ln Weejlara or Dhoogoorr times, the long-ago dream times,
the ccnntry'whore Uoldile-nga water now "sits down" was as desolate
as the great wini (plain) which edges it, and as weterless, There
were 1o trees at Qoldil-nsa, only murnda-murnde (earth, soil) every-
where. All the animsls and birds were nunge (men) in those far
off days.,

Ginniga (the native cat) and Beera (the moon) had been
sulky with each other for a long time and had been fighiing and
running away, fighting and running away, but always coming baok
again to fight on the earth, One day Beers hit Ginige with &
wijewij (heavy club-like boomerang) and made his nose bleed.
Ginniga ran & long way andi made a blood-red karu (ereck) ull the

way. He sat down at the end of the karu and all the ground over
which he ran was red with his bloed and now 1% is murdarba
(red ochre) which the Ginniga men can sell %o their filends,
Ginniga speared Beera apd Beera ran to Dhoorinya and sat down
there and you can see 4 big mardargl (cirole) where Deera sat

down until his wounds were healed. _
By and by, when Ginniga had rested, he g0t up again

and went after Desra, and s tanding in front of him, stamped his

foot, challenging Beera to fight again, They fought and fought
uatil Beera was killed. He turned into stone and all his .ﬁxj.
(dogs) ran away,

Now Ginuiga stocd for law and order in Dhoogeorr times
and when Wilba (species of wallaby) would net stop in thelr own
grourl but went round in 515 mobs spoiling the ngalla gabbi
(water root mallse) and letting the water run to waste, Ginniga
was wala (sulky), OUme day & big mob of Wilba came %0 Ginniga
and challenged him, "All right," said Ginnige, "1'11 fight you,
but I will give you my koords manthu (entrails) %o eat, for you
must be hungry,." Gi#utgn was Mamu (soveerer), #¢ hR took out his
koorde wanthu and ¢av¢i#0up to each Wilba and as they gie they
llﬁg; for 4t Was mobburn keoge (magic meat), Three of them, 155‘.1‘



Malaguli and Mamu ran away leaving their kajji (spears) behind,

| Ginniga took all the spears of the’dead Wilba, all made of 3if-

ferent wood and the bungala wood od&p'ha thraw south, and bungal
spears and karli (boomerangs) and miro (spearthrowers) are now
aade by bungala nunga., He threw bilbagoorse wood ounes west

and bilbégooroo kajldl now coma from there. Cojan and kalliwars
wood he sent north and yaggala, koerrgu, jindu ani ngabbarli
wool ones east, All the spears turned inte trees and the plain

wAs covared with them, and that is why some itrees have mai (veg~

~ etable foods) and some have gadbi (water), because all the spears

were different.

Ginn;ga kept three spears and went after Dhadel,
Malagull and Hﬁuu, and he chased thom and chased them a long,
lonélwqy. They tried to make nests and threw up the earth %
4quiokly, but Ginniga caught them up before they could hids in
the nests and he speared them and killed them. Ths sarth they
threw up is now called Wilba (Ooldea Ranze); a little rockhols
called Kara maris the spot where they died, and the hills near
it are called Wilbamurdu, |

#hen Ginniga had killed all the Wilba he heard his

brother's spirlt talking, ani he seid, "My brother wgnts me,»
He walked a long way and saw a lame men's jinna (track, footprint).
"My brother's foot 1B minga (axck),ﬁ he 3aid, He "sat down®
by & rockhole one afterncon, thep went further and oame te
another waterhoke, He slept there and early next morning he
maw smoke, e tracked his brether's footprints and ot lmst
he found his lame brother whom Beers had spoarcd. Gluniga
was goonbu (glad) he had killed Beers and went beek te his kaanga

(fire).
000 wee 000 ~«w 000

dne day Karrbiji (species of marsupial ) staftoa from
a long way west with a kangarco skin bdag full of water, He was
travelling south, but Ngabbula the spike-backed lizard feollowead
him up, and 80 he turned a iittle bit north, andi then east, with
his bag€ still full, He went slong, long way cast‘and then turned
south again and sat down on & 1little mand mound, &nd seretched and
seratehed wntil he had made a nice hollow té put the water ium,



