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Series 2:  ‘Native Testaments of old natives’
Series 2.6. Songs and dances of the last Wanji-wanji – Eucla (3 p., 5 p.), transcribed by Jane Walkley.
Songs
The only songs of the last Wanji wanji (Wanna wa) [ceremony] performed in the Eucla (native name Yirrgili) Wanji wanji which finished in that area having been bartered from the northern pearl shell area (Darwin area  perhaps 20 years earlier)
First song sung by the visitors bringing the Wanna wa or Wanji wanji  (song follows).
Note: “Paljarri” was the name of one of the 4 class divisions in the central (west) area. There had been 4 class divisions which the northern (Beagle Bay, Broome area) groups (circumcised) brought with them to Australia. [Group names follow]. These class divisions and class marriages were intact until white invasion took place. In the “continental” Wanji wanji through the centuries, corruption began

The complete songs of the last Wanji wanji are included in my folios at Canberra. [ note to self] Register the music of these songs. Mrs Elizabeth George intends kindly to bring me a young girl who can write down the notes of the songs I have obtained and whose tunes I still remember. This will be a great addition to the published songs.
The Rain making Song of the River Heads and Musgrave and other western areas (Fortescue, Ashburton and Gascoyne river heads). 
[Song follows] 
[Marginal note] Central and border areas north and norwest of Yooldilgabbi or Ooldea. 
Central Australian groups sang this song but I heard it on the Ashburton previously.These verses were sung and repeated to a quaint little tune [.][T]he singers all gathered a bunch of mallee or other leaves, waved these as they sang and hit them against the trees as they ran round or through them.
Dances 
 Wanna wa (or Wanj wanji) whose last performance I saw in the Eucla area in 1913-14. 
An old All coastal [illeg.] Travelling Play beginning at (perhaps) Albany area (groups with plenty strong healthy healthy women [illeg.] and making its way [diagram follows – a rough trade map of much of Australia, where the ceremonies moved around and goods were exchanged.]
[Marginal note] The Wanna  wa was taught by the groups to the next group and it must always be paid for by the group learning it.
Taking their local products to every camp along the route teaching the song and dance to the next group all the route [illeg.] and finishing at such camps and returning to their own group, taking about 25 years along the journey, remaining with each group teaching the dance, bartering their local products and women, exchanging women temporarily in each camp, such camp continuing to next camp and so on. Sometimes a group having a special product for barter – women sell that at [rising?] ‘prices’ (barter) such as black and white (initiation) flints (black special ones from the Wiluna Mine district W.A. and from the Bight near Eucla (seen and noted by Eyre who noted the quarry of the white flint industry).
Meteorites if specially shaped ones went from Bight and Small [?] Plain, specially strong spears of wood from special areas Esperance, Twilight Cove (the spear called Bungalum at Twilight Cove and it carried the name with it until the last was sold.
This age old Travelling Show seemed to have its start North or South, more of the north perhaps because from the north came the raw pearl shells and sundry stone ‘hatchets’ and other perhaps ‘tropical’ objects. If the show travelled from south, the Wanna wa “Travelling Show” [illeg.] of the “oval” route, it would carry besides the women, southern spears, notably from S.W. Australia, “Bunggalum” spears from Twilight Cove etc. etc., black circumcision flints from the Murchison and Goldfields of W.A. and white circumcision flints (whose quarry Kaldilyura) Eyre noted and  passed on his journey along the Bight (Had Eyre but changed his native guides and taken some from the west coast, they would not have suffered from thirst. [There] Was a dingo Ilgamba “gabbi” named water (well or soak) not far from the white stone quarry). Shields from the Murchison and Gascoyne areas, pearl shells from Shark Bay, quaint meteorite and other ‘novelties’, woven hair and fur etc. etc., Bight area cave owl feathers for decoration, wombat fur string etc etc. and the Wanna wa was danced and taught to the groups and when sufficiently expert, payments were made.
Each group travelled to and from the end of its group area bartering with the next group, but each group might pass without hurt to friendly groups further north. There might be quarrels and killings over the bartering but the bartered objects were carried out and the value of the special wood spears, flints etc. increased as these were passed on from the group purchasing and reselling to its northern groups. Months and years were occupied in the journey of the barters. Exchanges and purchases would be made at each group area. Some would be carried further north though their owners would return to their own group area with their purchases from the groups along the north or south ‘roads’.
