea 11 fell down too anl now they
are up in the sky. They turned into biargo and went up dbila
(skywards) but some remained down on the earth and that is why
there are biargo. The biargo who went up bila, now foru tle

constellation Orion,

Yagarongu was a woman, laiamba time. She came from the sast

and made all the mili-pili (rock or "ngama™ holes) as she came
along, and also male lialamba barunga (edible creeper seed).

She got a big rounl stone and placed it near the mili-mili apg
made a fire there and cooked tihe barunga afier she had pounded
then up with the marda (stone). Some yurla men came behind

and watched Yagarongu breaking up the seed on the round stone snd
as tiey watcned her the stone sank down in the barna (ground) ang
baba (water) cawe up, like the mili-mili lagarongu hed weade.

This mili-mili is near Minderu. Then Yagarongu went away ard all
the Yurla were very sorry and stood up and were tutmed iuto . uw

trees.

The Ngadawonga state that Mala gali galia first brought fire to the
yamaji. He was a yamaji Malamba time. He brought the fire to
Fyingari and put it in the bush at Minderu wila (linderco Creek or

river).



lgajagurdaln Azadawonza Tribe
WARLDA AND KAGU (EZaglehawk and Crow)
(How the Warida obtained Water)

Yererddduna waridal kiégungu. wWarida wonga, "Baba dala?"v

naji baba,” kago wonga, waji ngada minu nyina.

yardaduna wongl Jindingu nauvaldu ngalunda d& burdininda,

yarad ,unga nanda, "D,ala baba?" Waji wajin miarna kagu
yardaduna kagogu waridala,yardaduna dala baba? Kago da burdina
waridal waji baba, ngada minin nyina, Kago waringa bpaba.
Kaga baba nganad,anu, Kago nyina nuni. Nyinarangaianu

buga boguna windongu waridala duna kago yanaji nyina yana

_ bugu wogalge. Balu yanajina nyina yanabo. Buga wogalgo.
Balunga Juna mulagardilu dunanda nud,a o yuga

Malagoinya nguragui nyina ana bau. .
Nyinaranguna bugu wogulga nanunda ngada wanan bunaga. darida
moburn winda duna kagu yanaji nyinarongana buga wogurna

Ka! ga! gal ga!

Buga nungunda baba wogarna windongu baba bugarnangan wilugui.

Translation not given,



There are legends connected with the rleiades which are ealled
Faiari by the ligadawonga and Walanwonga and with lagellan's
Clouds, which are Larla and Tulgardanga and danarida (Urion)

or Blargo, as Orion is called by some lgadawonga.

wiwrl the eveanlng star has also a legend and manylother constele
lations are represented in legend and mpth, lost of these are,
however, forgotien or only vaguely remembered by the natives and
it was not Jossible to obtain a coherent account of any one
constellation or star,

A long degend, connected with the travels ¢f some maismba yanaji
who are now turned into curiougly shaped boulders or rocks in
various places in the dajari and Ngadawonga districts was re-
grettably unprocurable, a8 no ovenative coudl remember the eutire
legend and conseguently no consecutive record could be obtaines
from thew; for when gathered together at my camp for its rela-
tion, @ach one juarrelled with the othera' rendering ani there

was no time vo sift the contradiefoily statements mads by then,
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6 from Notebook 4b, Y. 19

* parduwongs Iribe (Turdda, informant)

The only information obtuined was the belief that the Pfollowing

birds .2re men a long time ago =

Falau um eaglehawk

Kalaisn Imu |
¥albi pigeon

Nganardi turkey

Zirgl Bawk

Ganba cackco

They apparently believe their dead go northeastward; that all
denths occur through masic; that the mobarn or sorcersrs have
poway %o kill or eure; that certaln magic ceremonies must be
parformed Lo obtain au lncrease in their toltemic animals or
plants; that & magic srake dwells in certaln deep .ools and
guards the=e from unauthorised peesons having access to thenm;
that there are evil spirlts, whor they name nalba, mindl and
nganeri, who have power to injure them; that these evil spir-
its are distinct from the spirits of dead natives, "ghosta",

called kGdii-gon, who are not malicious



nee Vi 3b1 £, 4 7

Cunabirding wasthe only moburn yameji in the Kilguin distriet,
his magic being situated in his stomach or breast, from which he
drew it through his breath. He breathed short quick puffs, and
eatehing between his fingers, sent them in the direction
of the enemy. Gentle or rough massaging for internal complaints
accompanied by an application of magie in the above form,

When making rain Gunabirding made no change in the magic employed.
Going into an open spsce Oor on top of a hill, he takes the magie
from his breath and distributes it towards the points of the

c DIIDO.BB .

Most of the elders amongst the Yuin tribes profeas to be

medicine men or soreersrs.

Notebook 8, P. &4
Xapgulozundi, informant

Babba jarramurra, rain pearlshell (or mijarrdba).
Yangul first buts it between his teeth and puffs out with his bdreath
waving it in his hand towards all the points of the compass. He
also put it edgewise in a cleared place at Kaiagarina.
Wajungu (Wardalba) at Manguru , and sings

kijarba yurin baba jaramurra

kijarrba yurin jaramurra.



Jaal, informant Notebook &, £. 68
Jaal calls ioma warria, and imeri.

Maiamba yalabiri and imerl in the Dark Jatch.

Jaal found his baby boy at Ngagulga in a bimara there, maiamba.
He went out and shot three kangaroos and left them, then he

saw three eaglehawk. He got back to the kangaroos and took
the leg from two and them turned towards the third, and near g
tree he saw something white and it looked like a wabbaru,
ptilotlis (7). THe then saw what looked like a little boy in
the trees. He fixed the legs of the kangaroo to a tree and
sent Iliwli tc get the meat and when she went to get it the baoy

went into her mcuth.

Show bambooroo to Jimmy who will show it to Iliwi who will

give it to Nguiguri.



