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mmber once used for purposes of navignltlon. That list vaos

compiled twelve yoars a.é;};:'/so quickly is the old lore dying
that it is d.ou'btf‘t:.l fﬂl’é‘ther one half of the *zameﬁ'" then recordéd

could be dxe'igeﬁ fron the Goliective Bemery- 5 0l1d men lePt

alive today, Ac for detalls cone om:mg the mﬁm applica'bim
of ast?pﬁ;mie theory to seafaring pm.ci:iee, they arc gone

fcx;yﬁgr. It remaing only to m’éi'& what fragmentg can now be
cél.lec-teit of the trudltioral seacraft gnd -Jgeng:'mphy which, in

addition to astronony, helpctl the old vyoyager 4o meke his

landﬁa.lls -

. A8 Buropeansg use 1a.ndmarkﬂ go the G:!.l‘berbese a.neesters
relled upon sesmoyks (betlp) to check thelr deily position,
These glgn-posts 1n mid-occan conslsted of swains of fish,
flocks of birvds, groups of driftwocod, or conditlons of
wove and sky, discovered « gud once discovered 'ne'w'ef
forgotten - to be pecullar to certain zones of the sea,
Hundreds of such traditional hetipg were stored up in the
roce memory ag @ result of the cwmulative experience of
generations. It is d4fflcult for us 10 appreciste how
very conerete and significent to the native mariner were
the signs of sen and slky which to us seenm so precarious,

The people had, in fact, a sea-sense which we do not
possess in anything l_j.}::e the sane degrec, and it wos
obvigusly this gift mowve than any other agonéy which
gulded thelr migrant aucestors safe to land aeloss a
vast and strenge occon where thelr star-lore could 20
longer gerve them,

The following tabulated list of beilia bears mosily
upon conditlons of travel between island end island of
+the Gilbert Group, and should be yead fyom the viewpeint
of o navigetor vhose home port was Butariteri, in the
exbrone north Gilberts; but though thus local in their
m:,plifmﬁon they do serve to suggest the bold teohmique,
¥ shrewd obserwtion that enabled the ancestors o
e tnle Toyases of immensely greater durntlon.