At Eucla in 1912-13 the remnants of a great Continental trade travel which had begun 25 years earlier arrived with the Wanna wa ceremonies which were to be purchased but very little weapon or other object of barter, owing to disappearance of tribes on the southern journey. The Wanna wa  travelling group waited vainly for a contingent from the areas north of Eucla or norwest, or even west but throughout other places there were not sufficient living members to form a group. 
However the 150 or so who had assembled at Eucla belonged to many of these old (now civilized) areas and they ended their bartering at Eucla, obtaining special spirit-stones etc. etc. and some northeastern objects in exchange for the southern special spears – always so valuable in the north, owing to their strength and smooth hardness, and as there were no people left (except one) belonging to that area and two or three from Twilight Cove and a few from Boundary Dam area etc. etc. , a bundle of bungalum and other strong  hard and finely finished spears, together with circumcision flints from “Maamba” (the ‘Shrine’ of those flints never trodden by women) and some white flints  from Kaldilyirra (Bight area) were placed in a coarsely netted fur and emu feather bundle and fastened with the spears. The Wanna wa was danced and payment made and the few native derelicts able to travel, to whom I gave food for their journey to the point in the Flinders Range where these objects of barter would be deposited (and left) in a known place in the Flinders hills towards the north where they would lie until the next group might come southward with pearl shell etc. Each group area had its own group objects for barter. Evidently the old age route (age-old?) going from eastward and the Eucla area had some regular passages through those parts of the Flinders Range that abut on its eastern sides, and here and there riverhead groups would meet and barter, but white settlement having reached riverheads long since, the native routes, like the old Phoenician routes of not so old a time, closed with those barter spears etc. which we saw along the old road in the Flinders Ranges. Many ‘caches’ may be discovered in years to come by some young bush bred boys eager to know more about their birth land.  Good discoveries may be made beyond the heads of the rivers – Cooper and Diamantina area natives had intercourse with Central Australian groups. Adhungga, a woman of the Madheri group described by Howard and Fison mingled with a Central Australian group N.N.E. of the E. W. Line and a Manitchmat man was brought as a young lad on his travel tour as ‘beedawa’ and ‘adopted’ by the Boundary Dam group and lived with them and married a Boundary Dam woman and later he went with some Boundary Dam men towards Kalgoorlie to try and coax a young lad there, but his sister was in the Bibbulmun group and he coaxed her to leave her man and come to Boundary Dam.
They were both ‘Manitchmat (the lighter of the two Bibbulmun phratries[?] but the whole Boundary Dam group died out with Dowie’s death. It had been a savage cannibal group all through its existence and poor Dowie was the greatest and last. He had become demented and wandered about in the moonlight nights but he always returned quietly with one. He died after a most appalling fit of madness wherein he ran some miles through the bush. I tracked and found him too weak to walk.  I carried him pickaback on my back till we reached a nice shady bush and lowering him gently he moved off my back and died. I buried him where he lay. I had none to help dig his grave but I dug the soft sand 7 ft long 5 ft deep 3 ft wide and just as I had tidied the poor grave, a wira darda – a lovely singer alighted on the bush and sang his requiem. I was so touched that I hoped he would hear the bird’s notes as his soul passed on to God. The wiradarda’s bird name is shrike thrush.
The Boundary Dam Totem [(illeg.)]was the nganna mukka (mallee hen) and in the mallee egg season, groups came from other areas to share in the eggs, but the visits always ended in savage cannibalism. He saw the last Wanna wa at Eucla in 1912. 
Wanj-wanji dance
The old travelling dances, Wanji wanji or wanna wa were petering out and nothing, no new dance had been invented. The travelling dance had been noted by Roth, a German dentist visiting Australia but it was merely a remnant. Molonglo was traced by Roth to some central area north or norwest of the German Mission Hermannsberg but it had not come further south owing to lack of performers and audiences.
The Wanna wa or Wanji wanji as it was known in the River sources areas finished its career while I was camped at Eucla 1913-14: though we had a big group collected for initiation ceremonies and the Wanji wanji traveling group performed it at Eucla, there were no Goldfields area groups or Boundary Dam groups to carry it through the Murchison so it finished its career at Eucla.
Old Thanduriri from the Musgrave and Everard Ranges who was too old to take part in it, suddenly remembered that he had witnessed some of its scenes as a young man, the ‘act’  - showing the purchasable women of the group visited was being performed when memory came back to the old man
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