He poured some of-the water out and said, »Qoldil," ("Here I
shall stay") and set down beside it, The water was on the sur-
fage so that everyone could see it. DPresenily he heard a
whistling and he cried out, "Who 18 that?® and covered up the
water gquickly with sand, THgabbula came along whistling and
frightened KarrbiJi sc much that he said to himself, "0Ooldil
binna,” ("Staying hers is no good,") and he picked up his bag
and ran west, : :

There he sat down near the edge of the wini (pigin)
and sogopoa out & big dee) holleow in the sand and emptied all
the water into it., Again he said, "0oldil-pga," ("I will step
horn,f) and he sat down heside the water and saw the wilba dnd
'Iraa‘(hills and trees) that Ginniga had wade and he sald,
nGinniga yaddu (good)."

Kallaia (emm) were the first to see Karrbijiits waf&r
and they ran gquickly tc get it, and thenm came Ginniga and KNganna-
murra (mallee hen) and Walurda (opessum) and Burna (long-tailed
iguana) and Mealu and Warn (kxangaroc) and many moroA - all came
to dyink the water that Xarrbiji had breught and they sat down
beside Khrrbiai and were goondu (glad), Karrbiji, too, was
very hap.y, until one day he again heard the whistling,  '0h,"
he gaid frightened, "that 1s Ngabbula eoning," and he again cov-
ered the water with sand so that Ngabbula should not ses it,
Then he took his empty bug_ana went away north, ligatbula fol-
lowed him up, thinking he still had the water, and when Karrbiji
had gone a long way he dropped his bag and it turned into a durnda
(stone) and is 8%ill where 1% fell, Karrbiji went on still further
perth and alse turned into stone, but he was so far away that
Ngabbula never foﬁnd him.

Eallaia} Waiurda and Ginnige were all very angry with
Ngabbula for frightening Karrbiji away from hia water, and Kallals
said, "I Will track Ngabbula and kill him whem I f£ind him,
‘Kallaia iracked a leng wey and gould see the tracks of Karrblji
aid Ngabbuls, snd Karrbiji wes always ahead, Ginniga and Waiurda
followed benind, for they were not so mtrong or s¢ quick as Kallaia,




By and by Kallaia came up %o Ngabbule and challenged
him by stamping his feet and 1ifting them high off the ground.
Ngabbula stopped and fought, and Kallaia speared him and ail
kKalleia's long spears stuck in Ngabbula's back, and killed him,

When Ginniga and Walurda came up, Ngabbula was dead,
with all the spears sticking out, and when he turned into Ngab-
bula (1izard) acain, all the spears still stuck out of his baek.
Egabbula is always sulky and goes koojoo (2lone) whistling when
anyone comes near him,

By and by Kallaia, Wajurda and Ginniga turned inte
stone, and if a strange spirit goes near the stone, Kallala

" and his thoonadha (friends) will stand up and the stranger

‘will very soon die.

When they were all changed into men again, everyone
knew where Karrbili water was, and tirit the Kallais men sat
down heside it and then the stone and malise hen and ginniga
men, and all the others who were friends in Dhoogoorr tines
anontimued friendly when they changed inte spirits again,
© Jiwin-wongga, Colawongga, Ngallea wongga, Ji)i wongga, were
all Kalleie mem, but they called each other by these names,
Jiwin, cola, Jiji and bilyi all mean "boy", and each little
group used its own name and was known 5{ its There was one
word for meat food - kooga -~ which all the friends used, and
no matter what the local group name of each was they all ecalled
themselves Koogurda; lgallea, Ginniga, Nganuamurra, Weerongu,
Wongai-i, Jiwin, Oola, Nganguli and Kaiall, all were Keogurda
men,  All these could come and drink from the Ooliilenga water,
and each eould scratoh out his own little waterhole in the sand
and ocover it wup when he went away. The water was alway® minyaru
(e0ld) in i :n'bharing (hot) time. The Jiwin kallaia men were
camped always clese by the water and they made a well Tor themselves
in the sani and kept 4% open a8 Karrdiji had made it when he
first came to 0¢ld1l-ﬁgn.

