EAGLEDAWK WAGTALL & PIGHECN -
(A Legend of Jirr-ngin-njan (Broome)

X In the Yamminga time, which was the time of long,.long ago,
w;fragunnu the eaglehawk was kogga (mother's brother) tb Jinda-
pirrbirr the wagtail and Joogajooga the northern pigeon.

Every day the three went out hunting for gurbalju (honey
of native bees). The bees were so very tin, that only the sharp
eyes of the boys could see them asthey flew to the hollows in the
trees with their gurbaiju. Sometimes Jindabirrbirr caught a
1ittle bee, and teking a small piece of white down he attached 1t
to the bee's back with a drop of blood drawn from his arm. I%
was then easy to follow the small white mark on the bee as it went
to its nest in the hollow away up in the high trees. then they
found the nest the boys would call their unmele to olimb up and
get the honey, for them they could not climb so high or so well
as their kogsa. Warrsgunna went up the trees the boys pointed
out to him and he always found a great quantity 6f gurbalju in
thﬁ hollow, most of which he ate, sending down only le-da
(pee's fa¥) and ooba (bees’ eggs) and a very, very little portion
of the gurbalju to the boys.

Jindabirrbirr and Joogajooga were greatly surprised to see
sueh & small portion of gurbaiju come from the big trees, and
so wmuch leda and ooba, and they would find more and more big trees
with the bees' nests so large that when they listonad they could
pear the meny meny bees putting the gurbaiju in their nest high
above them in the hollow of the tree, and they would say to their
ancle, "Kogga, here is a tree with much gurbaiju," but Loges
alweys ate the homey snd only gave them the bees' fat and the
vees' €8E&8.

Warrsgunna got very fat and strong through eating so much
gurbaiju, and though the boys found many, many trees with much
gurhai ju, their uncle would say, "Only leda and ooba and a little
gurbaiju here”, throwing it down to them. They got tired of

1ooking for big trees which held so iittle honey and they said,
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n"We will hunt langgur and koordi and Kogga will kill them for us.”

Warragunna sgein went hunting with them and when the boys found
8 langgur or kqordi hole they called to their uncle to kXill it for
then, Warrsgunna would come aldng and kxill the langgur and koordi,
but he ate all the fat ones and only gave the thin and "no goodn®
ones £o the boys, and he got so sle3k and fat that at last the boys
began to suspeet him. Jindabirrbirr said, "Kogge must have been
eating all the honey and now he is eating the fat langgur and
koordi and is only giving us the lean and no good ones. How shall
we punish (yanni bing) Kogga for not giving us our proper share of
the food we find?"

And Joogajooga said, "Come with me and I will tell yjou how
we can punish Kogga for cheating us."

When they had come tc some good koordi ground, Joogajooga
made & deep hole like & koordi nest and he said to Jindabirrbirr,
nYou get & hard stick and make 1t needirr (sharp pointed)tand when
this was done Joogajooga situck the stick firmly into the bottom
of the hole with the point upwards and the boys went back to camp,

Next day Warragunna and the hoys again went out together.

They walked on and on untll they came to the koordi hole they had
mede . Warragunna saw it and went over to it and put his foot
down guickly and hard to kill the koordi. But there was no koordi
there, only the sharp pointed stick, which ran up tarough Warra-
gunna's foot, and his foot swelled and swelled and swelled and
made him Very sick. Warragunna oried aloud with the pain, but
Jindabirrbirr and Joogajooga were glad to hear him ery, for they
said, "He hes been cheating us all the time and when we found
8004 honey and fat langgur and koordi he took all the honey and
all the fat meat and gave us only the bees' fat and bees' eggs and
thin, no good meat." | And they sat and listened to Warragunna
cfyins. and were glad.

By anrd by they heard him calling out, "Keordurwain,
Koordurwain (native companion)® Koerdurwain was a sorcerer and
Warraguuns wes calling to him to come and teke the sharp pointed
stiek out of his feect,

Koordurwain was in a far away camp, but being & sorcerer

he heard Warragununa calling to him, and he came at once and
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pulled out the stiék, but as soon as he pulled it out, water

came rushing out of the hole in Warragunna's foot and the water

‘yan and ran from. out the Pfoot until 1t made the river that is

Baglaburuk close o Minaring. Warragunne died and his nimbal
(foot)went up into the sky where it 1is called the Southern Cross
by white people,'but all Jajjalaboouroo womba (Broome district men)
Xnow that it is Warragunna's nimbal and when the Talloorgurra

(Elders) told the story of Warragunna and Jindabirzbirr and

~Joogajooga to the aaildren in the soft starlight, the story was
- told only at those times when Warragunna‘s foot was in a certain

. place in thé_sky , When the children could look at it (for there

are certain parts of the sky that {he children must not lock at)
The storvaas told so that boys and young men shouid know that a
bad uncle was punished for cheating them of their lawful portion
of the fg§d they found.



