; ABIEODUCTILION

Seientists have placed the iustralian aborigine almost
at the bottom of the scale of humanity. Their warrant ia
the poverty of his teohniosl accomplishment and the level of
his oculture which is atill just g rational degree above that
of the animal., He knows two seasons, winter and summer.
He has no science of mumbers, and can count $¢ no more than
thres, After that ocomes two-two, four, snd in the south-
west marra, hand, signified five -~ the rest is vague,
"big mob, plenty". He does net kuow the facts of birth.
He knows the child's physical relationship to the woman, and

if the womap is his., If he has been away from her for five
or ten yearlh he may believe that all the childrsn she has
had in e Weantime are his own. He believes, and so dces

hat if sne sits near a certain rock, or tree, or

if the aSuEE who is & man, 100ks and winks &t her, whether she

‘ pot, a baby will come out of the stone or tree or

pue heyr own, If she is sitting beside a water-

; e mountain devil or basdicoot shows up suddenly, the
‘baby she Way be unconsciously carrying at the time will "belongn
to mountain-devil or bandicoot. :

The aborigines began as communists, and they are dying
out as ecommunists, because in all the ages of their existence there
has not arisen & man among them strong encugh to raise them from
the ruck of communism, which still preveils in every detail eof
their llves, 1If a man goes hunting, and comes back to camp
heavily laden, his gams must be divided amongst his staye-at-home
fellows, who are all his group relatioms, even if his
woman and his dingoes go bungry in oonsequence., Lo family
ataods out from the tribe by virtue or superiority. There are
ne arts and industries, Ko man is ever praised for exosllence
of workmanship in weapon or iuplement
ik A% -- & curious belief thet exisis amohg thepeoyic of
Southern irelend teday, whe will praise neither man, woman ,
child, pig, herss or cow without the Bup.lementary invecation
"God bless i%l"  Although there were sarriage laws, the
comzunal state forbide exelusive ownershipy, aud & man's tribal
brothers way at any time ask or be given the loan of a wWoman,
paying the yrice for the accoumodation. Every man is a tyrant
to kis women, otherwise there is no superiority or inferiority
aUoNE | peo a8 landless and as leaderless as Xengarcos,

There is no provision for the fature, for until a man
has got outside his food, he cannot call it his. That is why,
when women £0 huntinmg, they take their fire-stick with then,

80 that ean cook an iguana or & vegetable on the spot, and
chanee the beating for doing se. Give an old woman some
food, and she will hide the greater part of it for the men in
camp, and if 1t is insisted that she ent it all, will hesitate
to come again. Give her an article of wearing agparel, apd
it goes the rounis of the camp natil it is in rags, A famous
scariet opera cloak trimmed with white swansdown whieh I gave
to & Woman went on tour through the whole of the South-west,
slways on a different wesrer., On every station or farn where
a native is gives work to do, the owner has te foed every
brother-connunist who cones along. Stone lueges, peculiay
sarkings is rook, tree or nill, are believed to be the inages
of offenders turned intc stone besause they kept their eateh,
the secret of & food-pateh to themselves. DNever a reet was
set to grow, or a fruit tree protected, :

There is no individusl ewnership, therefers there is
né progress,

014 men whe have lest thelr hunting-prowess, with the
cusning of the fox and dhgple, mmke sercerers of thasic&vca_
sud by watohing and smeiilng among the naked hunters, are able
to discover those who heve killed and saten, With Speils and
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4  bome-pointing, their evil suggestion is fatal, and so their
living is easily galned.

At the great gatherings for the magic ceremonies in
connection with the incremse of meatl and vegetable food, fear and
fanaticism hold equal place in everyone's mind, and even in |
the danoing, the best dancer snateches a fearful joy im his move- |
menta, for he never knows whether Ms profieie nay give |
offence to the magic that will paralyse his 8, A blima :
eye, a wound that will not heal, 8 crippled child ~- all
is magic. If a kangaroo goes im‘ & hostile group or a
sorcerer is accused of having poisoned the meat, Even a
plenitude of food must never be kept which is wny an
Australian, if he catches a kangarec, will gorge and sleep,
and gorg sleep, until he has Tinished it.

