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MYTHS OF THE NYAMEL DiISTRICT




Eregnent of yth Eyamél disirict  From Notebook i, 2. 25

Wee jooroo was ngalarda one time and Margoora also, and Wandee-
bollee (opossum). Wondee stop in camp. Next time Weelooroo
coming and he asked Wandeebollee, "You get ngalarda, and Wandee
sald, "No," Weelooroo go away and he made a fire, Wandee
said, "Who made a fire?" and Weelooroo said, "Me." #eelooroo
went away and after some time he saw blackfellows and he said,
"Goo g00 goo," and they gave Weelooroo salt water and he died.

Weejoonoo fought Margooroo and they died and came blackfellow,




From Notebook 1, P. 28
A Story of the Eagichawk and Crow

Yery eaxly version - fragmentary . See later versions.

Two walsrdoo go first time and Wandeera (man) saw them.

Two wallardoo came back eamp. They didn't want to kill Wandeera.
Two wallardoo cama'closa up, two beselyagoo their nooba, and
camped there. Woggoora started out and caught Wandeera and
ate him. Two wallardoo climbed the hill and saw the smoke of
Woggoora's fire as he was cooking the Wandeera. They went back
to their camp, so Woggoora wouldn't see them. Woggoora came along
to his camp which was near Wallardoo and they saw he was full
and they asked him what he had to eat and he said, “Moondooroo
kanjee (gum),” snd they said, "You are too full," and he said,
"No, I had only gum,™ so they said, "We'll tickle him," and
they did and he vomited the tucker out; after that Woggoora
went eway to the other side of the hill and made a mobburn fire
and put & wajjawarra's (mobburn spinifex roet's) head in the
fire and then he called Wallardoo up to come to his fire.
Woggooroo said, "Open the fire." Wallardoo said, "We'll get
a stick."” Woggoora souldn't let them and he said, "Put jinna
there,” and they pnf their feet there and the fire which was
big inslde burned them all up and turned them inte Wallerdoeo,
When Woggoora burned them up he went back to his camp in the
afternoon and he saw the two beelyagoo, Wallardoo women, They
were camped at one side of the fire apnd Woggooroo's camp at

the other. He got up and walked about and they said, "What's
the matter?” and he said, "I can't sleep, too much kooloo,®
and they asked them to come close up, but he still gseratohed
and was uncomfortable and then they said, "Come in here,” and

they made room between them and he made them yakkan, Wallardoee

being gene.




From appendix to r. 20, Notebook 1

Woggoora yammungun
£0es8 away
Yarneenan kumbardoo
makes fire
Boondaga wandhenoco
and comes back
Wajjawarra boola

¥obbumn boondaga woggcoralloo
magic eTrow
wallardoo goodha
two eaglehawks
Woondana boocloo
come back
Weearde mandee maerdoongo
see the fire in the hole
Wallardoo goodhoo
eaglehawks two
¥andasee geordida
try to find stidk
Woggoora wongarim
Woggoora said
Meeda yoordeda
pon't get stick
Nombale waniha abbaloo woondhagu Jjinna
Put your foot down upon it.

Woggoora wonga

¥andoo mandoo = seethe spinifex
kRat

Weeagabbooroo ngajjoogoo

See my meat

Kabboo kabboo -~ put foot down guieck

Kana woggoobooloo - you eatech him
Hgaljoogoo -~ my meat.

Meeta waia wais - no, no
Kana woggoobooloo
Ngaggoogoo jinnangeo - you cateh him with your foot
Boorlbingoo ngarrungoeo - you like him to eat
Kabboo kabboo - gquick, gquick, cateh
Ngaj)ja warnda jee barnamoo - I will cateh him
Wurnde and boongernama - kill him
Woggoora wonga
Wallardoe geoodha
Jinnangoo kana wagga dhoogoo ngaggagoo
Foot put down take and eat
Wallardoeo goodhoo - 2 eaglehawks
Jinna kana - foot put down
Walgoo, kambaigoo - fire burnt them up
Kobburn baleo - put magie into them
Wallardeco goedhala beelyocoru beelyooru.