Marda worgge, Rabbuni and Yarunds men came from the
east, Iulbard and Waldba from the south, and Keisli, Munjinji,
Kalur ssd Badu from the west, and Ngellea men from the sorthwest,

Sometimes the weler made Marda men or Badu slek and then a Jiwip




Mam (sorcersr) performed nhg~sarir1 (rubbing stomach with nulu g
magic stone -~ or aalyir - ;hlt; wagic stone) an@ they weré soon
all right again, lien came from far away to Karrbiji water ﬁhen
drought 4drlied up all the aur!ace-waﬁér“, and amongst them were
megy ngadharri (strange) men who had heard of Uoldil-nga.
Thosaw&réignjiflinxxirf:ttring;“pearlshell, and many other goods
to pay for the wate: sl rai their sojourn thers, so that Karre
* biji water was kpown far saway in every directlion. Koogurda
all joined {ogether when big mobs came from far éway, 80 that
4f a Pight shonld gccur, all the friends would be in one mod
and slways ready %o defend their water, Many strangers brought
their beys for weela and kulu ("initliation”) and thus made a
elaim to be included amongst the friends, and many different
wonges (speech, dianlects) were brought by them to CUoldilenga
water, ' | |

Eech men ate his own dhoogoorr food (totem) and gaveiit
to his friends. - Sometimes a grievance arose Pecause the axchange
of food was not conasideredejual, and now and then a great fight
resulted from this eause. Then there were many deaths and
those who ate thelr dead cooked thelr trothars, ete., ani shared
the 3;od with their friends, ,Thé Badhu drank the bloed of those
they killed, and sucked in their lips and made a great noise
while drinking 1t, There was oneé very flerce muntha (bad) mob‘ 
the Ka-lur wongga, who came from "this side" (east) of the Badu,
Ka~lur were kanyals (kangaveo) men, and though they brought many
boys for initiation, they were angry because they had uot any
water 80 go0d as Xarrpiji., They spat and mouthed at the Kallaia
men, and dug holes for theméslvos‘withont pernlssion in the sand,
but they cnly geot salt water, for Karrbij)i kept the good watey
for the friends, Thén,Kn-lnr were very angry, for thay had teo
come %0 the Kaliaia wen te get the good water, They stols ep
killed fat men, wgmen and girls, snd cooked them in & nuntha (bad)
way, by meking a deep hole in the sand, and putting the dead
person sitting wp in the hole, [hen when the meat was cooked
they teok it out of the hele guickly, ani made it Bpin round and
round, se fiercely 4id they henile it, The Keisli wmen killed
girig and ocooked them face dowhwnrda. thelr forehadds Testing ea




'tho hot sand and they gwallowod the flesh without biting it.

ok Ka»lur and Kaialil. killed men, women and children and

‘:ate them uven when there was plcnty of totem meat. They were
' not like other mon who only ate those who nad been killed in

' 3f1ght, or when there had boan no food for some time and they

were meat hungxy, or whon youns boys were sick and wented

 031ster" food to make them strong and well.

: On the steep sandhills round Karrpiji's water the
'visiting mobauoamged. each in his own placé. Always the water

waé'thereiin'abundaﬁoe and always it was covered up when the

~ tribes left, except the well the Jiwin kept open, Besides

the abundant water and meat, there were grubs and vegetable

fbods in great pleuty, Ooldil-nga men had therefore plenty

of food and water always, and thay ecould go to Coldilbinna water,
“too, for Oal&¢lbinna and 00ldil-nga gabbi are "all one" « they
neet under the ground and only come up in the sands whoru Xarr-

biji made the hollows, Though they are far away from each

other, it is the same water in both, Karrbiji water, tasting the
same, and coming up 1n the same way, When the Kallais men went
hunting 8 long way they dia not have to taZe weera (scoops) with
wnter, for Ginnisa had put water into the trees and Kallsias knew
where the trees with water were,

lgadharri (strangers, gtrange tribes) were always

. sending magic amongst them., Magic went inside the women whe

were carrying the litile babies, and cut the bidi (sinews) of
the baby so that when it was borm, 1ts joonda (thighs) never
grew and it had to erawl abous on_its'iarra (hands) always, or
it injured the boy b;hleg so they could not be made imitiated
men, oi it wisted their heads and made them wobbalurn (insane).
0oldil-nga mobs sent back fire magic and blood magie and many
other tinds. 80 that when a stranger succeeded in putting magie
inside a Kallaia man, magic went baock again, and to snd fro,

