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Song of]ﬂbiual
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In Migrotions, Myth and liagic from the Gilbert Islands, Rosemory Grimble,
quoting her father, oiiributes this song to a Beru"n compoger ﬁho Ilived in )
the 18th century; oni gives o pertiod translation of z%i .f%éﬁp ziéﬁﬁ;nh"ir
origincl text norrated by Ten ﬂrebaéo of Beru, a transcription of it by

Grimble rnd the_éggﬁxai transl tion.
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2. While the song does not tell the story in a strictly logiccl order,
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it ie not just o rondom collection ofthoughts ecch with its owm value within
/

_ -9 the whole. IThot this should bg/;dj indicates it is indeed on ol@,ﬁéie
‘ refined by mony tellings buffg%ill subject to the inprecisiongﬁf oral trodition.

D Bec”uge of tte cge ond i _ortance to the Giibertece org, I hove tried to

ke, ﬁ_: ol ey foowt 1y =i r' et
) erdily comprehensible in Englis Twidbhout—departing
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. Since the poem in its original ond in
i my notes on translation are pr , perhaps someone
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= 4 5. The poem is about the conflict thoat took place when the descendonts

y o ~of Itﬁurzmﬂz, Auriorioc and Nei Tituabine returned from Iomoa to re-conjuer
;i 3 ~/1,.r:“;

a0 the.ﬂb&berts. hey nre the Southern Race fromJﬁﬁaton and are represented

s by the forpoise, Whole ondhg?opio Bird. ZThe narrﬁtorzkwhoﬂaienﬁtftes himself
r()_,. "- 1Y) o ¢

{with the Bonito in stonza }5; specks for tke invoded Gilberis ond the o . Hf

2 2 _iydescendonts of Norenu's universal creestion whose ancient cusioms were chollenged
§ qg;;frnd subverted in n series of cttacks over o period of time, Eventually,

s & ﬂithe invnders triunph- ond the narrctor and his people seek anrzturl rest

¥
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in the homelcnd of the post ( Monro J) and the lond of ( Bouru ond

Weinecbo ). “he poem is completed in three repetitive cnd gloomy stenzas.

4. The significonce of the kaneaba cs a symbof of the Gilbertese way of

life is mode in ot least two stonscs. In the first, the catastrophe of
invosion is symbolized by the shottering of the ridge-pole of the lionecbo
which olso rpﬂreqents the =zenith in Gilbertese movigation; cnd, in stenza ff ¢

a0 Hey oy

the Cranefis both the nome ond totem of the héghesy pitch of roof used in
Monecbr construction.
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A mighty whirlwind gaﬁéred force ¢ ook
From end to end the ridge-pole of the sky;
Jrkened the deep—sea [fish and offspring of
The gods fnbérwimci cnd Aurawai.

Lrsstnd

For in the east, beyond the rising sun,
The ocecn surged:ond from the depthe there came

Not fish but worrior sons of those great gods,
Jhose glory burst forth like ¢ brilliant flame.

Sor
And who wrs conguered, whot did they destroy?
oy
2?§y bert their eewrse to ABemanc's shore ;
A 4,
Aind. Jonded there{,ﬁnd by a cunning ploy

They won-the dery ond mrde themselves secure.

But I'11 orise rnd hurl my specr ot them,

I'11 pierce ond split the jogged reef in two,
I'11 weteh the stricken éhole cnd Porpoise soor
And, dying, foll behind the swift conoe

Of Bué and Rirongo whom they bore.

For in the west, grent Naretu sadly sits,
Fierifo-boside hin, weeping bitter teors;
Hotehing while sorrows;%iaad 4pon our youth
As they submit, defected by the spears

And mogic powers of the rompont South.

Drive their conoes off, drive them far owoy
Across the urter, let them prss from sight !

Is thet o ferewell wong they sing, cs they
Among the shorles of mullet, in delight

Swim, twiet cnd dort ? Thot school of Porpoises
Will choose ¢ time to strike again ot us

Hungry for flesh and blood —— and meré¢iless.

It11 feece the mencce though I feor to fail,
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I'11 aim and—eae&iwg spear straight, ond run
It through the broggart Porpoise and the Whale

Streaming upon & me from the rising sun.

Let thingion high be os they were again,

Thet I might change the destiny we dread 1

I'd epy &n thom and I would chide the Crone
. fesarehed

Becruse it ories=so shrilly overheod,

Ad@iene&ng,.piningwdry“3@»loa&~mﬂ&¢eéear,-’S~.Gmft sac b & Fae awm, plyile dack

O—tet—it-plunge -inte—bthe—ocern-here . Jovops strun. ' B sesnn  fo alack,

But I must hurry off, although I Know

My journey ends on Monma's timeless sands &
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I would not wish to die, nor lie below

The shingled gravestones o,f:::.z.st d Ionds X e
And I will prove my mettle, brave cnd true,
Thot my lest breath, with honour, may be borne

= i A
To Monro, Neineabo rnd Bouru.

e tend the Tree of Custom without foil ——

Its bronches sprecd out fer to shode us cll)
But, when the roving Porpoise ond the Yhale
Roise high their fine, like dying lecv-s we foll.
fhence come the mighty %?;,_eq of Abator?
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I enll upon the houling wind to bring
To me the music of our ancient gods
In inspiration; so that I may sing

A song »f of possion to these poignant words.

The
A wind sweeps through the empty space which lies

Betuween our homes. I hecr it rush aend becr
A wrning. They would toke us by surprise

And tromple on the customs we revere !

A boom reverberctes throughout the shky ——-—
It ie the time for deep. ser voycging,
’ﬁx (’\M‘..,:" e ,4
Time of 1 when oeesn uwoves pile high
Upon the reef ond echo, thundering.
Hait U See this secson through and pouse lest we

Doomed victims of the Iropic Bird sholl be.

! Drive off the Bird ' That is the heavens' command;
My rigging'e set, canoe prepared for sea,

So I sholl deck my cheeks with magic sand

And mcke o spell to trick the enemy.

]

My cheeks rre clmnost covered. See, they'wve gone

. Aund o ohall
The Bird hcs gone | Give-thonks, my is done !
f‘r;L n Tovanel el 2k - . "

The fierce Zi okes wing ond k) oy, i Y faien -fwln lusin o o sat
ﬁ;g“" 7 “'f_" H g Eones Searen AL..m-A.—“
50 the shyg i%e plointive cpy I fek s ot Bt plionti 1 cada
The frop~horizon's clerr look-fhere you moy 4 neCoae
7 kot e /e o ? ! # s fou L‘”‘em wWhese ety \
Itls | ;,me auny — towardd the clouds it speedf. b at i Lt.uhr f
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Then, we put out to sea in OuUr CONOES,
The !Seeker! and the !'Zenith', filled with grief,

And lerve behind our homes, Icid Lme te and hare.
ocl
New foces thrang the ma&quthrouah the reef v

#e, the Bonito, ;;o !to meet them there.
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The night is derk, the oggeﬁ surge is strong.

Thick seameed smoth “the logoon in green.
Sound omt the/hopri, blow now and blow it long 4

The thundg;/ oores cnd lightning £lecves the scene.

The ocern surge is strong, Ege’night forlorn.

The derk Iogoon is filled with tongled wrock.

Blow now, blow loudy blow on the conch — shell horn !

The lightning #orks nnd thunder runbles beck.

The ocecn rolls on through the starless night

As dork os deeds bagk min our history.

The gr’eenllngoo » cought in the tempest's 1ight

Is Iike my t#Fle +=+—— o fitjful memory.
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