Looking out for the ‘Aussie Bloke’:
Gender, Class and Contextualizing
a Hegemony of Working-Class
Masculinities in Australia.

Kirsty Whitman

School of Humanities and Social Science

Discipline of Gender Studies and Social Analysis (60%) and Politics
(40%).

Submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy

June 2013.



Contents

Abstract ..... %

Declaration ..... Vi
Acknowledgements ..... vii
Introduction ..... 1

Contextualizing a Hegemony of Centralizing Working-Class Masculinity ..... 5
Gender and Legitimate Australian-ness ..... 10

Format and Structure ..... 12

Chapter 1: Theorizing the ‘Aussie Bloke’: Gender, Masculinities, Class and the

Hegemony of Centralizing Working-Class Masculinities

Introduction ..... 21

Gender and Masculinity ..... 23

Modern and Postmodern Accounts of Gender: Masculinity Theory, Sexuality and
Discourse ..... 25

Masculinity/Masculinities: Debates and Clarifications ..... 28

Recognizing Variations and Fluidity: Multiple Masculinities ..... 33
Contextualizing Hegemonic Masculinity/Masculinities, Hegemony and Men ..... 37
Hegemony, Gender and Class ..... 46

Intersections of Class and Gender ..... 49

Class: Moving Beyond Economic Categories ..... 50

Theoretical Conclusions and Use of Terms ..... 61

Conclusion ..... 64

Chapter 2: It’s Not Just Something Working-Class Men Do: The Methodological

Journey to a Discursive Approach to Centralizing Working-Class Masculinities

Introduction ..... 67

Identifying as a Working-Class Woman ..... 70

Terminology: The Methodological Journey to Centralizing Working-Class Masculinity
.73

Qualitative Methodology and Feminist Research ..... 75



Critical Discourse and Textual Analysis ..... 78

Recruitment of Participants ..... 83

The Reflexive Standpoint of the Participants: Gender, Class and Mistrust of Academic
Elites ..... 87

Gender as an Issue ..... 88

Culture and Class ..... 91

Telephone Interviews ..... 92

Question Choice ..... 95

Reading the Unsaid ..... 96

Changes in Scope and Methodology: The Eventual Structure of this Study ..... 98

Conclusion ..... 102

Chapter 3: ‘Real Aussie Blokes’: Gender, Class and Visibility in Media Images

of Centralizing Working-Class Masculinities.

Introduction ..... 104
Advertising: Marketing the ‘Average Aussie Bloke’ and Centralizing Working-Class
Masculinities ..... 111
‘A Hard Earned Thirst’: Victoria Bitter, Whiteness, and Neo-Liberal Representations
of Working Class Solidarity ..... 114
‘It's Just Aussie, Taking the Piss Out of Something’: West End Draft, Anti-Elitism and
the Classed ‘Other’ ..... 121
Centralizing Working-Class Masculinities in Film: Gender, Class, Ethnicity and Neo-
Liberal Ideology in The Castle and Kenny ..... 127
The Castle: The Battler Bloke Against the ‘Big End of Town’ ..... 131
Kenny: The Ultimate Neo-Liberal Version of Centralizing Working-Class Masculinity?
.. 137

Conclusion ..... 148

Chapter 4: Learning Class and Gender: Centralizing Working-Class

Masculinities, Schooling and ‘Choice’.

Introduction ..... 151
Early Life and Schooling ..... 153

Narratives of ‘Crisis’: Boys in School ..... 161



Centralizing Working-Class Masculinities and School: Classed and Gendered
Opposition ..... 161

Class Conflict: The Tension Between Working-Class Identities and the Educational
Institution ..... 174

Conclusion ..... 185

Chapter 5: ‘Working Hard to Make a Living’: Workplace Ildentities, Choice, and

the Changing Face of Blue-Collar Work in Australia.

Introduction ..... 188

‘Work’: A Gendered and Classed Construct ..... 191

The Working Self: Choice, Gender, Class and ‘Doing it Right’ ..... 197

Real Blokes are Tough Blokes: Physical Labour, Being an ‘Aussie’, and Centralizing
Working-Class Masculinities ..... 200

The Social Side of Work: Workplace Communities, Homosocial Bonding and ‘Fitting

Us and Them: Marking the ‘Other’ ..... 213

Fitting in to the Hierarchy: ‘Doing Centralizing Working-Class Masculinity at Work 215
The Positive Side of Workplace Communities: Collectivity and Inclusion ..... 218

The Changing Face of Blue-Collar Work in Australia: The Manufacturing Decline and
the Recourse ‘Boom’ ..... 223

Conclusion ..... 229

Chapter 6: The Intimate Bloke: Friendship, Sexualities, Relationships, Families,

Parenting and Intimacy.

Introduction ..... 233

Mates: Friendship and the Policing of Class and Gender ..... 235
Sexualities at the Intersection of Class and Gender ..... 245

Intimacy and Relationships ..... 252

Being a Partner, Being a Dad: Classed and Gendered Families ..... 259
Gender within Working-Class Families: Maintenance or Disruption? ..... 268

Conclusion ..... 277



Chapter 7: ‘It’'s Hard to be an Aussie Bloke These Days’: Centralizing Working-

Class Masculinities at Risk, as Risk, and Protecting the Status Quo.

Introduction ..... 281
Crisis, Risk and Risk Management ..... 286
From Larrikin to Lout: Excess, Choice, Alcohol and Car Culture ..... 292
Gender, Class and the Balance Between ‘Social Drinking’ and ‘Problem Drinking’ 293
Awesome Fun or Awesome Risk? Car Culture ..... 302
Alcohol, Car Culture and Displaying Gender, Race, Sexuality and Class ..... 305
Protecting What’s ‘Ours’: Legitimized Violence, Racism, Masculinities, Gender, Class
and Cronulla ..... 309
Invisibility, Normativity and Whiteness ..... 310
Protecting ‘Our Beaches’: Space and Place at Risk ..... 312
Protectionist Discourses and Owning Women’s Bodies ..... 314
Class, Race, Gender and Citizenship: Dichotomy and Identity ..... 315
Conclusion ..... 323

Conclusion: Privilege, Marginalization, Mainstreaming and Centralizing

Working-Class Masculinity ..... 325

Class: Both Appropriated and Disregarded ..... 331

Gender, Class and Other Intersecting Identities in Australian Culture ..... 335
Reappropriation and Subversion: Finding New Ways to Do Gender, Class and
National Identity ..... 336

Appendix a ..... 341

Appendix b .....343

Bibliography ..... 344




Thesis Abstract

This thesis explores working-class masculinities in Australia, looking at such
masculinities in relation to areas such as media representations, education, work,
intimacy, and leisure and risk. In particular this thesis sets out to contextualize what
is argued to be a hegemonic masculinity in a specific location, considering how the
hegemony of certain representations of working-class masculinity is embedded in
Australian culture in ways that legitimize certain gendered, classed, sexualized and
ethnic positions while delegitimizing others. Working-class masculinity is considered
as an inclusionary and exclusionary tool. This thesis uses masculinity theory, class
theory, and some empirical research to look at working-class masculinity in Australia
as centralizing and, consequently, hegemonic. In doing so this study explores this
highly important and oft debated term in such a way as to suggest that the term

hegemonic masculinity may in fact need to be contextualized in order to be clarified.
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