It was always working, = So mueh food vas always obtainable at
Ooldil-nga that babies and ethers wewe only killed when the
former were "$00 many" and when the latter had been woundeq in
fight, or when little babies were stealing the Zat off theiy
brotheres, The Koogurda were a big nedb, For many claimed Oeliil-nga



,ll their tcila wlter...“,
And g0 they 1170& and thrived. wetohing daily for the

'light smokes that told thzm atransera were ooming. or the heaVy
gnokes that preparad them for the caromonial viglt of large :
'tribea, the mumerous nmall aigns that warnod them of ‘magle coming.
_ There was no weordd but their own, and thore were no othiey psbple
but these af’thair own oclour. friends: or atrangors as thoso .

; uight bc. mhsy knew cvc:y animal and evary living thing that

: nnv.d on, over eor undor their own owuntxy'and the; heard tales
trna the north of iguana wheo weTe 50 large and s nagie that

they could swallow a whole faully at a meal. (alllgators?)

From the sreat couiry south of them they heard the roarings amd
runblings of the huge snake thnt l1vcd oaﬁthe seacoast undarneath
the rocks, throﬁgh which it boomed at them or tried to suek-theh '
in &8 it iphaled ite wrna (stinking) bnﬁh in passing,  They
‘@ould see the ground move up snd down, up and down, as the nnak.

_ trun.und vndernesth the eerth, roaming ubont alweys ani fright-
ehing than with the big noises it made, Sometimes it put its
nhend out of the blowholes and spat out burnda (stones) and’euckil
them in again., They 6qulalunt stop 1t from travelling over thgtr
country, but they feared it too much to try to find its kaanga
(caap) on the coast, and so they never saw where it lived.

. Many tales came %o them from itne sast of & tribe of great
eelpa (dogs) whose daily food was men, and from the west and north-
wesy tame strong magic, but thers also cgmd peautiful kerrarr
(poarlishell) and saored kulleegooroo (bullromrers) which when laid
on the boys' wounds quiockly healed them ani nade them grow strong‘
men, Hew dances came to thew through the Badu of Warrdarrzana
(Boundary Dam) whe were friends of the Wong-gai-i, or perhaps
from the Wanmaring men of Jinyila (Euela) through their Yulbari
friends, When the iong-gai-i mobs visited thewm there was always
friendly meeting and feasting end parting, for Gimnisa kept the
laws 1z Dhoogoorr %imes, and were the dneogoorr friends of the
Kalileia nen,



oo

s Ana 80 their lives went on,  Their religion was Fear,
g ﬁxfoar of magic, of thunder, of lightaing, fear of the awful Un-