first uncircumcised tripes had no knowledge of cir-
the initiation of their boys te manhood was mainly
Lon from them of certaim foods whiech the eliers
desired m to hunt, The seconi hordes brought circum-
~ eision sub-incision with them, and their culture s
beeause it mot only lengthened the period of the novitiate, but
gave them secret and ghastly blocd-rites to keep the youths inm
subjection for years. In all kim the circumcised communist
groups of Australia, women and youths are tyraunised over to
an incredible extent. There is no sense of justice or
~ injustiee. There is no sense of right ew wrong, There is
neither hope of heaven nor fear of hell. There i# o
maglie, and the evil spirit of aboriginal magie is poweriess
beyond death.
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-1 nhave writéen the liumitationms, and now I can turm
sore happily to the expression of their idealism and j
expressed in wythology and folklore. XKany of their nyths
are rich in fancy apnd the manner of their telling comes pear
to poetry. Nearly svery legsnd mignt begin with "In Ancogpor
times", just as those of the western civilisation open with
"Once upon & time", for the “"dhoogzoer" delongs te {;o dream
time, an age dimly emerging from the mists of the past, It
was then that the earth waz people by strange beings,
partaking of the nature of bird, animal, insect, or reptile,
a8 well as of humans., Karvellous happesings befsll these
psople during their gojourn on earth, and from them arese the
natural features which still mark the landscapes. Such yeople
were the ancestors of the natives of today, each of whom is born
inte & totemisc group assecimted with & mythical progemitor.
The present day forms of these ancestors, kangaroos, opossums
and se on, are the "elder brothers™ of the matives of ir
totem, the relationshipy being characterised by striot tri
laws.

Bearly a life time has gone to the colleotion of the foli-
iere amd mythology eentained in these pages, Their sourees
extond :r:: the north-west of :;utor: rmtrma to the ¢

areas o ¢ west coast of South Aum fe N of them
gathared on the Maamba aboriginal Reserve in lcwm mtn').::
still more at Qoldes, once an iselated ossis nesr the mortn.
eastern rim of the illiwitedle Nullardbor Flain, new & stopping
place on the Emst-West Reilway line. At Neamba I heard frem
the ilips of the last survivers of the once grest Bidbulmum
po0ple who remmed the plains Waere Perth now stands the gtories
which had been handed down from umsteid &eneration at Ooldesn
there caue to me whole, or in fragmeuts, the legeni eud love
of the people who once wendered about the head of the Grest
Australian Bight, the bellefs and superstitions of the trides,
once S9CUr® im the iselation of the Mann, snd Petermans faages,
Central Australia, whe are moving dows 4o eivilisation, euger
%o tread the fatal puth which has led tasir neighbours’ te o oa.
truetion., Jeated about a timy ¢nny Tive, they narrsted te
"Kabbarii®, their "grandwether", the i B8, lews, ceremenies
syths and totems whish they unconseiously ebsorbed as ohildren
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and eontinued to absorb throughout their lives, Some of the
myths have been pieced together over long intervals of time
and &istance, the beginning sathered at one camp, the end at .
spother hunireds of miles away. Some have remained fragments,
for the narrators who mignt have unfolded them in full have

passed on.

Bany of the lsgends have a close reseublance to others
heard in reglions far distant, and the same principals, perhaps
under other names, figure in mythas which"belong™ to widely
se ted tribes. That applies to an extent to the stellar
myths, but mere particulariy to those reliating to the great
magic suske, or wogsal, which controls earta, fire and water, the
lives, actions, totems and beliefs of the people. To the
Bibbulaunm he was the "woggal™, the the trides from ecentral
western ‘445 & to Euela, on the Bignt, the "jeedarra®, to
those of Eh§ far north and north west the "tjoorec”, and
to those ©f the land which stretches over the Nullarbor Plain

and tar-l_“"dnutrtl Australis the "ganbav®,

A kindlier spirit-guidsnce is that of the Thorungur?, or
elder brother of the Eidbulmun, the mystie kinship between man
and aninals and trees in a logical association of savolution and
encestor-woraship, and for which, for want of & better ome, I must
resort to the American~indian word »totem®™, The spirit of the
"toten" moves invisibdbly ameng its group, and if any of its laws
are wilfully broken, it seeks the wogsul, whose Vengeance is swift,
and sometimes all-embracing. 1In their age-old ceremonies, the
tribes sing the increase of the totem at the proper time, fight
those who slight or moek or wanitonly interfere with it, and
propitiste the spirit, ihen & man dles, his totem mourns its
human kin, and is not agalin eaten by the living whils the memory
of the dead remains fresh in their hearts, (Children are taught
the laws from earliest infancy, and dare not kill nor hurt the
young of the "borungur® whe sre tneir own little brothers and
sistere - a eonception of humsne-ness and love of God's snall
oreatures as beautiful in its simplicity as the "iLittle Flowers
of 5t, Francis",

