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ffABKAGUKM JINDABIRRBIRR «& JOQGAJQCOA

KAGL^WK WAGTAI4. & i'lGiiluM

{A Legend of Jirr-ngin-n^an (Broone)
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•jC In the YanuDlsga time, which was the time of long,long ago,

Warragunna the eaglehawlc was Icogga (mother's brother) to Jinda-

hirrbirr the wagtail and Joogajooga the northern pigeon.

Everp da^ the three went out hunting for gurbaiju (honey '

of native bees). The bees were so very tin^ that only the sharp

eyes of the boys could see them asthey flew to the hollows in the

trees with their gurbaiju. Sometimes Jindabirrbirr caught a

little bee, and talcing a small piece of white down he attached it

to the bee's back with a drop of blood drawn from his arm. It

WS8 then easy to follow the smaxl white mark on the bee as it went

to its nest in the hollow away up in the high trees. •'/hen they

found the nest the boys would call their uncle to climb up and

get the honey, for then they could not climb so high or so well
«.0 their kogga. Warragunna went up the trees the boys pointed

out to him and he always found a great quantity of gurbaiju in

the hollow, most of whxch he ate, sending down only le-da

(ti^ee's faW) and ooba (bees' eggs) and a very, very little portion

of the gurbaiju to the boys.

Jindabirrbirr and Joogajooga were greatly surprised to see

such a small portion of gurbaiju coma from the big trees, and

80 much leda and ooba, and the^ would find more and more big trees

with the bees' nests so large that when they listened they could

hear the man^ mah/ bees putting the gurbaiju in their nest high

8hove then in the hollow of the tree, and they wo\ild say to their

^luole, "Kogga, here is a tree with much gurbaiju," but Eogga

always ate the honey aid only gave them the bees' fat and the

heee' eggs.

Warragunna got very fat and strong through eating so much

gurbai^u, and though the boys fo\ind aany , many trees with muoh

guriaaij^# their uncle would eay, "Only leda and ooba and a little
gurbaiju here", throwing it down to thea. They get tired of
looking for big trees which held so little honey and they said,
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; "We will hunt langgur Icoordi and Kogga will Mil thecs for U8."

Warraguxuia again want hunting with them and when the boys JkOund

a langgur or .Rioordi hole thoy oalled to their uncle to Mil it for

them. Warragunna would come along and kill the langgur and koordi,

but he ate all the fat ones and only gave the thin and "no good"

ones to the boys, and he got so sleek and fat that at last the boys

began to suspaot him. Jindabirrbirr said, "Kogga must have been

eating all the honey and now he is eating the fat langgur and

koordi and is only giving us the lean and no good ones. How shall

we punish (yanni bing) Kogga for not giving us our proper share of

the food we find?"

And Joogajooga said, "Come with mo and I will tell you. how

we can punish Kogga for cheating us."

When they had come to some good kocrdi ground, Jocgaiooga

made a deep hole like a koordi nest and ho said to Jindabirrbirr,

"You get a hard stick ar.d make it needirr (sharp pointed)Vand when

this was done Joogajooga stuck the stick firmly into the bottom

of the hole with the point upwards and the boys went back to oamp,

hext day Warragunna and the boys again went out together.

They vYalked on and on until they oame to the koordi hole they had

made. Warragunna saw it and went over to it and put his foot

down auickly and hard to kill the koordi. But tnere was no koordi

there, only the sharp pointed stick, which ran up tnrough Warra-

gunna'a foot, and his foot swelled and swelled and swelled and

made him very siox. tfarragunna cried alotid with the pain, but

Jindabirrbirr and Joogajooga were glad to hear iiim ery, for they

said, "He has been cheating us all the time and when we found

good honey and fat langgur and koordi he took all the honey and

all the fat meat and gave us only the bees* fat and bees* eggs and

thin, no good meat." And they sat and listened to Warragunna

crying, and were glad.

By and by they heard him calling out, "Koordurwain,

Koordurwain (native companion)'.' Koordurwain was a sorcerer and

Warragunna was calling to him to come and take the sharp pointed

stick out of his foot.

Koordurwain was in a far away eamp, but being a sorcerer

he heard Wariagunna calling tc him, and he oame at once
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-• pulled out the stick, hut as soon as he pulled it out, water

came rushiug out of the hole in Warracumia's foot and the water ; •• - '"X •]

ran and ran from , out the foot until it made the river that is ' '
.-•i-

Baalahuruk close to Minaring. Warragunna died and his niahal • tj

vfootjwent up into the sky where it is called the Southern Cross •
• • <• •

hy white people, hut all Ja^^alahooroo v^omha iBroome district men) • ' •

know that it is iVarragunna's nimhal and whan the lalloorgurra

(Elders) told the story of V/arragunna and dindahirihlrr and

Joogajooga to the en ildren in the soft starlight, the story was

told onl,/ at those times when V^arragunna^s foot was in a certain

place in the sk, '̂ , when the children could look at it (for there

are certain parts of the skj^ that the children must not luck at)

The stor,^ was told so that hoys and young men should knov/ that a

had uncle was punished for cheating them of their lawful portion

of the fpod the^ found.
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