Hotebook 1, 2, 3y

lgalards wonge
Tyamel people

Walloordoo goodha yambooloo oora mongooroo wadharrse
Eeglehawk +two went . kangaroo looking for

Weeannahulla wandeera. Wandhanabulla yardee wandee.
and saw a wallaby, Leave him next time

Woggoora yambeeana jinna munna beana wallardoo
Crow tracked eaglehawk

goodha woggooraloo wandeera weeanoo boonganeo kootha dhanoo kumbanoe
Two eITowW walleby  See hit him killed and cooked him

Koongoo weesnoo bools Wallardoo Mpodhalda kambalgoo woggoora
Smoke sea eaglehawk two cooking orow

Wandeeragoo booleoo yoorloc gurda. Yardare-erda woggoo raggoeo
wallaby back (to their) camp, Wait until erow

Woondardsagoo yooloon Gabboo boola wallardoco goodhala
Come back camp Asked eaglehawk 7

woggoora Ngannanagoo hadhallea jainman booloo wallardoo
erow What you been eat ask those eaglehawk

goodhalco wongarim woggoora
two ask CTrow

Boola barra ngannana badha noonga meeta

Wala, badha nana moonderoc waia ngadha badhalaba mandooee
o, I eat gun no 1 eat kangeroo

maiee badhaga nasota dha ngalloohgannee
food +too much not nf‘ 2%0 full

alloordooc wongannee ngannana hadhancogoeo
aglehawk ask what you been eating

Baloo badhanoonga, Wala moonderooba dhannoona
What you been eating Kot gum you eat

Wallardoo ngallee kallong-ajjeegoo geejee geejee mufda
Eaglehawk brothers~in-law tick him now

ligannarangoo weearda koolaioo geejee geejee nunbalee kallunggaj jee
See what he has eaten vomited tickle tickde brother-inelaw

Yooramana balgabee ngadnala ngoorrola geejee geejee
He sings I you tickle

liallee dhalaa; ngabbaree la
Tickle brother-in-law

Goedhalbala beclymrra
Two be

Burnma nangabeoloe
Burnt in the mobburn fire

Woggoora yammangam kallingjarrimo yoelagurda nardee
Crow come back camp with feathers

Ngannes kallaisa ngannee boolonga ngannee
014 feathers emu feathers in his head

Eejangoe ngunneegoo baialoe nardoe ngannee kallaia ngannee
They think he got new ones feathers emu feathers




Yoologarda beelago goodhangoo weearda yoeclubgagoe thoorda goodha
Come hack cockatoo two see them in camp sisters two

nzarrumbajjee goodha, Ngootha barbannabooloo ngarreea dhalse yoolunga
gisters two. They make a £irs lgy down in their camp

Woggoora ngarresgoo bardanaa yoolunga
Crow makes close by a fire to himgelf in camp

Woggoora mingae mingarreegoc yoolunga.Beelagoo goodha wonga
Crow itching itching camp Cockatoo two ask . .

garreegoo ﬁoggoorssoo. Nyannge naaree moongaif
What is matter with the crow, What's matter now?

Meeta waia yooloo, walyee.
No good camp, bad.

Wongarim booloo, Kalbai eelunala ngarree-erda
They ask him, You come and sleep this way close

Minga mingarree goo, Meeta waia eera maldhoonga ngarree erda. '{
He 8till itching You can come and sleep in the middle of
ngallee~glla

e now

Yooramana, halgabee
He sings now

Nganjoolana ngannangoo

Weeleemanoco ngandhoolana

Yajjariee marlingsa ngannongoo
Weeleemanoco ngandhoolana

Garralgarral bow,




(Opossum and small Hill
Marsupial)

Nyamel Story

Kooberdee was a Nysmel ngaiarda and Dhecka was karreear”®’
Dhecka came along and met Kooberdee, He wanted to be made #
man, He saw the smoke of Kooberdee's camp and he sald, nynat
is that smoke?" Kooberdee said, "I don't see any smoke.”

He didn't want to make Dhecka ngaiarda, and so Dhecka had t0

turn back to his karreearra people and stay as he was,




Oorsemurra's Story olotedook 1, appendix to P. 28 .