The more deeply I went into the lives of these children
of the wilds, the more ir wounderland was opened for me to track
to its begiuming. As 1 pore over the disappearing pencilled
words, I come upon many by-peths that I wanted te follow, but
whieh I had to pestpone indefimitely.

The wealth of faney whioh lies in the gboriginal lore
is as yot known to few, In the days to come when a national
iitevature burgeons in the Coummonwealth, native mytnolegy should
have & place akin %o the tales and legends of other nations,




ABTEORUCTION

Seientists have plaved the Australian aborigine almost
at the bottom of the scale ¢f humanity. Their warrant is
the poverty of his techniasl accomplishment and the level of
his culture which is atill Just g rational degree adove that
of the snimal, He knows two seasons, winter and summer.
He has no science of pnumbers, and can count t¢ no more thanm
three, Aftor that comes two-twe, four, and in the south-
wost marra, hand, signified five -~ the rest is vague,
"big mob, plenty®., e does not know the faets of birth.
He knows the ¢hild's ghysicel yelationshiy to the woman, and
if the woman is his., If he has been away from her for five
or ten years, he may delleve that all the childrsn she has
had in the meantime are his own, Ee believes, and so does
the womam, that if she sits near a certain rock, or tree, or
if the moeen, who is a man, looks and winks at her, whether she
wants it/orimot, a badby willi come out ¢f the stone or tree or
moon and beeg her own, If she is sitting besids a water-
hole, and & wounteln devil o¢r bandiccot sbows up sulddenly, the
baby she may be unconsciously csrrying at the time willi "belong®
to mountaln-devil or bdandicoot.

The aberigines began as communists, and they are dying
out a8 coumunists, because in all the ages of thedr existence thers
has not arisen & man ameng them strong encugh to raise them from
the yuck of compumisu, which still prevails in every detail of
thelr iives, If a man goes hunting, and comes Lack %o anmp
heavily laden, his game sust be divided smomgst his stay-sat-home
follows, who are all his group relaticns, even if his
woman and his dingees go hungry iu consejusnce, Lo family
stends out from the tride by virtue or superiority. There are
no erts and industries. Jo man is ever praised for sxoellence
of workmanship inm wespon or implements, :

4l 48 -~ & curious belief thet exists among s80ple
Southern Ireland today, whe will jraise neither xan, woman,
child, pig, horse or cow without the suplensntary imnuua
"God bless iti®  Although there were asrriage laws, the
conmunal state forbids exclusive ownership, and & wan's tribdal
brothers nay at any time ask or be given the iocan of a woman,
zuiu the price for the accommodation., Every map is a tyrant
¢ Bis women, otharwise there is no superiority or inferiority
awmong n pee 83 lendless snd a3 lesderiess as kangsreos,

There is no provision for the future, for until a san
has §ot cutside his food, he eannot oall it his. That is why,
“hen women go hunting, they take their fire-stick with thes,
so that can cook an iguapa or & vegetabls omn the spot, and
chanee the beating for doing sc. Give an oid women some
Tood, and she will hide the tex part of it for the mem in
camy, aod if 1t is insisted that she eat it all, will nesitete
to oome again. Give her as srticle of wearing apparel, and
it goes the rounis of the camp wetil it is in rags. 4 famous
scarlet opera cloak triumed with white swensdown which I gave
to & womkn wout on tour through the whole of the South-went,
siways on a iifferent wearer, Un every Statism or fars where
: rm“. is n'{c: work te do, the um:: h&s %o feed every '
o¥otner~conpunist who ocomes along. Stons lusges, peculisy
RArXKings in Yook, tree or hill, are believed %o ve ‘:. inages
of offenders turned into stene beocause they kept their eateh,
the sesret of a fuod-pateh %o themasives. Never a roet was
set to grow, or a m{: tres protected,