' xnown that 1ived in ceremonial and Bacred tokens whose reaTing

" voioas woro only underetood by the‘naan Wwho whirlei then round

_‘gnd round to make them talk, and Who ticed the smallest wrong
»  :do1ng and sent magie punishment for evelry breadh ef native law,
| % Sometimes When the thunier and "lightnihg god" orashed and '
fburnpd.agound them, or when bigger booming sounds than usual.
 eame wp from the angyy snske under the ses cliffe; end it
'-A'seeﬁeﬁtas if he would teéar up the ground and come and eat thenm,
'soma male or female sorcaror, with upeax or digging stick, |
. went into the opon, and thrusting the weapon above, arcund
.aad belou, remonatratea with *ho noisy sod teliing it they nad
done. no wrong, boaoeohing it to go elseunoro. and sontinuing
;their Bfforts until the noise abatod. Anything vnususld in the
_elements, in tree, plant, anizal or bird, brought the Pear Cod
before them, and at times propitiatery offerings were made to
~ appease its wrath, V:when a star ibll, or & meteor, and they
fqundfmoteoritos or obsidian on the 8pet where the star had
fallen, this was takxen as a sign of grage, and was endowed with
ﬁasio poilr'nua uaodfin'hgaliug or killing, as nesded.
; Aud then, iong before Fiinders and his men were geon
by the Yulbari men of Fewler's Bey district, or the wombat men
6t the West Coast of South Australia, rumcurs wers carried from
porth and west of still more fearsome monsters, mawgun (white)
‘men - walking like thempelves, and having ngarngoor (beards),
but ndifferent™ and having a fire maglc thut sent burnda (bullets)
1na1§§rmon or women oy anythins:thc magic firestick (gum %)
pointed at, How the rumours spread, and gained in the spreading!
' Kg:nnd white men, white men with tails, white men with sfost eyes
(keor00) thgt they could draw out of their heads and put back
again (spoctacles ?); awful white men! Camp afier camp along
tho»route of the rumours surrounded itself with 1%3 grestest
magie, fire, which 1t lighted at all points, aas 1% 4id net knew
from which direction the white men would come, Fumour swelled
in the spreading, and to the white men's human features and bodies,

horrible melformations weve added. Aboriginmal imsgination revelied
in the hideous nonstrosities it cenjured up out of the rumeurs,



s Tine after fime,.the white man became s new and old
'"»aﬁd new tradition with fresh horrors added to the old~oncs;'_
Flinders had had time %o becoms & txalition when Myre and his
comrade Baxter paésjd across thelr view, bringing strangers of
thgir oﬁn éolour with them. ~ (Ho wonﬁer the strangers were
killed andieafen‘afterwarAS.) By apd by the rumours bacamo
mors than traditionsl and were relations of fact.,  Sturt and
hil nandhu (horqea - the first Bentral Australian name applied
to horsea) were gseen of many, “and probably,uciehhurdt and his
~ horses, and then came a new name for the uhxte men - "wail-belan
. {a corruytion of whitofbllow) and we come down to-Giles! aouruay :
| thrvush the Ba&u at Bnnndary Dam, tho Wong-bai-i the Hgallia :
and o ther Xoogurda groups. 3111 later came & fresh horror,
and nogkt'r- that wers shnuxcd at as "Windiniirit mannn ngal- &t
'gnrilﬁ (canolut ‘runi the pmensters' spirits are going to eat
jﬁu). made their appearance, end groups séatthed‘tp the four
. winds, dropping infants and feod in thcir.dosparatt3friént»

In time the origin of that drcndtnl ereature was solved x'

48 mother was most certeinly the Kallais (emu) and iis father
ltho nandhu (horse)} - » ‘ '

Thers was still fear of the white han. but he had
‘been "touohod','tqntad andl haﬁﬁleﬁ by some one and the fear -
died dowh, - Anger tack iis place fox a time, for whites ﬁcrt
xilling their totem animals and taking only the gooloe (skim),
thus offending the totem kengaroo mal emu.cc ihites were taking

thelr ancestral wtters,'ana ﬁhen'they had drunk of it they let

“ the windinjiri (camels) speil it, and WQuid not let its owners
come near it, Then, little by little, or qulckly, according

to iocal circumsiances, the whites assumed ancther, and although
they 4id not know it, & still more dreedful aspeot, 8n’ became

a souree of #idle wealth™ teo the matives who found a fluillar
labour for their women ip ministering to all that was bad in

the white who wa¢ no longer abeve thair own native level.