Woggoora ( & man) stole Wandeena (a woman) from the Wal-

lardoo and took her awgy to his ngoorra where he killed and
ate her, The twe Wallardoo tracked Woggoora and presently
they saw the smoke of the fire where Woggoora was cooking
Wandeena. They did not go any further, but by and by Wog-
goora came to their cemp and they asked him, "Where Wandeena?
You eat him?' they said. Woggoora said, "I no eat,"” but the
Wallardoo smelt him and knew that he had eaten Wandeena, S0
they tickled him between his ribs and he vomited Wandeena.
He then went away by himself and made a mobburn hole
with fire inside it and he put a spinifex rat's head on top,
to make believe there was meat cooking, He then went back
to Wallardoo's ngoorra and asked them to come to his camp
and have some rat. Woggoora was master new, snd went behind

Wallardoo., They came towards the fire and said, "we gzet mtick

to pull meat out,.m "No," said Woggoora, "you put your feet in,"
and they put their feet im the hole to get the rat, and fell

into 1t, but jumped out quickly and flew into the air and now
they are eaglehawks. Then Woggoora sang !

Ngadhala ngoorra la geejee geejee mallee dharraa
Father's sister's son's camp tickle me

Ngabbarree nga goodhalba la beelyarra burnma nangabooleo.

Woggoora again went out and saw two beelyagooroo and he
picked up some 0ld emu feathers and put them in his hair,
Beelyagooroo thought the feathers were new ones. They asked
him where Wallardoo were, and he said, "They killed an emu and
l've got his feathers., DBeelyagoorco made a cawp for them-
selves and Woggoora made s fire close up and presently he be-
gan to seratch himself, He asked Beclyagooreo to tell him
where there was a good camp as the one he was Llying on was
no good, too many keoloo (lice). They peinted to a spot
near their camp and said e him, "You sleep there.” He got
eclose up #oithem but again bezan to serateh himself,




"This oue no good,™ ne salid. oo the beelyagoorou made room
for him between them and he lay down and made them yakkan,
‘Fnd now he was very glad and sang !

Nganjoolanna ngannangoo weeleemanoo ngandoolana yajjarlee

Maklings ngannongoo, weeleemanoo ngandhcolapa garral garral bow.

(Wogzoora was Boorong, Wallardoo Ranaka, Beelyagooroo Roorong,

Wallardoo Parrjarree, dandeera Parrjarrze,)

o




Notebook 1 B. 36

THE KOOBE §D T

Kooberdee (Boorong) go Mindabullarree way, He wanted to see

all the boys there and he met Dhecka (Banaka), a Karree-erra man,
a kittle hill opossum. Dhecka say, "NO got many he stbp by
himgeXf, but he twll lie, he got plenty man, but Kooberdee

gsaw him plenty fire, Dhecka didn't want to let him know,
Kooberdee and Dhecka then fought with spears and Dhecka hammered
with & big boonamarra, half boomerang, and Kooberdee got .e
moggunice (spearj and speared Dhecka all over and now Dhecksa

has white spots all over him and Dhecka hit Kooberdse on the
head and you can see the blooed all down his nose and hreast
and back. :

Wonga wandhaga ngena dyamel

Noonala boolbee wonga

Kooberdee yammungun jingarnee woondanoo koggeorgalla Jingarnee
Boorong coming along coming coming Yule River nocoming

Kocberdee weeanoo Dhecka karree-era dhecka nyamel Kooberdee
Kooberdee geoe Banaka

Jainmana ngoodha ngana kumbena barndee, Dhecka wonga meeta
Who meking smoke and fire no%one

Ngadhala kumbanoona Balloonge rgelloongooreo beelonga thalaim booloe

I fire make After that they fight a big row
- (tongue pleuty)

Beela kanyina booloo mesta gooloo gooloo thammeearrcoloe
Two fellows big fight have Two cousins

Kooberdee yajjinoo maggundooloee yaj)jina Dhecke
Kooberdee through with spear stuck inte Dheeka

Dhecks ngoo booneemarraloo Kooberdee beoonganoo
Dhecka with big boomerang Kooberdee hit.

Kooberdee bea Jjinnoo Dhecka meaga kambalba maggunda
Kooverdee stuck in spear nade plenty spots spearing him

gabboo and Dhecka ngoo boonganoo kecberda mooroo boonamarreoleo
hit Kooberda with boonamara on the back

balledfihanocoe mesjee indin mooreballeen thanndo boonamarroeleo
and on the head, Blood poured out, ran out and bent his bvackbone

toonganco boonamarra
hitting