There is no individusl ownershipy, therefere there is
80 pregress, |

0id men whe have lest their hunti rowe wi'
sunning of the fox and shgpis, sake umr‘g‘tf 'ih::&g:: o
snd by watohing and smelilng asong the waked husters, are ai).o
te discover those who have killed sud esten, Wi spells and
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»one-pointing, their svil susgestion is fatal and so their
uvug'ia essily zained, {

At the great gatherings for the magic ceremoniss in
conngction with the increase of meat and vegeiasble food, fear and
fanaticism held eguasl place in everyone's mind, and even in :
the dancing, the best dancer snatches a fearful Joy in his move-
monts, for he never knows whether iis proficisney may give
offence to the magic that will paraiyase his limba, A blind
eye, a wound that wilil pot heal, & origglot onild «= all
is magie. If a kangaroc goss bad, @ hostile group or a
soreerey is acoused of having poisoned the meat, Even a
plenitude of food must never bs kept wnieh is wny an
Austraiisn, if he calches a Rangaros, will gorge and sieep,
end gorge and sleep, until he has finished it,

i m first uncircumecised tripes had no knowledge of cir-
cumelsion the initiation of thelir boys 1o manhood was mainly
the ressrwation frow them of certain foods which the eliers
desired them to hunt, The second bhordes breught eireum-
cision sud sub-incision with them, snd their culturs spresd
becaunse it not only lengthened the period of the novitiste, but
gave them seeret and ghastly blood-rites to kesy the youths in
subjectiion for years, In all Rka the circumcised communist -
groups of Australia, wouen and youths are tyrannised cver %o
an incoredible extent, There is no sense of justice or
jnjnstice. There is no sense of right ew wrong. There is
neither hope of heaven nor fear of heil, There is o :
magio, anl the evil spirit of aboriginal magic is powerless
beyohd death, :

1 ohave writéen the limitatioms, and sow I ecan turn
more happily to the expression of their idealism and imegery
sxpressed in gythology and folklore, Kany of their myths
are rish ip faney and the mauner of thelr telling comes near
te peetry. Nearly every legond might begin with "In dhoogpor
tines™, just as thoss of the western civilisation open with
*Onece upon & time®, for the “dhooggoer® bdelongs to the dreem
time, an ags dimly emerging from the mists of the past, it
was then that the earth wes people by strange deings,
partaking of the nature of bird, animsl, insect, or reptile,
a8 welli as of humans. Marvellous happenings befell these
poopie Quring their sojourn om earth, and from them syoss the
patural features which still mark the landscape. Sush geople
wers the ancestors of the patives of today, each of whom is berm
inte & totemie group asseciated with a aytonieal preogemitor.
The present day forms of these ancestors, kangaroos, ogossums
and 8¢ on, ars the “elder drothers™ of the matives of their
toten, the relationshiy being characiexised dy striet tridal
laws,

Bsarly s life time has goune to the coliection of the folk-
lore and awytholegy ecvntmined in these pages. Their sources
extond from the morth-west of Western Ausiralia to the coastal
sreas of the west coast of South Austyalia, Neny of them were
gathored on the Maamba sberiginal Reserve inm Western Australis,
#%lil nore at Geldesa, once su isolsted ossis near the north.
sasters rim of the illimitable Bullarbor Plain, new » stopping
prese on the inst-lest Bailway line. At lunic 1 heard gnu'
the 1ips of the last survivers of the ouce great Bidbuimuns
poople who Tosmed the glains where Perth now stanis the stories
which had been handed down frem untold generations; st Joldes
thers onne %o me whels, or in fragme nts, the .106“3 aud lore
of the pecpie whe onse wandered about the hesd of the Great
Agstral u’:a:i t}c nﬁnta ;‘2& n:crntiusu of the trives,
onee AesUTe ¢ ilsolstion ¢ ¢ Baun, and Petermans Banges
Ceantyrsl Mm.i "he ave moving down to eivilisatioem, u:g; :
%o tread the fatal gath whick has led tuelr neighbours to 88
trustion., Jeated about & Slmy ommj fire, they marrated te
"Eabbarii®, thelr "grasdmnether®, the legenis, jaws, ssremonies,
syths and totems which they uneunseieusly sbserbed as shildren
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and continued to absord ihroughout their lives, Some of the
myths have been piecced together over long intervals of time
and &lstauce, the gtgig.nuc ntharcs:. at h:” canp, tﬁo end st o
another hunireds of miles awny . me have remained fragments
for the nerrators whe uight have unfolded them in full have
passed on, : ’