Then the whites ocame to stay. First the Tulberi men
became less and less, others followed sult, the Walba, the-
Wanmaring, Badp, won;?g-gaz-z, Bgallea, for with the first '
survey of the Enst.West Line whish eut through the Kooguria
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© groups ana'théif'allies; the extermination began - mot from

any aamibarate aruelty of the white ‘man, but from the impossi-

; "bility of" amalgamating two such extreme types, prigitive man
: ' f‘and civilisaa man, and. the roady and eager adopticn of the
2 - 4’wnite man's viges.  They wero always femiliar with traffic in

wonen, a~“ *hat the White knew the trade alse simplif;ed mat-
'tcrs. steeaes from which we have becone innunn %hrauch the

- oentuxxes, measlaa, chiﬂksnpcx, whoopxns cnngh. came upon them

=5 sndaonly and killea them oft ”like dogs”. and. so their destrue~

Ag’ the construotion ot tho East-#ast Line proceedad,

ylé’tribea trom tar and near'hczrd of $he abundanoe of food and
7 7‘"ithe nnw nfiys arink” ("Kala gahbi“) that made them koora bamba
‘ '(oyen blinded. drunk) and if, here and there, the;rioe of
3 saod. and drink was a wWimne oX wnnyi (uoman or girl), why,
‘ thqaa had alwnya been 3alaahla. Bach group through whose

térriﬁo:y the. line wag passing saw its waters absorbed, iia

game drivan qﬁay, 1t8 food and water trees cut down, the

whole country turned %o strange uses, and its own people made

. yntruders on thelr uva ground; bub in their eagerness to

"meke the most of what they yet may spend® they did not realise
the frasio aighitldinoe of the event, Ths kaognrﬂu allies
¢losed in their rapks as thelr mumbers lessened; they drank
4heir Karrbijl water oniy by oourteéy of the white man, and

from their appointed places and the spets where they had erected
fﬁoir xange (Lomes) for thousands of generations becane closed
to them, Having stood aside %o let the white man pass, they
found tho} hed to stapnd aside for all time,

- When the first half-caste baby was born, they believed
that the white man's feod was the cause, for they were ignorant
of the fests of birkh, and they rubbed it Ifrandfenlly with
chareeal to bring 1t to the “elean black colowr® again, often
¥illing the poor infant in theprecess. Whea they had extem

% of the white  man's "tree of knowledye", 50 te speak, they

were net altogether pleased, for they had sesn piebald  herses

and dogs of mixed selours, and thoush they sould net soin the
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* Yorm "mongrel", the idea was ‘there and they felt \the degradation,

_-ﬁp£11 some one of them with Shavian tasiour, drew ﬁttention to

'fpuddy‘s nose, or mlcky's red hair, in the baby, anﬁ xaddy and

ﬁ,lLicky had in consequance many ¢alls on their wabes. I know

R {that the szgh of the Daby lad nany & ghite man to rapentanoel

_ The outlying hribes who cane amongat them tc¢ share
in the good things, brought atxanse nagie with them, as well

'Tao strange women, and unprofiting by the protectien of the white

"man. the remnants of the old tribes begsc&. boxrowed and stole

| the women. - - Gaste and law, by which their 0id ;ife was regu-'

"Jlated, consansuineous rala sionshi ps which forbade marziaso,

'-were broken down in a moment. and as the women and’ girlc REE

'ounbod, fyesh contingents were sousht for as far north as g

ﬁ ;‘grave aa& vorara Ransea. Icr it is only £ram the north and

northwest that the new supylias can now GOme o AJ.J. Joined 1-.9..

gother in a sort of "armea r-utrality“ and begun roving from

 Ka1goorl1e Lavorton and Leonora (Weho) %o Tarcoola. Zorg

2 Augnuta, Euels and Fowlerts Bay (S.A.), their old 1ife with

B its songs and ceremonies travestied by the mongrel mobs that

eke but:thelr yeaia‘under the shadow of,ine white man. They
still drink Karrbijl water, but they have te bake it from the

: ﬁot pipes gtretohing out from Ooldil-nga to the Railway Siding

&t Qoldea, Anyone who éan clalm the remotest oonuection

with Kerrbiji water, with Ngallea, Jiwin, Wirongu or Badw,
still feels pride in his ancestral water, and claims it as
his, but there are vexy few to whom the ground is famliliar

© and the old haunte of ngannspurra, burna, ginnige and kellais

arevunknewn to the yonnser members of the mob who play at

hunting nowadays,
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