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North Hiddle South

Pleiacdes Rigel Antares

Corono Australis Aldebaran Spica or Carina

Caencer Sirius Southern Cross

5 stars in Pegasus Orion's belt Betelguese

Star in Pegasus 3 stars in Verus (lorning Stor)
Capricornus

No Karanga
(unidentified )

Note:

o explonotion of this list is given in the Gilbertese text. TE
cleorly reltﬁes/to the Gilbertese navigcotor's conception of the heavens as
o roof suprorted by imcginory rafters, three on each of the eastern and
western slopes. The apexes of ecch poir of rofters are where the Pleicdes,
Rigel nnd Antares poss across the celesticl meridian. The concept is still
in #45e in the form of a meridion traonsit instrument — o telescope mounted
on an ecst — west exis used to time the possage of ¢ stor ccross the meridan.

The cecond to fifth bodies in each line presunably extend in order doun to

2endits b7
. the horizon when the cpexes pass across the meridion. ( See ;%gﬂa¢¢on3’>ﬁ” (4//)

RS B Tlagte_From the G beri Fslondon pp 216238~ sqv 2t 216~ 5.
( SeeGPimble, Journcl RAI Vol LIV 1924 p 128 )
Seiling tn the Doy time

When you are sailing, watch for o sea bérd called Manningoningo(1)

X which is ¢ bér@fyou can see flying high up in the sky. When you see it far

off it will fly towards the north, south, west or east. ILond lies in the
direction it flies so follow it closedly. Cloud is cnother guide. It is
first seen rising up from the lond and then its top bends douwn touards
the lond which lies below it.|[

(1) Mon = bird; Ningoningo = ascending high in the air. Tuwiilt -k,
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Sciling ot Night

g

7S When sailing ot night/in rough cnd rainy weather, you con tell where

your Ilaond lies by the woves. If the woves toss the outrigger of your
eonoe ond then the hudl you know you are far from land but if the

e ; A [
prow fﬁr8$fae l;fteddnnd then the stern you know that lond is neocr,

+The Ninime ot Sea

ERe i A ol 4 & fetoal) ¢ plan F oy
Lift up ni ¥ OFf Anéﬁarxn and motnarongw3 1ift it us. PFor I know
72;7‘:- Efe ; f(‘, ,I_,f_,/{(
not the rorth nor the south, n-ither heaven nor,,f I 1ift yeu up

ey ,{u;):: a 'U‘c;—(._“_
nimou i borow lest they tell me and give me mataba e moteba o, my God
through Jesus. You are the land 0 God, you the sea. The wediher is

unking. I mitie oreila karora nokoo obone marawa,

-+

I find this difficult. It ie an offering of food and drink

for betteor weather.




( Reproduced cnd tronsloted by Grimble, Jeurncl RAI p 129 and by R.G. pR3S.

I hove my doubts cbout the tromslotion but it would reguire a lot of work
to d ter. 101 it it i
o do bettier I would omit it.) LT ;uéﬁ%éf' 'GWQJZﬁfi ‘

(See Rosemary Grimble pp 117 — 8)
The Story of Nei Auti (1)

Nei Auti wos o womon of the earth and Rimwimetae (2) dwelt in the
hecvens. The woman sought pleasure in the heavens ond, on orriving there,
found o game of bo cno (&) in progress which she stood to uwatch. Many
stors were ploying ond omong them were Kema (4) and Te Boraitoa(5). They
pleyed in this fashion: when the ano dropped near her, they did not pick

& - offnde o
it up for they scorned the women and were éefsded by her presence. IThe

woman wept ond told her father and mgother who made her a lotion of the
sweetest-smelling coconut oil. Ilthen she had bethed herself in the oil, the
perfume rose to the hecvens and a man, Katimoe (6), was attracted by it.
And Kotimoi was sent from the heavens to seek out the source of the
perfume. When he reached the earth he wos draum to Nei Auti and took her
up into the heavens with him scying to her: Mjoman, when you arrive, approach
no mon but Rimwimota." And when she orrived, Nei Auti scw two men, Komo.
ond Rimwimcete. She scw thot Komo was hondsome but Rimwimete hod hidden hin—
self ond chonged his skin before she came. #hen Rimwimatc kx sow thot Nei
Auti was sitting down in front of Kama, he again transformed himself and
Nei Auti scw him and got up and ron to him but he sped off chead of her.
And thot is why the chase goes on to this day.

(1) Nei Auti = the Pleiades

(2) Rimwimate = Antores

(38) Bo Ano = A ball game played with a woven pandamags leaf ball

(Te Ano )
(4) Komo = Southern Cross.
(5) Te Baraitoo = Southern Crown.

(6) Kotimoi = 1it. make a knot or ball.

( See Grimble Journol RAI pp 127 - 8 )

1. If you wont bo know whether there will be calm seas study the ants.
If they arelscurrying into o post with food in their mouths taking it te
their nest and they shut the nest with sand, then do not launch your

canoe for there will be roin end rough weather at sec,ond ocecn current?:(;f

But if the ants open up their nest and swarn out of it, you may launch your

ccnoe for the weather will be calm.