uany of the lesgends have & close ressublance to others
heard in regions far distent, and the seawue principgals, perbajps
under other names, figure in thl.lhic‘h"balﬁlﬁ to wide
separated trides, That applies ¢ un extent to the stellar
myths, but moye particularly to those relating to the great
magic snuke, or woggnl, which controls earta, fire and water, the
iives, acticns, totems and beliefs of the people. To the
Eibbuimun he was the "woggal®™, the the tribes from sentral
yestern Australia to Bucla, on the Bight, the "jeedarra®, to
those of the far north and north west the *"tjoorso™, and
to those of the land which strostohes over the Nullarder Pilain
and far inte Central Australia the "gacbha”,

A kindlier spirit-guidsnce is thet of the "borumgurv, or
eldar brother of the Biddulmun, the mystic kinmship detween man
and aninals and trees in a logleal sassoeistion of evelution and
ancestor-worship, and for whick, for wsat of a better ome, I must
rasort to the American-Indian word "totem™, The spirit of the
mtoteu" moves luvisibly smeng its group, amd if agy of its laws
are wilfully broken, it seeks the wogsal, whose vengesnce is swift
apd sometimes all-embracing. In thelr age-old ceremonies, the
tribes sing the inerease of the totem at the prep tine, i'w
those who silght or mock or wanionly interfere with it, and
propltiate the spirit, When & man dies, his totem wourns its
human kia, and is oot again eaten by the living whils the ROBOTY
of the dend remains fresh in their hearts, Children are taught
the laws from earliest infancy, snd dare met kill mer hurt the
young of the "borungur® who are taeir own littls brothers apd
gisters - & omoguou ¢f humsne-ness and love of God's smell
o?;:mr;‘;:lb:m iful in its sisplielity es the *little Flowers
o G e sy

L

The more deeply I weni inte the lives of these ehildren
of the wilds, the more their wohderlani was opened for me to treck
to its beginning. As I pore over tane disappearing peseilled
words, 1 come uwpon many by-paths that I wanted to fellew, hut
which I had to pestpone indefimitely.

The wealth of fancy whioh liies in the sdoriginal lere
is an {.t,mn to fow, In the aays to come when a netional
Literature burgeons ln the Comanouwealtn, mative aytnology should

have & place akin to the tales mnd legends of ether nations,
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ANTRUDUCTIOR

Selentists have placed the Ausirslien sborigiuve almest
bottom of the scale ¢f bumanity. Thelir warrant is
erty of his teohniosl accomplishment aud the level of
tare whioh is atill Just g rational degree shove that
anisal, He kuows two zeasocus, winter and susmer,
a0 selsnce of numbers, aund can eount %0 no more than
After that comes twoetune, four, and in the south-
marra, hand, signified five -~ the rest is vague,
¢ Plenty®, Hes does not kuom the facts of birth.
the child's physical relatiopshiy o the woman, and
woann 48 his, If he has boss away frow her for five
s Be may belleve that sll the ohiliren she has
time are his own, He believes, and so does
if sne sits near & certain rocx, or tree, or
is s san, icoks and winksz at her, whether she
§, A& daby will ocwne out ¢f the stone ¢r tres orxr
her own, If she is sitting besids & water-
L & nountain devil or bandicoot shows uy suddenly, the
unconsciously earrying at the tise will "belong®
seountain-devil or bdandicoot. ;

The aborigines hegan uv copmunistis, and ihq are dylag
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out as coamunists, decause in all the nyges of thelr existonce there

has not arisen a man among thesm strong encugh to raise them from
the yuck of compunism, whiech still preveiis in every detail of
their lives, If a man goes hunting, and cowgs beck to oamp
beavily laden, his game must be diviied smengst his stay-st-home
fellows, who are all his group relstions, sven if his

woman and his dlngoes go bangry iu ovnseyuence. Lo family

staods out from the be virtue or superiority. There are

Do arts and industries. ¢ man 18 ever graised for sxoellence
of workmanshiy is g or . e

Eih it -- a curious beilef that exists among thajeo

Southern ireland %eday, who will praise uelther zan, womaen,
chldld, pig, berse or oow without the sujp.lemontary .{uvuutm
"God bless i%i"  Although there were marrisge lews, the -
somaunal state forbids exelusive ownershiy, and a wsn's $ridbal
brothers may at tinme ask or be given the loan of a woman,
wug the yrice fer the accommodation. Rvery aeb is & tyrant
¢ Bis womeu, otherwise there is no superierity or inferiority
mtmﬁoummummnuumnn.

Thers is we provision for the future, for until a man
bas got outside his food, he cmnmet cail it his. That is wiy,
vhou women go hamting, they teke their fire-stick with them,
80 that iu{.:u cook an igusns or & vegetable on the spot, and
chanes the ; for doing se. Give an 0id weman some
food, and ahe will hide the greater yart of it for the men ip
ooy, wud iT it As insisted that she eat it &ll, will hesitate
t0 cune zu. Give ber an artiele of wearing ayperel, and
it goss rounds of the canp uatil it is i8 rags. 4 faweus

iet opera clesk trismed with white swensdown whieh I save

to & woman went on tour thrgugh the whole of the South.-west
sivays on & different wesrer. Un every statien or farm where
freimeassmastiet sk eoase Sionge . See boar iy
rothsr~ who coues aloug. ne lusge Culiay
sarkings in o0k, tree or hill, sre believed to bhe 80 images
of sffecders turned inte stone decause Shey kept their oateh,
the seoxet of & fosd-gatoh %o thewselves. Never s root was
set to grow, or a frult tree protected,

Thers is ne individusl ownershiy, therefers there is
ne Jrogyess,

§44 men whe have Lest their hunti rows , ‘
cusning of the fox and Ahgple, aaxe utuh:g-ﬁf mﬁhﬁ:’: g
sud by watobing snd weeiliing smong the nsked husters, are s
te discover those who have kilied and esten, Witk sppils snd
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dome-pointing, their avil suggesticn is fatal, snd se theiy
ifving is easily gained. i

4%t ths great gatherings for the magic ceremenies in
connsction with the increanse of meat and vegetable food, fesy and
fanaticiss hold equsl place in everyoue's mind, snd even in
the damcing, the best danoer snatehiss a tmtni 0¥ in his move-
ments, for Ne neVEr Xnows whetheT iis mrﬂumg‘m give
Hild

offence to the magie that will paralyse his lim A bling
eye, a wound that ¥iil net heal, a crigghl ok we ALY

is sagle. If & kangayeo goes 5&&. & hostile B or @
goroerer is accused of having polsoned the meat. Zven a
plenitude of food must mever be kept whieh is wny an
instralien, if he catohes a kangereo, wiil gerge end slsep,
and gorge and aleep, until he has Tinished it,

. The first uncircumoised trides had uwo knowledge of cir.
cuncision and the inltiation of thelr boys to manhood was meinly
the reservation from them of certain foods whieh ths eldsrs
desired them %o hunt. The second herdas briught eircum-
cimion sud sub-imcision with them, snd theiy sulture spread
because it nel only lengthened the period of the mevitiate, but
gavs them seoret and ghastly blocd-rites to keepy the jouths in
subjeotion for years, Iin all Ekx the circumecised comsuniat
groups of Australian, women and youths ars tyreonised ever %o
an incredible .xﬂn‘. There is no seunse of justios or
injustioe. There is no sense of right ew wrong, There is
neither hope of heaven ner fear of helli., fthere is 01{“‘
maglo, and the evil spirit of aboriginsl magie i8 poweri