2. If you see o apider weaving its webd inside @ house and it remains in

the centre of the web, you know there will be caln weather. But if the spider
flees from its web and hidee, rain will soon foll and you should not put

to sen because of the currents.

o)l If you see the moon casting a halo and there are not ten stars

within it you know that hecvy rain will soon fall. But if, when you

next 166k, there is ogoin o holo which has many more tham ten stars



e

within it you moy put to sea for there will be no bed weather. { e Wv@&w)
4, I;you see the moon casting two halos, one reddish like Nei .':’irara_éeﬂ\

cnd the other a greenish blue you know there will be even heavier rein.

S If you wish to sail for a distant land such as Beru or Butaritaori,
dij‘egnrd the preceding signs for there is o better one. Go to the

ocecn beoch at low tide and look for the smooth-shelled Nimotanin(3) ond

if you find it ie hiding in o crevice so nerrow you connot get your

finger into it, thot is o sign of strong currents cnd torrenticl roin.

Re
But if you return to the ocean beach and fin Nimotanin out of hiding

then there will be a long enough spell of calrz/;‘weather to allow you to
recch distant ploces such os Beru ond Butaritarée — (b Gkl Iq 24 :fzy_g)
ﬁWMmm%mm%w(ﬂecember =y,
A2 Hei_Wirdro =G reinbon.
( 3 Timdtomts = the shell=rtsh, terita—pliceto(6rinbie) —

Turbo setosus (Sabitier)
( see Grimble Fournol RAI p. 128 )

¢ ‘é;! Sriling during the season of Rimwmmate Rimwimotc (L)

If you want to know whether the sec will be rough, study the high
epring tide. If the sec is turbulent you know there will be ocean
currents forther out but if the surfoce is flot there will be no currents\/

(1) Rimwimoto = Antares; the easterly secson ( June— November).

//] » Signe of rough ond colmn wecther

i If you see the lecding Kauki Mzg?:uttling towards their holes C?fésf“
Lra £

chove the tide mark, very rough weather is about to break. But if they
are seurrying out of their holes you know the weather will be calnm.

f&;, If you go to the edge of the becch at neap tide and see something
which spurts in front of you, it will be Ten Ikatiti. If it spurts up
sond from below, it is the sign of currents at sea and if there is no sanw
there will be no currents.

(1) Taure = CRost_orabASAB)
AR ) Fen Dttt =-Tit\hisging Fishy vea._elig(7)

Troditions end superstitions connected with stars

s The Southern Cross Gilbertese belicved that when the Southern €ross

wos ot ite zemith in eorly evening, skin diseases were rompont. IThe
spirit of the Cross wae colled stupid and leprous.

2. Nekoronge ( unidentified etar) When this =tcr wos on the prime
vertienl in early evening grect donces and feasts were held.,

8 Ino n te Eoron The scales of the Kopon ( lorge green fish
Cheilinus undulotus)

The trodition of this star follows on, p. 2.

4. Te Anoi ( port of constellation Scorpius ) The brother of
Toburimet; when h,g{_h{v.d corried him to Stmeo, he disappeared ond went
to live irg;}leﬁven:’ﬁle become the constellotion that bears his nome.

5. Te Toubuki (Rigel) Considered the central star in the hecvens

for the (Yilbertese. In notive "navigation closses”, when young men were



being instructed, they sat facing a long, straight pole driven into the
ground due east of them. The sumnit of this stake represented Rigel.
According to the angular height of the star, sb they would approach the
pole or retire from it.

Gie Nei Auti (Bleiades) The constellation of the "Northern Rank" held
to lead the row next notthword of Rigel's.

i Te Boto n ARiai (Aldeboron) So called beccuse it stands in the

V— shoped portion of Tourus which is like the ribs (eici) of a conoe.

8. Kameang ( six sters of Ursa la jor) Considered to be a Cross and
two pointers and thenmfore a replica of the S. Cross.1fﬂut on his 1ist of
stors etc. at pp - Grimble identifies this star as Capello while
Sabatier retains the original identification given here.

9. When Boba_ni man (Sirius) and Boikare (Alpha Hydroe) were in right

cscention ot sunset come the seasons of strong easterly winds.

N.B. Above typed from Grimble's English.

Constellotions, Stars and other Heavenly Bodies

The following list is a copy of that which was contained in Grimble'!s
poper, Conoes in the Geélbert Islonds, to the Royal Anthropological
Institute in 1924 (Journal, Vol LIV 1924 Jonuory to June pp 135-136 )

except that Nos 64 — 68 are additions found in other popers. In

nresenting the list, Grimble staied:
" The following ie a list of star nomes, colleeted foom the
islonds of Torawa ond Beru, against which I have set a few equival—
ents. Of these I am reasoncblg sure, but neverthelesse except
in the coses of the more brilliant stors, I should not care to
dognotise on my interpretations”. (Journal p.154).

The Gilbertese nomes in the list have been checked against entries in

Fother Sobatier's dictionary and his further or alternctive identificotions

have been elaborated by reference to Ihe Penguin Dictionary of Astronomy
1962 — 1968:and principel cross-references, usuclly linking stars of

narticulor constellations, have been added .