i vhave writeen the limitations, and now I esn turm
mors happily to the expression of thelir idesiiss and 7
expr.t‘l‘ d in gythelogy and folkiore, Nany of thelir AR
are rich in fancy and the masnner of their telling i neay
to poetry. learly avery legsond might begin with *In '
tiuss”, just as those of the westerm civilisation egen o a
"Onee upon & tine", for the “dhoosgoer" belongs to dream
time, an age diniy emerging from the mists of the jast, It
wad then that the sarth was pecple by strange beinge, :
pariaking of the naturs of bird, aniwsl, inseet, or roptile,
88 well as of humans. Marvellous hagpenings befeil these
po9pde during thelr sojoury on sarth, agd from them srose the
sstural features which still mark the lasdsonpe. Jo05le
were the anceators of the uatives of today, sach of whem io born
inte s totemic group associated with m sy thiond snjtor,
Tho present dey forms of these ancestors, s, ©
and 80 omn, are the “elder brothers® of ; m.ta:i.:-.
;:i.:n.m relationshiy being charncierised By strict tribal

d
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extond from the morth-west of Western Austraiia to the soastay

sreas of the west oonst of Jouth Austyelin, Nany of them
gathered on the Maemba sdoriginal feserve im l.utmzu '

shioch had been handed down frem unteld generati st Ueold
there cane to me whole, or in fragw ate, the legend end love
of the fum wWhe ouoe wandered about the hesd of the Great
Asstralisn Bight, the beliefs sad superstitions of the trives,
SRse soeure in the iseiation of the Mann, ond Petermans fauges
Centysl m%nuai whe ars aoving down to eivilisation, % 4
te tread the fatal path which has led tneiy Beighbourn ‘im
traftion, Jeated about a tlay cwng fire, they marvesed te
"Eabbarili®, thelr “graudsethsr®, the iegenis, leaws, seremeunien,
ayths and totens whioh they wnosnnelcusiy abserbed as ghildrves
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and oahttm& it absord throughout their lives, So‘o of the
wyths have doen pleced together over long intervals of tine
and u-um.“m bociging gathered at hgm “gii t};u end at ¢
snotheor hunireds of miles away. Some have remsined fragsents
for the nerrators whe signt have unfolded them in full have .

passed on,

Hany of the legeunds have & close ressmblance t0 others
heaxd la regions far distant, and the saxe princigels, perhaps
under other names, figure in wyths shich™elong® to widely

58 ted trides, That applies to un extent to the stellar
myths, but meye particulariy to itnose relating to the great
negie abake, or woggal, which contrels esarth, fire snd water, the
iives, actions, totems and beliefs of the people. Te the
Bi.b’tmitu he was the "wogsal®™, the the trides fros central
western Australia to Buels, on the Bight, the "jeedarre®, %o
thooe of the far north and north west the “{joorce®, and

te those of the land whieh stretohes over the Zullarbor Plsin
and far inte Contral Australiis ithe "ganba®,

: A kindller spirit-guidance is that of the "borungure, or
elier brether of the Bidbulmun, the wystic kinship detween man
el anlmels end trees in a lnciou asseoliatien vl evolution and
sncestor-worship, and for whioh, for went of & better one, I must
résort to the Americac~Indian word "gotem®, The spirit of the
réotom” moves luvisidly asong Ats group, snd if sy of its laws
are wilfully broken, it sesks the woml, Whese Vengemnce is swifs,

and sometimes elle-smbrecing. in thelr ~04d osranonies, the
tridbes sing the inersese of the totem at : r tia® t
those who alight or mook or wantenly im . i th it, and
propitiste the spirit. ihen & men dles, his .&u :

busen kis, and i not agein eaten by the living while the wen

of the dend remains fresh in their hearts. Childrem sre tausht
the lsws from sariiest infuncy, snd dare not kill ner hurt the
young of the 'Nngu- wno are their own littls by A
sisiers - a conception of humsne-ncss and love of God's

oreatures as besutliful in its sisplieity as the nutm.‘w' P

of 3%, ¥rancis",

The wore deeply I went into the lives of these ohildvem

of the wilds, the wmore r wobderland was opened for me 4o track
to ita beginning. As I pore over tae W ponellled
words, 1 oone ugon many by-paths that I wented to follow, but
which I had to postpone indefinitely. R

The wealth of faney which iies in the aboriginel lore
iisorature DarEeous 15 the Commensentth, RASEYS sy tholeey Maoeld
| in QBB Y thols ;

have & plsce akin te the tales wnd legords of other nat B




